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The Epiſtle to the 
Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Sa 3 1 the wor! d all men ar not of 
| an equall hetg ht an { ffatu F of 
bod »4bur ſom tall>r,ſ91Mm? IL 7 yu 
ter; mm” ww Fey fr 1m® ſtr 'nzer: 
"Tr n-7ther are all of one 1ſt WW. 21N pr P —_ 
tn in ſpirituall light 3 trong'h of faith 
Mt the f ingdnne M Chriſt fome are Awa! fe 
f Zachens hs pitcn, ſome agarne of Sanl's 
port, tall»r by the heal ant ſhoulders they 
hs brethren ; (5, the Kine d me of Chriſt ; 
ſome are Labes, ſome are childrens ſome are 
roung meny ſome are Fathers, every one 
arcording t9 the meaſure «of the gift 9 
Chriſt. . : J ; 
Therefore that the bruzſel reed? may 
wt be broken, nor the ſmoaking faxe quen- 
hed till iudgement bue by ught forth to 
tthorie, there miſt not new wine hee pur 
nto olil bottles, nyr new C'oth patchr rn 
/dgarments , neither yet muſt vither bee 
*p lefted, bur both carefully preſerved t» 
"e ſting of eac h to 010!) > f 91 that Pu - 
A 2 P* + 
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poge the lr1;he mſtrufted unto the krmp 
tame *f heaten hath in his treaſur» things 
Nw an & '#- h11? PRETy pL1. 1 AV) noms, 
Gut 04 an { nowable t fir each fees anl tn 
ſute to each rapar ity; nt one beating one 
baſu, nov harping blinl'y on one ftrme, nor 
ever putling about the firſt rudiments, an | 
t un. Wi: Ns of the D» Fino 'c of Chriſt, 
jfe nting £1 e prog rreſſe of them to perfeFtion 
by tvins trem t0 ay forms, and heepme 
thim t9 my Rl ny, being e1t02r unable Or 
unshy fullrn trp up the work , an({ 19 bring 
iſreclas 4 688. s CUT of Fevpt Yr 0p tho re 1 
' 7 thou 1) th Marren DD art ant ſprpent - 
bitin? w; ve T: Tr Jordan ini Cana: 
any 61 = ro tg» tem a Sabbath of 
reſt an [ i from 4.7 Ht "11 gerbes 
gang "l Jy m Th [ 7 £4, j} ” noth, fro 
faith t1 fart, from 7tght to light, ſortin. 
[)1s lr} wigtio ett iutg j 's (apadt Ine 
of 4 forth thet nom mas 08 empty awd) 
— "NV vent ly t hr: TEN ies {it le ONS W th 
Ma Prg eat with yungoy bearing alſo an 
in / VINeG th [NaN Lelpſe babes nth 
warme boſome of te ſpirnt of tender lov: 
#lvins milhe tr  Jabie anl1 ſtrong meate t 
men able t0 digeſt the fams, their wits b 
ing exerciſed to diſcern? beth between got 
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L-) the Reader. 


The waters ifſumng from une» the thy 
bold of the Temple at the firſt thou fant 
"ares myaſurin2 were but to the ant k'es. 
Fallow for chil-lron, at the ſecond caſtino 
1 the line it was 10 the Lneedthen eto the 
ching an1 at the laſt unpaſſable , ſhewtng 
the varieties of (weereſt deltphts and foul- 
(lacing comforts adapted and fſyuared 
forth for every degrees ſt: oping 19 the 
meaneſt capacity » yer n!2 there leavin? 
them where 1t fin les them, tut traming 
(+ rradings them along 111] it hath brought 
them ts the profound depths where the 1-(* 
ſells of greateſt capacity may ficte as th 
arke en the top of the Deepe. 

I having therefrre 6h1crwod the ever ty 
be bewar tel NON=PTU heicency of Many lgfe 
mous ſpirits, who through the pattie 5t 5 
'hers, anl the 1:9 199 much modeſty acl! 
tmerity of themſe/tes, have prec ldded rhe 
way of progreſſe to the rrp and pitch cf 1:(f 
in perfeton againſt themſel:e5, as being 
1/together unattainable, and have ſhorted 
he cut with a Non daturuitra , and are 
1ecome ſuch who are ever learning , but 
ever come to the hnowle le of the trueth: 
otwithſtand ing that no leffe true then ol.4 
1)ing,Nor togee forward is tn goe backe> 
rardt. P-c re ſoules at te) any Yeares 174: 
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poſe the [rrihe inſtrufted unto the king 
i1ame *f heaven hath in his treaſury» things 
now anlo'l; nat onely ol, mr on#ly new, 
but 9d ant{ nowable t» fir each tees anl t9 
ſute to each caparityz nor one/y beating one 
baſe, nor harping blinl!y on one ſtrmg, nor 
ever puzling about the firſt rudiments, an ! 
foundations of the Dorines of Chriſt, 
ftinting the progreſſe of them to perfeftion 
by tvin? them to ene forme, and heepmg 
them to (no Jejſons being either unable Or 
uns hi full top up the work, and 19 bring 
Iſrael not ans! cut of Egypt cry the red 
ſea through thr barren D-ſart ant ſerpent * 
bitins willern([s or Jordan into Cana: 
ans bur th:ye to git? them a Sabbath of 
reſt an | ceſſation from a7! thozy rroub/es 
going mn from ſtrength to ſtrenpth, fron 
faith to faith, from {ight to light, ſortin; 
hns difhonſatio's 19 the ſurgb's rapacitie. 
Wy, p "2 E tis ft hat RON Mg \ & 18 empt! y awd) 
driving gently the ten ler little ones OF th 
for /"s 8 78a With youngy bearing alſo an. 
tfuchling the inf ant help!efſe babes tn th 
warme boſome of tre ſpirtt of tender JUL, 
giving milke to babes an4 ſtrong meate t 
men able to digeſt the ſame, their wits b: 
ing exerciſed to diſcerns both between go 
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The waters iſſuing from unter the thro 
hokd of the Temple at the firſt thou fanl 
ares meaſurin2 were but to the ant k'es. 
hallow for chil{ren, at the ſecond caſting 
1f the line it was to the kneethence to the 
ching an1 at the luſt unpaſſable ; ſhewing 
the varieties of ſweeteſt deliphts and fou/- 
lacing comforts adatted an1 ſuared 
forth for every degree, ſtooping ro the 
meaneſt capacity , yet nt there leaquime 
them where it finles them, {ut training 
(+ trading them alone 1111 it hath brought 
them to the profound depths where the ve(* 
ſells of greateſt capacity may flote as the 
arke on the top of the Deepe. 

I having theref: re ohicrved the ever t9 
be bewaile-{ non=proficiency of many mmore 
mous ſpirits, who through the palicie $f 5 
thers, an1 the 159 too much modeſty acc! 
trmerity of themſelves, have precladed the 
way of progreſſe to the rp and pitch cf r:(t 
ind perfetion againſt themſel.e5, as being 
1/rogether unattainable, and have ſhorted 
he cut with a Non daturultra, and are 
Vecome ſuch who are ever [earning , but 
ever come to the knowlede of the trueth: 
otwithſtand ing that no leſs true then ol.4 
1ing,Nor togce forward is to goe backes 
rard. P: ere ſeules afte) many Veares 1 r4- 
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i211 being foun in the ſame place » gring 
the ſam? pare without fruits as rf they had 
reacht the higheſt at the firſts and that 
there were nt yet more excellent thing s, 
herghths , lenoths, breadths , depths of 
{weerneſſes and fulneſſes beyond meaſure in 
the Abvyſſe of the Divine Viſien- 

That therefore the brighteſt Sun might 
nit be cloudeds and the c/eereſt glory wai- 
led from the eyes of poore ſuiters; I have 
b-en induced to attempt the pub liſhing of 
this moſt excellent and ſpirituall prece of 
[incomparable price to the uſe and view of 
the more common an vulgar people in their 
own? Morher tinguey nor doubting but the 
light breaking forth, it ſhall finde enter- 
tarinmentzand leade and cauſe togrow up as 
cates in the ſtall. 

It's true » the argument #s perfedzon, 
hi:h, har.ls and indeede almoſt unheard of 
amongſt us, though the Apoſt les prattice m 
hinnſelfe,Vhil. 3- 14- and 15. and precept 
unto the Hebrewes cap. 6. 1. all things 
tend to perfetion, groane after perfeFion 
are at reſt in perfeftion, and are reſtleſſe 
til! perfett? Mn - 

And rruly the method ti; ſo orderly, thi 
arzuments ſo ronvincing » and the exper; 
»nc> thereof fo inſenſibly penetrating th 
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to the Reader. 


feerets and inwards, that 1 doubt nt but 
upon the due and ſerious confideration here 
of,many ſhal fall downe an1 ſay.Surely the 
Lerd# init, vr as Jacob. Surely the Loyd 
ir and was in this, though I knw it nt ; 
but I muſt admoniſh thee that this is the 
third and /aff part of The rule of Perfetti- 
on + and therefors beginnes where they 
end; this is as the uppermnſt ſtep in Jacobs 
Ladderythis en1 reacheth into the heavens, 
as the other hath it's foot faſtened on the 
earth, this is the toþ of our aſcant t9 God, 
the other the loweſt of his deſcent to us. 

The firſt is called the exteriour will 
conſiſting m all praftires and exerciſes of 
the outward man in full latitude 1 the law 
of G91. 

The ſecond is called the interiour will 
conmining of, and conſiſting in contemp/'a- 
tron ant ſweeteſt meditation of the inner 
manywhereby the ſoule hath delitious toy - 
ches an1 taſts, amorous imbraces an1 twie 
nings of armes with her love, yet is this 
but the at and image of the ſoule being (o 
farre below and fhort of God and his roall 
poſſeſſion,as the image is ſhort of God, and 
imagination ſhort of fruition 

The third u called eſſential! wil.zwhich 
2r ever prattiſed in the life ſupereminent 

A 4 where 
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un here wot man but Gotatts, liter, an! #9 
and a! other beings us fall” are annihila- 
tel by him, then, an there alone s Ged all 
in a'/t: 

Thy f jt, ſecron tf, and third part ma» he 
eompared to the outwards inward ant m- 
mf} Temple: all might enter rhe firſt court, 
{, muſt all enter the firſt part, the prath- 
call chelience of the outward man; none 
but the Prieſts mughr enter the inner, ſo 
nmne but thoſe that are made Prieſts and 
Kinss to God ran enter the ſecond part, 
which xs the interiour will praftiſe.l in 
fſpirituall and Divine meditations. Into 
# le third none entered bur rhe High Prieſt 
Fefus Chriſt,ſo nens ran enter mto thus life 
ſuperrminent but thoſe who are annomnted 
with the wnttiin of God, having Chriſt 
formed in thei , an1 having juch a hich 
Prieft have boldnefſe of acceſſe to the 
thiwzs withm the wvaile. 

Nowas none could enter the Holy of ho- 
{i-., pirg over the firit && ſecond Temple, 
Þ 1 .nvſ} paces ITarey an { paſſe ſtep by ſtep 
» on? end t9 the other of the outward 
_hnvar / Temp &© 5 before t2?y C oult ap- 
arr) the inmyoft : ſo none tan make eſcape 
nb hat's made 
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bedrence of the exterrour will, auld rontem- 
plati n of the imnterraure*xcept it by by rap» 
ture. And as at the lift the waile of the 
Temple was rent in twain which was the 
partition-wall, that ſo a!l might ſes the 
Arles Mercy-ſeate » Fc anl nothino be 
bid from theireyes : ſo, although whilſf 
we are in the outerwe ar? not in the inner » 
whilſt we are mm the inner , wee ar2 1"t n 
the inmoſt Temple or will! of God : yet they 
leade ſo on? to the other , that the» /2aue 
not untill they come to the inmyſt of all: 
And as the thre? Courts were but on? Tem- 
ple diſtinguiſbed into Courts, ſo theſe three 
are but one will diſt inguiſhe.l into outer 
mer, and intimate. It's poſſible, Realers 
thou ſhoul.lſt expe ſmnething in commen* 
dation of this Treatiſe , but it is of age t0 

ſpeake for it ſelfe , and is licenſed by the 

myſt tearne.l and ju licious. Againe, wile- 

dome 1s juſtthed of her children : Tr4erh 

eels n1 praiſe of men : thou muſt remems 

ber the Author was a man , an41 Elias the 

man #s ſubjet tn inflr:mities , his heauenty 

treaſure is in an earthly 1 eſſe Lth»4 foul (jF 

de well to try the ſpirits, a1d from with- 

mt9 approve or reprov?.To mo 1 confeſs he 
ſpeakes divinelys and on this (4h ' «5 ſecont 

tonne; but mine yes arc nt thine : ts in 
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Gods light alone that thou and I ſhall ſer 
Hieht. Only Realer lt m> leave this with 
thee, this Treatiſe + ſearch it and di(rover 
7e, ſuch ſubtilh ſer rot, thin, ſpriritualt, and 
elmoſt indiſcernib” imperfetirns y with 
cures wnto each of them applied, that what 
thou haſt moſt of all admired as. moſt excel 
lent, endeavoured after as moſt worthy, 
and refted in as m»ſt happy , that I ſay hee 
ſhall in the ſtrength of God ftrip thee of 
and ſhame thee with. 

Remember alſo that the perfeftion hee 
here drives at,is an uncreated perfettion 
nor to be ſought for or found m the atts, 
thoughts , minde or will of man , ating. 
domg and beingſomethmg,though never [| 
heavenly : forTheſe ſhall never be foun: 
the beſt perfeFjons, having the/r imperfe 
etions:bur thx is a paſſive perfeionwher 
m we ceaſing to be of our ſelves, God one!) 
now is being, doing and working , drawing 
Forth his beauty in us ,. and putting his g lv 
Ly On wi, that man might have wherem 1 
glory, not in himſelfe,but in the Lord: ani 
this fhall be don? to him whom the Lov: 
will honour. 

FT intend it for experience Chriftian 
who ſhall be able to ſer to their ſeale th: 
God IsIrue. Ant thus nv» doubting th 

gro 
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leo good ſucceſſe hereof amone ſt the childre?! 
th of lights the taught of God , who run att 
reade the hillen and deepe thines ef Gol» 
I recommen1 both it and thee to the 
th word of God and hjs 2 de mM the fac © 

of the Lord Feſus Chriſt , being 


vey thine aſſured in the unity of 
hy rhe ſpirit , and bond 
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-.1 That the Eſentiall Will of God dif- 
rs fers nothing from God. The difference 
lake —| betwixct it and the Interiour Will. 


Ow having tinitht what 
| wee had to fay of the ewo 
ficlt parts, Exteriour and 
Interiour,comprilng the 
ppbives Aﬀtive and Contemplative, 

B wee 


A 


The Eflentiallwill f Cod 

wee come to the third part per- 
raining to the Effentiall Will 
an containiag the Supereminent 
[ jte. 

This Effentiall Will is all Spi- 


rit and Lite, clearc, abſtract anc 


2 


pure of it ſelte ; denaded and un: 


clothed of all tormes of all Cres 
tres bodily or ſpiritual], ſub;el 
to time, or Eternal]. Nor is it ap: 
prehended by any ſenſe, Judge 
ment or Reaſon of Man, bur i 
tranſcencls all humane conceit an! 
capacity, inaſmuch as "tis nothin: 
dittin& trom God hiniſelte ; andi 
neither a thing ſeparated fror 
God, nor a thing conjoyned or uv 
nited with him, but preciſely Gor 
hinrſelfe and his owne true Bzing 
For, Whereas this Will is 
God; it follewes that it is God 
becauſe in God is nothing whichi 

not God. 
For, it in God were found an 
thill 


thi 
wel 


tinite j 


an 
311 


os God pimieete 3 
thing which were not God, then 
were there fome impertc&ion in 
him ; lince (without exception) all 
things are impertect which are any 
wayes diltinCt from him. But, ſuch 
a difference bctwixe his Being 
and his Wil, would leave him very 
unperfect : tor, then hee could not 
be a fimple Being and pure At, 
which all the Fathers athrie he is: 
but muſt admit Compolition at- 


. tended with many DeteQs. For, 
| ſo he ſhould have ſomewhat in 
, one part , which in another hee 


wanted , nor could hee have all in 


. every part. He ſhould pofſeſle ſome 


perte&tion in one part, whereof he 
were deſtitute in another. And fo 
could henot be infinite in all kind 


. of pertetion. Yea, he were berea- 
; vedof his divine Nature,if his Wil 
; Were ſeparated from his B-ing ; be- 


cauſe he ſhould then be concluded 
tnite in both : For, where his Will 
B 2 begun 


Ll 
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4 The Eſſential! will of God 
begun, there (hould his Being end, 
and there ſhould his Will end 
where his Being begun : Both be- 
cauſe/he ſhould be concluded tinite; 
If finite, limited ; it lintited, crea: 
ted ; if created, a creature , but not 
a Creator and God : And againe, 
becauſe it he were limited, hee mult; 
needs be limited by ſomewhat. 
Bat it any have limited him, then 
is there ſome greater then he : And 
conſequently , he cannat be called 
God , then whom a greater i: 
Found. 

Furthermore, if his Will could 
be ſeparated from his Being , by 
whom ſhall we imagine ſuch ſepa 
ration to be made ? Not by th: 
Creature ; ter it could not : Not 
by the Creator, tor he would not 
The Creature could not ; for,ther: 
was no \uch : God would nor, be 
cauſe in each part of hira he love: 
himleltealike. It you ſay they wer 

leparates 
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ſeparated trom the Beginning; you 
make two Gods from the Begin- 
ning. It by and by after the Begin- 
ning, that croſſes Reaſon, and can- 
not be : ſince the Alone-God ina(- 
much as he is one, he cannot be ſe- 
parated 3 no more-then being one, 
inaſmuch as he is One, he cannot 
bedivided. And it we may behold 
the very creatures, as Fire and Wa- 
ter, whoſe nature is no more than 
a beame or ſparke of the perfetion 
of this Divine Natare, ſo to main- 
taine themſelves in their Unitie 
and Intirenefle, as not only not to 
ſeparate themſelves, but al{o being 
ſeparated, to reunite and incorpo- 
rate; How much more then muſt 
we grant that perfe&ticn of Unity 
to that Nature which natures all 
theſe ? But, let us grant that this 
Nature can be ſeparated, andthat 
it hath indeede ſo come to patle; 
neither of them can bee God: 

B p becanſe 


© Tore Eferitial! will of God 
becauſe neither of them is inh11ite: 
toraſmich as Iniinjite admits no 
ſecond. 

Bnt to what puarpote doe I al- 
ledge ſo many reaſons to prove fv 

Ipable and known a Truth , a 
that Gods Will is God himſette: 
when the generall Conſent of al. 
the Fathers witneſſeth the ſame' 
whereupon faith Saint Hilary, 
God, who is Light, ſubliits not 0 
Compounds: Nor,who is ſtrength, 
is hel together of weake parts: 
Nor, who is Light , is made up 0 
obſcure pieces ; Nor who is Spirit, 
is framed of unequalls : All that: 
in him,is One: So that his Wil wh 
is in him is himſelte, and is his B« 
ing or Eſſence. For whatſoever ht 
hath, is every way the ſame that |: 
is. Alfo, the Matter of the Sentcn: 
ces. The {mplicity and purity 0 
this Being is ſuch , That there: 
nvt any thing in it , which is no! 

it 
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it : bat hee thac hath , and that 
which is had, are the ſame. Again, 
the other ſaith, God is not of 
Compounds as Man, ſo that in 
him that which is had thould bee 
one thing, and he that hath it ano- 
ther. But, all is Lite and Nature, 
viz. pertect and Intinite , and not 
compoled of parts different, bur it. 
ſelte living through the whole. 
And Boetius upon th» fame faith, 
This is traly One, in whom can be 
no number . nor other thing in it, 
but that which j* it , neither any 
thing ſubject to ir. Saint Auguſtine 
alſo faith : In the Siibitance of God, 
there is not another thing which 1s 
not Sab'tance, as it there Stibitance 
were on? thing, and accident anos 
ther ; but whatſoever can there be 
underlitood , is Subitanc?. Brit, 
theſe things may calily be {aid and 
leeved ; but without a pure heart 
they can never be icene. Andin a- 
B | nother 
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another place.So is had in the Na- din 
cure of every one of the three, that him 
he which hath is that which hee pon 
hath as an unchangeable and fim- caul 
ple Subſtance. Whereupon 1/idorus derl 
faith : Godis fimple , whether in the! 
notloling what hee hath , or be- this 
cauſe he hath not one thing which d 
is not hee, and another which is den 
in him. All which Authorities do duc 
largely prove that the Will of God Anc 
is God himlſelfe. Even the Came inw 
fimpleand ſole Being with him. pert 

Wherefore, firſt of all I adnio- Wit 
niſh the Reader in his ſeeking and nit) 
contemplating of this Effentiall any 
Will, not to have recourſe to any WOo1 
Images, formes , or figures, how mar 
ſubtil or ſprit:ly ſoever. But con- ; 
trariwile, leaving them all, as un- Jett. 
worthy of this Will, and altoge- it fa 
rher oppoſite thereto 3 let himbe- ing. 
hold the fame as in it ſelfe it is, e- on 
ven the Being of God far tranſcen- the 

ding 
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ding all created things , and alſo 
himſelte. Againe, I dekve that this 

point be carefully obſerved , be- 

cauſe the perverſe habit of our un- 

derſtanding which cannot behold 

the ſame without ſome form,makes 

this errour familiar. 

Note alſo, that the two prece- 
dent Wils are to be drawn and re- 
duc'd tothis whereof wenow treat; 
And all our ations, outward and 
inward, bodily and (pirituall,to be 
perfe&ed in this Will. 1. viz. To 
wit or that is to ſay, In the u- 
nity of the Divine Being, without 
any back(liding at all. And if this 
word | Will | ſeeme to ſtumble any 
man , by raiiing ſome Image, or 
bringing to minde ſome other Ob- 
ject, then may he ar his pleaſure ler 
it fall, and hold fait the word | Be- 
ing | or | God, |though indeed not 


ſo much matter necd bee made of 
the word, as tor the ſimplification 
Bg of 
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ot the minde, which in theſe thre: 
words, Will, Being, God, ditcern: 
vne and the ſame thing, 

Now. betwixt the Interiour and 
EfJentiall Will 1s this ditference 
The one goes before, the other to] 
\uwes. The one is the mean, the 0 
cher the end. The one interiour, 
the other intimate:the one unitive; 
the other transformative. I he one 
almoſt efſentiall, the other altoge- 
ther. The one hath certatne Ima- 
ges, yet very ſubtil: the other i: 
pure,naked, and withoutall forms 
{1 the one the foul yet moves fom- 
what, in the other thee's at p -rted 
Reſt. In the one thee's active , in 
the other paſlive , as receiving the 
influence and intimate operation 
of her Bride-groome. Andas the 
Interiour ariſes from the Exterior, 
{o the Efſentiail ariſes out of the 
Interiour. 
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be rote. t9.by ans meane of Man © wit) 
Reaſons aſſuring the ſame. 


Aving now under.rood the 
4 Nature, perteition, & height 


of this Will, it followes that wee 
preſcribe a mean to attaine there- 
to. A mzane [ lay, wichout meane. 
For, "tis impoſſible that any a&, 
meditation, thinking, aſpiring or 
working can bee of ſifhicient force 
thereto. No diſcourſe, ex-rcite nr 
Rule, nor any meane t-) bee h-re 
enterpoſed betwixt Gol an the 
Soule : Bat even this onely End 
without any meane to draw 11s toy 
it, an.l catte us to the blefſed viii 

and cont-molation thereot. And 
this accord-th wich St. bon. why 
ſaith, that here th? higheit ſp-cu- 

lation of all others, as that of the 

Frinity by St. Don. is to bee left : 

Nor, 


'p: As meanes to the Viſton 


Not.that the ſame is not good and 
excclicnt, but becaule there is ano- 
ther more ſupreme apprehention in 
the mind of Man, by which only 
the higheſt 1 pir it 1s molt wonder- 
tully arrived in the Eye of the un- 
deritanding muit be ſtrongly borne 
downe, becauſe in this Contem- 
plation 'twill alwaies apprehend 
that which the atteCtion tends to: 
whence it is that the greateſt itay in 
our Riling is the ſtrong-cleaving 
of the underltanding to the Delire. 
the which muſt nethelefſe bx 
ſtrongly borne downe, becauſe i 
conceits either phamaftically, cir: 
cumſcriptibly or in ſome limitec 


manner.And ſtill as much as in this 


Riling the underſtanding 'mixes 
{ge with the deſire; ſo much int 
purity is there. And againe, as fa 
as theeye of the underſtanding | 
blindfolded ( which will nor bel 
done without hard praGtile _ 

our: 
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bour : ) ſo much is the eye of the 
delire in her reach mounted more 
freely and eminently without com- 
pare. And now, the delire isto 
torlake all conlideration and love 
of ſenitbles, alſo the beholding of 
all Intelligibles, and riſe up pure 
withouc admixttion of the under- 
ſtanding to that ſatisfyer of her 
longing whom in her extent ſhee 
knowes, that ſhe may bee the more 
intimately uniced to him. For, 
Ince this being is plainely Cſuper- 
naturall, it falls not within the 
bounds of ſenfe or underttanding, 
ſurpaſſing mans capacity it cannot 
bee comprehended. "Tis not laid 
hold on but without us; bat, 
when we bend to any yearnings or 
acts whatloever, we remaine with- 
in our ſelves. *Tis not receiv'd bat 
when Man ſuffers : But the Soule 
producing afts is agent. This be- 
ing is above us, but our owne aRts 

below 


. 
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below us. And therefore ſaith St 
Bun. wee are here to de:ift trom all 
natural] incurvation and percept;- 
on.All thinking in operation how 
ſpritely ſoever it be, is Jeife then 
\wee. But this being is greater. 
The double loobe is quickly gone; 
The ſinvle eye ftands fioxt in one. 
He therefore that ſtoops to the 
Creatare, I meane to any Meane, 
att, or operation perceives not the 
Creator. That this being may bee 
received, it onely muſt be mind2d: 
bet intellctuall ditcourſes glide 
n5 away. "Tis then only compre- 
hend-d when it comprehends and 
poſleſſ:s us, which befalls not fo 
long a* wee are entangled in our 
owne thinkings , a&ts and wor- 
kings. *Tis moſt 1tmple , there- 
fore unconceivable to any other 
bt a throughly retined underſtan- 
ding. No ſearching knowledge is 
able to transforme ; This is the - 
ce 
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fice of Love onely. So often as tht 
ſenſes or underitanding are diitra” 
ed about any working, the ſoule 
is alſo poſted to the ſame objec, 
and mult need:s conſequently bee 
writhen & bend-d below her ſelfe, 
and cannot therefore flye above her 
(ſelte. 

And thus 'tis evidd-nt that in this 
matter,no helpot any Meanof Mai 
i3 tobz ſought: Nor is it once to 
be thought that this Being may be 
approached by any Reaſon or diſ- 
courſe of the Underſtanding : bur 
contrariwiſe,ſuch diſcourſes & afts 
are to be utterly abandoned, and 
all working of the Lnder*anding, 
to be ftronzly hel:1 below,as Dion 
to Timothy : See (faith hee) that in 
rung to my:iical Vitons,-iz. The 
Divine Bing , thou forſake thy 
wits by a ſtrong contrition and all 
workings of thy underſtanding, 
and all knowablcs and A 
al 
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. . #* 
and ariſe as unknowingly as may {elfe 
be poſlible to the Viſion of him how: 
which tran\{cends all ſubitance and offer 
knowledge. ked a 

| therefore conclude : That ftince by w 
all alpirings, meditations and dil- tellef 
courſes are here of no uſe, and andg 
{incethe wit, judgement, and rea- 
ſon of Man muit fal! before the Di: 
vinz Glory ; And lince all acts and 
workings of the Underitanding 4 Me 
are to be forſaken;I conclude I ſay, #4 
that no humane or a&ive Mean: 
may be tound to attaine thereto 
This Bzing can no otherwiſe bs 
comprehended then as it gives i 
{c]Ifeto be comprehended : Nor 0: cient | 
therwile underitood then as it & this B 

ens itſelfe to be underitood : Not be fon 

* feen in any other manner the! And | 

as it gives it lelte to be ſeene : Not where 

be taſted, knowne, poflefſed , but yer pa 

as it gives it ſelfe t5 bee ralted, Man d 

knowne, and poſſefſed. Ic w_— reaſon 
eltt 
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ſelfe to be comprehenaed , when, 
how, and by whom it pleaſeth. It 
offers it ſelte to be underſtood, ta- 
ked and enjoyed, when, how, and 
by whom it luſteth. But our in- 
relletuall powers are unuſetull 


and good tor nothing. 
CHAP. 3. 


Of the firſt Mean. 

A Mean to be found without a Meane : 
Paſſive, not Aftive,nor conſiſting, in 
Atts of the Minde. And the ſame 
two-fold. 


Ao as we have ſhewed 


no meane of Man is of ſuth- 


* cient power to attain the Viſion of 
* this Being ; yera divine Mean may 


be found able to compats the ſame: 
And thongh not Aftive or Atual, 
wherein Man may doe ſomewhat ; 
yet pailive or efſentiall , wherein 
Man doing nothing, ſutters. By 
reaſon of which reſting from aCti- 
Gl 
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on I call ita Meane without Mean. 
For, as thereby "tis granted us to 
attaine our highe:t felicity , ani 
theretore it may be rightly terme 

a Vieane ; So, baſon ach asall wor 
king the Minde are therein to 
be forſaken , "tis withour Meane 
lince all Meane requires fuch wor: 
kings. Or rather you may call it; 
divine({ and not humane ) Mean: 
becauſe there the Spirit of Go: 
does all,the humane nothing. Go: 
only dozs ; the foule only ſuffers 
And to thee is immediately unitz 
to God without any Meane (as fa 

the Fathers.) The Head of our Spt 
rit is that Underl! 
the Saints 1s immediat-!y nit? «lt 
God That ri.;nzz wii ch is calle 
[by unknowing | is n» other th: 
an immediate motion throug 
flames of Love, without all glal 
of the Creature, without forethir 
- king ; alſo without motion of ti 
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Underitanding, that the dejre a- 
lone may touch ; and th- fearchine 
knowled ye in the ATaall exorcite, 
know nothing thereof. 

Now to clole all jt a word: 
This Means thall bs no other, then 
even the Continuation of the ſame 
Will by conftane purſuing it with- 
ont ſtay, and by perlevering in the 
trait or corie thereof, already 
knowne and taſted in the Interior 
Will, till it bring us into the E(- 
ſentiall. And ſo, (as we have pro- 
miſed ) it thall appeare how this 
ſole point of the Divine Will con- 
taines the whole ſpiritual lite from 
the very firſt Rudiments of the A- 
(tive to the ſpire of the Contem- 
plative and ſupzreminent, without 
any need to tarne aſd? trom it, to 
torſace or inchange it, foraimnch 
as in it (elte alone, it ſtan.1s for che 


- traeBeginninz , moſt perket end, 


and happy Meane. 
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And this Continuation muy he, reacl 
had two wayes. 1. By the naked! bleſſ; 
Intluence, ſweete operation , and thoſ 
moſt intimate Inaftion of this a our 
lone VVill, by the which ic anni- The 
hilates all the as of the ſouls then 
fimnplifying and ſupping her up in had ; 
itſelte. The other Meane ftays no: The 
upon this working alone, butalſ{c ayre 
ſuperads ſome curious ſleights o: blow 
our part ; Not that the ſame be & ſow! 
erciſedin Ads of the Minde ; for. Devo 
ſo far is it from that, that quit ſo ce: 
contrary, they wait to hold dow: fecur 
all workings and to keepe her ne ſugre 
ked : Of which Means the fir{ti; luren 
more proper and agreeing onelj} ther 
(or at leaſt chiefely) with hol! firit t 
who have beeen trained up in thi dorne 
worke. The other Iyes more ope, 4 cert 
not looking on theſe only,but e Ing tf 
tending it ſclte alſo to others wh! But i! 
have not walked in this way , bi Begin 
in ſome other, and yet have nd both 1 

reac! 
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be reacht this eminent degree and 
ed. bleſſed end ; The one pertaines to 
n{ thoſe that have reli{ht this Interi- 
» our Will and the Lure thereof ; 
n/- The other ſuites no lefſe with theſe 
il: then with thoſe others who never 
)in had any experiment of the ſame. 
nc: The one is theirs, on whom the 
UG ayre of fervour and devotion 
Ol blowes ; The other is for thoſe al- 
ex {owho have only an intelleftuall 
for. Devotion. The one is not alway 
wit fo certaine : the other perpetually 
yn. lecure. In the one this Will by 
nz fugred influences and familiar Al- 
ſti; Jurements adornes the foul : In the 
lj other, the Bride-groome ſ2emes at 
hoſt firſt to ſtand aloote and 1-t her a- 
thi dorne her ſelfe. In the one is found 
pet, 4 certaine {centible Devotion flow- 
tex Ing from the knowinz powers : 
wh! But in the other (eſpecially in the 
| by Beginning) ſhee mounts above al, 
end doth wit and underitanding ; And 
eacl there 


o 


2 7 Subtilejt imperfections are 
there is CGud ieene, and by z1AKE fr{} 
love held and en;oyeal. I houghy Imp! 
for all this, in conclution theſe two! ſecg, 
waycs fall into one , leade to the defjr 
ſame end , aid arc taitcd in the tet 
{ame manner. The 
| et every One thereture take ti nelle 
himſelfe which of thcle 2 Mcane! ghje 
he ftindes allotted him ; andnot in: | 
tangle himfelte in both at once : 0; there 


which the\ econd 13 perteCter I? but n 


the Act Aunithilation. ; thou 
! been 

Cuar. [IM | multi 

! light( 


The firſt Poinr, boo 


Foure principail points ef to fr conve 
Meamic, with a Declaration of the fil be mo 
union 

He hirit Meane containes Four cloſer 
points, by which the tract of yet js, 

this Will is followed, and being anq oy 
intifted in is profperouſly till deſires 
and ſpent in the Effentiall. Thy infinie 
| fy hinife! 


in ſimpleſt comtemplations. 23 


v frſt whereof is a (ecret bluſh at the 
J Impertection of her Eyeiight. The 
v2 ſecond, a flowing of the burning 
t delires into God. The third, a per- 
kt fect Denudation of the Spirit. 
The fourth,an cverlaſting prefent- 
( neſſe and inſtant full vitionof thi3 
& object and moit bleſſed end. 
I” For the ftirit, molt certain*!y. 
0; there is noconttplation ſo elevate, 
!? but may yet bee raiſed higher : no 
thought ſo abſtract, but may yet 
bee more abſiracted : No light 16 
multiplyed, but may yet grow 
 lightlomer : No pull fo violent, 
} butther's yet further to goe : No 
| converſion ſo f1mplec,but ic may yer 
4 be more {implitied : Nor Ialy any 
 Junion ſo cloſe, but may yet be made 
ou} cloſer. Yet, that it can bee {0 and 
{yet 15 not ſo, is tobe imputed ro us 
and our dcefe&, not unto God who 
deſires no other thing,nor can bur. 
infinitely detive to communicate 


bini{cle, All 


2+ Syubt tleſt impe rfefeci 19M are 
All our Contemplation ther an 
hath ſome cloud; All our Ab- the 
ltraftions, ſome concrete Image 101 
All our light,intermixeddarkenes ſtrc 
All our Attrations, ſome Re wel 
tration; All our converiions, ſonr the 
turning away ; All our Vnions ther 
ſome partition] how pertet ſoeve ding 
they be, | and that through ou grov 
owne detc&. But becaule the tine lure 
our Imperfetions bee , the mor. hier 
they raſſe undiſcerned and uncor. Perte: 
rected : Theretore , thele tailing they 1 
being moſt ſecret and impalpabl; lereir 
are {eldome or never dilcovered: Print « 
much leſſe ſmoothed with the 1a! King © 
hle. ltract 
Where is tobe norcd , that th{and th 
purer and more i[Juminate th/@tpoſ] 
Minde is, the more curious and in/te Mp 
vilible are alſo her deceptions ; tur our -4 
elſe ſhee would dilcerte and knoFren the 
them. Burt in this ſupereminent lit tle&tio, 
the Minds: j5 tar away molt retineK0gs the 

al 


in fimpieſt contemplations. 25 
«. and highly illuminace : It followes 
þ. therefore that her deceptions beal- 
ge {0 ſecret and hid-len. Ergo, they be 
« ſtrongly deluded, who in this lire 
\& Weigh their {pots and blemithes in 
m. the fame, and no tickler balfance 
ne then in th: other Lives : Not min- 
ve. ding that in what mea{:;re the mind 
ou grows In purity, in the {ame mea- 
ne ture allo Nature more clouſcly teeks 
or. her ſelte. And although theſe Im- 
or. perteRtions ſeeme tmall , yeroring 
not they no (mall diſadvantage : tince 
bl. herein Contemplayion the {ſmallett 
"ed. print of Knowing , the lea!t wor- 
1; King of the Wits , Image how abs 
tract ſoever (the Pailion excopied) 
- tþ4and the {hortclt dtitraCtion that 
th can polhibly T's Conccived, {lt Te [op 
1nd high tiizche , and the enlarring 
 {(7Or QUT 4preaclii i of the ,Yiinde: Yea 
no£ven che ſmalielt Inunortiacationg 
clifAtte&tion , or tearch ot Nature, 
3 ncblogs the molt hiya {pricely ring, 
G Vy hiccetvore 


»6 CSubiileſt imperfetiions are 


Wherefore they erre very nuch 
who in this Lite doe ſwallow and Sc 
palle by lightly all theſe Imperte- fc 
&ions as if till they were conver- fal 
ſant in the Aﬀtive Life, not en- fb 
ploying their talent , light and of 
clearnelle of ſpirit faithfully to the ded 
rooting out of all other defetts, and 
but conniving & cloſely flattering Yee! 
themſelves,deny the ſame to be any ther 
blemithes,and fo arrogate to then 19 m 
{elves too nuich liberty, and tick the 
and pamper their Senſuall Natur, fart 
uſing that great grace and purity « me! 
Minde to turne in for ſeeking «© te, 
comfort, but nor to the pertect ds and fa 
nyall of themſelves, ſticking ala Fith i 
in their Imperfe&tions,and playin; #110n 
faſt and looſe , now flanding f Pte | 
the ſpirit, and by and by for de fan 
feſh,lJonging to taſte ſpiritual] aremſe] 
{enſuall Joyes both at once, ar, tha 
coveting to paſſe all into ſpif2 our 
without contciftation of the 1 loeve 
So ofty Co 


im ſimpleſt contemplations. 27 


4 Sometimes alſo in praying, ie ſut- 
fices them to be deceived under a 
falſeſhew of good thinking , that 
they trow and know that manner 
4 Of Aﬀtion to beholy and commen= 
þ ded in Spirituall Lite, as Aſpirings 


ks and other Geſtures of that kinde 


yeelding a Senſible Comfort. And 
therefore ſince it ſeems to do them 


an 
= ſo much good , they forſake not 
4-1, the uſe thereof , though in their 


rg. hearts they well know that thoſe 
y q lame be great Impediments in this 
® . Lite, as alſoall the other detects 
> d and failings which uſually we meet 
Ii Fith in our Comtemplation and 
yin Union, from which they bee never 
o fi quite freed , how ſubtilly ſoever 
> (ae ſame have winded in and hid 

11 ,r themſelves. 
ar, That therefore we may returne 
<< 0 our purpoſe,the ſou! how high - 
e108) lvever inlightned and ſeated itn 
S nJofty contemplation, yet ſtraight 
C 2 dilcovers 
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25 CFubtileſi imperfetFions are 
covers here ſome wan-lrings and 
impzrteCtions exceeding lecret ; 
which blown away, ſhee followe 
her ' Bridegroomes Lure with 2 
ſtronger Mount and {wittcr Mott 
on , purſuing the threed of the 
Divine Wil before drawn into pra- 
&iſe in the firit and ſecond pan 
more eſſentially. And theſe imper- 
fetions be three. 

The brit is a too much boyling 
of the defires and fervours in tht 
Soule, which favours too much 0 
Aion, & dilturbs the ſweet peac 
and quiet Reſt of her Bridegroonr 
in her,and croſſes his tolc, tul, an 
perfect working and abſoluteſove 
raignty over her, where-throug 
ſhee neither Jets her felte be perte 
aly illuminate, nor riles to the ro 
fe kitles and chaſte embraces of he 
Lover, but remains as it were wrt 
then down into her ſelfe. 

The ſecond is a certain —_ 
thi! 
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thin, andunknowne Image of the 
Divine Will which 'the Soule re- 
raines , vailing her from ſecing it 
eſſentially. | 
The third is that ſhee does not 
inſtantly: behold her Bridegroome 
as raally preſent, and more-prefent 
then her felt, and more within her 
then her ſclfe , and more thee then 
her ſelfe; but as one reliant in Pa- 
radiſe, or ſome other-where more 
remote from her then the from her 
ſclfe; whence it was that neither ſo 
lively faith, nor ſo tirme hope, nor 
ſo ardent Love, nor fo ravithing 
entzrcourles pait b2tweene them as 
otherwile ſhould befall. Yet, look 
| not that ſhe ſhould pertettly dif- 
cern all theſe tailings till thee have 


* reached the following degre-s, be- 
| cauſe they can hardly be perceive 


til] they be corretad by the Divine 
Spirit. Andrthefe thre Impeorti tie 
ons doe directly oppote rhe th; 
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30 The hot boylings of good deſires, 


following points and perfeCtions, 
handled in the three next Chap- 
ters. And therefore we will treate 
of them al together, that the one 
may remedie the other. 


The Second Point. 


CHAP. 5. 

Of the too much Boyline of the Deſires, 
and of the flowing of the ſame De- 
fires inte God. Where #« ſhewel 
Jimple and eſſential rite of tix 
Alinde. 


FF not my purpoſe by this too 
much boyling of the Delire; 


to reprove thoſe ſacred Defire 
which in God are found in his Be- 
ing, or ſo far forth as they ve orde 
red aright, but ſo far as they are il 
ordered, or have ſome complemen 
annexcd, which hinders their ful 
nes &perkctt conſunmation,Deit:- 
cation, free entry , ſpentnelle an! 
dying 
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hinderances to perfeftion. 31 


dying in God. This hinderance is 
no other but the to much boyling 
of them. 1. Aﬀive. Aﬀive I ſay 
(excluding the patlive) which is c- 
ver ſtill, without noiſe , without 
ARs,protound and godlike :) But 
the Ative on the other fide, impa- 
tient, unconſtant, ſuperticiall, too 
much ſmelling of Man, and of the 
nature and operation of Vian. And 
this twofold {pecics of the Deitrcs 
may fitly be reſembled to two wa- 
ters, whereof the one 1s muddy, 
bubling and full of murmur ; yet 
but ſhallow : the other cleare, 
ſmooth,and ſtill, yet extream deep. 
Therefore this boyling of the De- 
fires (though good in the Begin- 
ginning) is here to be rejefted Not 
that good deſires are to be refuſed, 
but their Imperfe&ions : Not that 
we ſhould forſake them, but perfect 
them, nor yet loſe them, but refine 
and fulhll them in God, For, as 
C 4 (cede 


Good deſires perfected 
ſeed is not loft becauſe caſt in his 
Kg 

place, but changed and mu:tiplied, 
as we (ec ina graine of corne, that 
it peri{heth notthough thrown in- 
to the ground, but is changed and 
encreaſed : So, neither doe good 
Detir.s peri:h when they be termi 
nat-;{jn God,but are puritiect,mul 
tiplicd, and perfc&ted, And as the 
grain of corne, uniefle it firit cor- 
rupt and dyc, bringeth not forth 
Increaſe 3 So neither doe good Do 
ſires ever take their eff-ts. i. Unt 
on and Transformation , unlzf 
they tirltbe exhauſted, or fal ſound 
afleep in God. Whence is that ſay- 
ing of our Saviour : Except a grain 
of corn falling into the earth, dye, 
it bringeth no fruit ; Burt if it dye, it 
bringeth much fruit. As alto at firl 
the graiue js ncediull,to in tho 2nd 
it muſt needs corrupt , that wheate 
may grow up. 


Tis thus with good Dehires and 
thelr 


Z2 


— 


mto 
prox 
are 1 
and 

How 
lengt 
main 
tered 
and ] 
neith 
after 1 
ſevere 
as int 
comp! 
ISnot 
at al t: 
comn1 
portu! 
ved ; ] 


nt 
wi 
nd 
ay- 
ain 
ye, 
>. It 
ark: 
2n( 
eate 


and 
el 


ll t perijved In God. J5 
their Annihillation, that they may 
obtaine their Union with God. 
But asin this corruption, the grain 
1s improp-rly ſaid to be corrupted, 
but rather to be altered or changed 
into Corne ; So allo wee ſay im- 
properly that theſe good Defires 
are nothing 3 but rather changed 
and transformed into Union. 
Howbeit, as the graine is never at 
length returned the ſame , but rc- 
maines for ever transformed oral- 
tered into Corne as into his effe&t 
and laſt end and perteftion : So 
neither are theſe good Deſires ever 
atter to be begun again, but to per- 
ſevere transformed into Union 
as into their effe&t and crowne of 
complearneſſe. Laſtly, as the grain 
1snot to be calt in every earth, nor 
at al times, but very carefully, both 
commodiouſneffe of place and op- 
portunity of ſeaſon is to be obſer. 
red ; In like manner, good delires 
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34. IVhen and wizre 


are not every where to be anni 
Jated, butin God alone: Nor yet 


In every exerciſe, but only in that j 


of the Union : Nor yet {oainly in 
the beginning, but in the tim al. 
lotted tor that purpoſe, which i: 
even after the Exerciſe of the 4 
tive Life well drawn into pradtil: 
is accompliſht. Where plainly ap- 
peares how much they are blinded 
that thinke they muſt alway be do 
ing and never reſt from ſuch fer 


vert Ats & Yearnings ; And mud j 


more they that in ſuch manner 
working imagine the true Unia 
to be placed,and condemn the cor 
trary for faulty , and ſtilnefle fo 


nothing worth ; which is flat cor inaſn 
trary to the doCtrine of Dion of the 
24 before cited Chap. 2. who alli but in 


faith in another 


lace , That ou it rece 


Intelle&uall ak gs muſt be ct more. 
off, that we may ſend in our ſelvt liſted 
{o muck as may be into the Super: on,as 


@lſentia! 


defires are to ceaſe. 35 


1, efſentiall Shine. But the Soul (hal 
ja eure this failing and impediment 
ut inher Journey and found Union, 
1m þy emptying of her tervours into 
al. God ; Not that ſhe muſt work any 
11 thing, but onely ſuffer ſuch wor- 
f" king. 

till The Emptying here of the bur- 
ap- ning Defires into God , is the ex- 
det changing of the prafticke Love 
ds with the fraitive ; or a finall reſt 
e- and full ſatisfation of the defires 
ud inGod, where the Defire is ſwal- 
rt lowed up, and paſſes into poſleſſi- 
101- on, This word emptying inti- 
ol mates two things. 1. Death and 
fo! Life : or Lofſe and Gaine : Becauſe 
ot?! inaſmuch as the Detire flowes out 
1b of the Soule, *cis extintt and dies; 
all! but inaſmuch as *tis ended in God, 
ou! it receives more Increaſe, and lives 
Cl more then ever before. Therefore I 
1v& liſted not uſe the word Annihilati- 
per* 0n,as if they weremade nothing in 
tia) God ; 
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God ; But I ſaid Emptying of the 
Deſires into God, becaule they are! 
preſerved in him. Nor did I call it 
a p:elervation of the Detires, but 
an Emptying ; Intimating thereby 
that they arenot afterward felt in| 
the ſoule, for that they be ſublime, 
& alſo becaule of the lively 8& ſweet, 
working of God in the ſoule, who, 
thus transformes the Dehire into: 
the thing detired. | 
Alſo, this change contains three 
things. A cleer Maniteſtation of th: 
thing deſired; A fall ſarisfation 0d 
the Delires,and a Reſt of the ſan 
For the firſt ; this Maniteſtatior 
of the thing detiree, which is God 
comes not all at once , but ſuccel* 
ſively and as it were by fteps accor: 
ding to th= Increaſe of our Love! 
For, firlt God abidcth in the Soul; 
butſhee knows himnot, Thents 
d-clares himſelfe to her ; bur ob 
{curely : Then more clearly , an! 
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manifeſtationof God. 37 
the! as it were in full Noon-day ; All 
are? which iteppes are exprelt by the 
lit Sponſe in the Canticles. For, firit 
but! *ris plain? by theſe words, T jouyþr 
by] bim , but found yim not ; Where wee 
in} may ſee two things : One, that 
me, God was in her ; the other , Shee 
ret! knewhim not. Whereot the firſt is 
ho apparent in the words | T ſought ; ] 
nto/ "4 "tis wel known, and Auguſtine 
* afirmes {hee ſought him no where 
we without herſelte,ncither could the. 
the The other , That (hee knew not 
104 that hewas in her, is cleare in the 
mz words following ; I found him not. 
100 The ſecond itep of this Manitfe- 
706, ſtation is when God declares him- 
cel ſelfe to be in the ſoule 3 yer ob- 
ot; ſcurely,and more by certain ericts 
ove} ſuch as fervent defires and holy in- 
ou ſpirations , then by any etlen:iall 
1 bs knowledge. The which appears in 
ob» theſe words of the Bride, 1 -au7bt 
an! him, Nor will I let him gee. For in 

A laying 
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53 A ſoure-fold manifeſtation 


ſaying T*caught bim, ſhee ſhews ſheef? T 
doubted not but ſhe had him : Ye: to 1! 
in adding | TilJI bring ] &c. ſhe! ftati 
intimates that poſſeſſion was not! tert 
ſure enough 3 in{inuating that her} then 
Delires were not yet filled with the groc 
Beholding end enjoying of him; that 
but that thould be when ſhee had} his ( 
brought him into her Mothers! ſhea 
houſe. Aud this is when theBride-! ry 
Foun doth not only preſent him- chal: 
elfeas a Lord, but even asa very; layin 
Bridegroome ; not only by whiſ-} wm 
pering Inſpirations, but alſo by ſe- Ther 
cret Touches ; trayning the Soule: fnter 
not as a Tutorby Rules, but as an} oro 
athanc't Lover by amorous allure-} P# elſi 
ments. Yet, fince this Enjoyancej prom 
and Viſion of her Deareſt , hath traCt 
not yet reacht the top of her ex-} Min; 
tent, ſhe ceaſes not to cry to him | mo! 
Who ſhal giveme thee my brother, 8*ts t 
ſucking the Duggs of my Morher, | ding 
that I may finde thee abroad and 
kille thee? The 
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of God. 39 
ee The which at length ſhe attains 
+ to in the third ſtep of this Manite- 
ee! ſtation, much cleerer andexcellen- 
by terthen the former, and which is 
er! then aſcended when as the Bride- 
hel groome drawes ſo neere his Bride 
m:} thatſheeſees his very ſhadow, even 
al his God-like Image, whereunder 
ers! ſhe curiouſly ſurveyes him, keepes 
1... company with, and muſes on him, 
m-. chuling there to ſet up her Reſt, 
ry; laying, T ſate under the ſhadow of bim 
5.) whom Tloved. There ſhe hears him, 
ſo. There ſhe adores him , There ſhee 
ale! entertains his familiar parleyes, a- 
an} morpus diſcourſes, and ſugred cx- 
re-} prefſions 3 There ſhee receives the 
ice} promiſes of Life,the token of con- 
ith} frat and full aſſurance of ſolem- 
x-| Mzing of the Wedding ; Thereſhee 
n;} imboſoms and kiffes him; There ſhe 
er,\ $ets the Jewels, Chains, and Wed- 
er, ' ding Garments. 
nd. Andlaſtly, there ſhe's inabled to 
"he ſtand 
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1 
[tan the Efſential & ſpritelyenter- 
courſes of her Bridegroom?; under 
whole ſhadow fhee tits till the day 
drwn,and the ſhadows decline. Ye 
cventill the Wed ling day and Ef: 
{entiall Viion, when that vaile of... 
ſha-low whercundzr the ſaw him, me ah 
ſhall vanith and paſſe away. Fog... 
which Wedding and happy Viho 
day ſhee waites with deepe ſ1ghe; 
hanging on him with undenyabl: 
Importunity : Show mee thou whon 
my ſoule loves where thou tyeſt in ti 
Noone=day : 0 my Foy ! 0 Center of m) 
Heart ! where and bow T ſball find the 
9 my God, naked without vaile, 
without Image , ſhadow , or ob- 
{curity. 

Which lowly defire, her infla 
med Lover not able to withſtand. 
{trips himfelt before her accordingkher jn 
to her withes, letting her ſee him inþ;jq+ j 
a manner not only unutterable, 
butallo incomprehenſible. 
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And this makes up the fourth 
"Tep which againe is ſo much emi- 
nenter then all the reſt , that not 
only they that have never proved 
cannot conceive it but even others 
that ſometimes have talted it , are 
Imfrot abl- to comprehend the Lu'* +: 
"0 thereof, tince it tranſcends all [- 
magination, wo:rking of the Un- 
Aderltanding, wit, reaſon and indg- 
ment of Man , becauſe *tis done 
thout Man. For. as the Bride- 
oome humbles himfelfe below 
ſelfe : So, his Bride rebounds 
erſelfe above herſelfe , mutually 
ing to celcbrate the Mar riage. 
n this ſtep ſhe 11ngs , I turned to my 
loved, and he to me, thatſhc might 
dare their Auall Union and 
Obtcir Mautnal! en! Sonar hh 9- 
N8hher in Spirit and Tracth. An! a- 
Wbzine in another c* —_ cher: 

le, ce laith, NM Belowe: [ball lodge ! {iCe 
eene wy Breaſts. 
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Next after this full ManifeſtailSpung 
on, follows a full Satisfaftion 4d t 
the Delives by necefſary con be ful 
quence. The more this Manitelt ſothe 


tion is encreaſed , the more is © ed. 
flefire filled ; So that when the M lince * 
niteſtation is in her full cleerneſ$!2 M9 
thenis the deltre compleatly ſatihc9rdln 
fed. Firſt, in that vehement JongP*t*- - 
ing & deltre God was, though accordi 
ſhewed hinnelte but obſcurely,Ty*" > * 
more that Delire blazed , the moj"*-* 
did God diſcover himfclfe there? M 
alwell becauſe of his great LighgH*<c 
Glory and familiarity, as off" © 
ſoules larger Capacity : So tlf-P 

when at length the Deſire is ſtrat 
med up to her higheſt pitch , Gof"* hc 
alſo opens himſelfe in full perfet eſell 
on. Whereupon, the ſoule behaf"s ſat 
ding him in her ſelfe as in a man? 9 
feſt Vilion, hath whatſoever ſheaſs ſatis 
long for , and her deſire is fulfo0d it 
contented : As wee ſee a Veſſell$)> "it 
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;1Spunge that drencht in the Sea are 
1 tilled to the Brim , weh when they 
nbc fall , are able to hold no more; 
«Mo the Deſire being fulfilled and fa- 
« gtisfied, ean wiſhforno more. For , 
Mice *tis true that nothing can let 
ofþin more then It can containe, ac- 
acording to that of the Philofo- 
napner: A! that is received, is received 
h according to the meaſure of the Recei- 
Tier; It followes that neither can 
noſtle Deſire ſtretch it (elf to wiſh for 
Any more when tis full. For, as 
tereceipt of a Vellell is the mea- 
£aHlure of his hollownelle 3 So the 
:/Capableneſſe of the Defire is her 
Contention in defiring. And as 
hat hollowneſſe once filled , the 
-alVellell is full ; So this Appetite be- 
hong ſatisfied , the Deſire can hold 
ano more, But ſurely this Appetite 
eb ſatisfied by the Manifeſtation of 
{God in the Soule;and conſequent- 
1187, the Defire is filled, all particu- 


lar 
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lar Acts being brought to a fulntir 
oint, and all working endedizaſo in 
theend. Whence neceſlarily arilhe gr 

the third point, that is, the dyinffo the 
of the fame Delires, aCts and waſthe thi 
kings, bccauſe the delire being tſdefire 
vanithes ;z and the afts & workinghaniſh 
having reacht the Marke doe cen Go 
to bee. For, as the geaine , wh form | 
once it hath brought f torth cortghemair 
appcares no more; ſo the!e Deligmeltec 
Acts -— having toogAﬀs 
their ctleft, F ruition of Gol Orms, 
doc ccatc any further to be. Bl ere: 
as the Graine though the form fifſoly 
riſh, yet continues in ſubſtance} Ant 
alſo the Deſires, though in formfwhere 
thry be no more, yet live foraPÞeſire 
in Being, - And as the Grain:Þof th 
the end it may produce the efk Vrouy 
miſt of necellity loſe the formſtatior 
{05 nant rhe Detires, And again:Fisfat 
he ſubſtanc c of the graine perilof th 
not, but lives in the cuts aſpoint 
contin! ther! 
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fulcontinues alive, ; the ſame befalls 
edalſo in thele Detices. For, even as 
rithe graine is changed into corne , 
yinfſo the Delire is transforrned into 
Wogthe thing deiired. And though the 
Deſires and Acts be no longer, but 
Unraniſh : yet their being is preſerved 
Hin God. For, as Ice through the 
ridform periſheth , yet the ſubltance 
remains in water into which tis 
1rFelted ; So though the Delires and 
o0JAﬀs vaniſh as touching their 
UdBforms,yet their being for ever per- 
baeveres in God, into whom they 
n Fdifſolve. 

<4 And theſe three be the points 
"mwhereby a change is made of the 
reÞelire into the thing detired , and 
n:Þf the Aﬀ, into the objet it 
fkFrrought upon, i. The Manite= 
mltation of the thing delirecl ; the ſa- 
in;Fisfation of the delircs, and a Reſt 
rilgok the- ſame Deſires , &c. which 
5 points doeneceffarily follow cach 
1nFtherby courſe, = Bleſſed 


i 


lj! 
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Bleſſed Soule , that in her {el Whoſ 
proves this Maniteſtation, this $ wvick 
tisfattion , and this Reſt ! Bleſkk 4" 
Soule that ſecs her Bridegroomef,. A 
cleerly in herſelfe, and is fo bl” c 
lately contented with him , a7 2 
lets all her longings and partiaf” od 
larAts flow into him! But, far 
way moſt bleſſed Soule that in thi”? \ 
Manifeſtation ſees where and hoy? 
he reſts at Noon-day, even in He wy 
of Love and ſuperabundance A:e-G 
brightneſſe ! In ſuch a Satisfaftidp'a.” 
ſhe ſees her ſelte rapt up ande 16 
joyed by her Bridegroome , v A 
ſo ſeizeth upon her, that thena' 
forth all her Mights are expoſ'diy, » 
—_— him, 76 hallowed to hing...,' 
and are waſted in clipping and et, . 
bracing him, till ws with chilly _ 
co him, ſhe extolls the condition, Bs 
of a Spouſe ready to be delivered 0 her 
other firſt borne, even as havingy,4, 
conceived Jeſus, as himſfelte ſaithyy,; 

IF hoſoevt S 
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ca ly hoſoever doth the will of my Father, 
6] which is in beavengthe [ame is my My- 
Cp ther, &'c. 
In ſuch a Reſt of Deliring ſhe is 
peſciv'd in the Infinite abyſs of the de- 
ity of her ſo much long'd for, be- 
oved _—_— She wants no 
omlines after ſuch Manitfeſtation; 
{no ſweetneffe after ſuch Satisfa&ti- 


ia 


| 


naked. 

In theſe is all Beauty ſet before 
ie Brides eyes, ſtounding ker 
7 nich amazement. All (wectneſſe 
4. Is infuſed into her Bowells , over. 
"owing her with admirable delici. 
cio uſnefſe. All ſecrets are diſcloſe 
©"F0 her, fixing her in aſtoniſhmen,, 
at Pothing above this Viſion , ng. 


B ung more joyous then this ſw Corte 


»o101 3 Nothing can ſtay her from U-. 
ion after ſuch a Rett. By this Ma-* 
aft Inifeſtation ſhe ſees her ſelfe behold 
aq; her God uncloathed ; by this Satif- 
faction ſhee receives him into her 


I ſfelfe, and by this Reſt, thee micetes ' 


Detle 
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nefſe; Nothing more ardt then tl; 
embraccment 3 then to behold |. 
Kingly nakednes ot the Divinely , 
ing. What can pofliblebe ſo low 
as when the ſouleunites her ſelft __ 
God, opening him a Reiling in ha 
betweene her Breaits ? what wor! <1 
is of fo high excellency and dig! yo 
ty as his ſole delighttull and ra? © 
ſhing touches within her , the on! 
ſuftering his InaCtion ? © whatur 
expreilble glory ſhines in this Vi 

on, where cleerly appcares thefy (3 
of God tru-lovingly ſmiling upd $,;,;, 
the loule ? © what Joyes docs [if 
ralte, when all vailc blowne awq [INc 
they both chaine theniſelves muty * , ©, 
ally in linckt embracements ? whifyjng 
endlefle tweetenelie ttowes dome alj 
into all her facultics, whcn herl things 
vers Ictt hand ſupports her hatred an, 
his Right hand embracing he implit 
when he intulcs hinmiclte into elpe « 
and by lively aud divins coucDiyjqe 
po 
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th, poures himlelfe into her inmoſt 
Ut, bowels. None there is that can 
5 know ſuch beauty,or conceive ſuch 
0 (weernefſe or imagine ſo high rap- 
lt cure, but he that at ſome time hath 
pa had taſt thereof in himſelfe. Nor 
9 yt he at any other time but when 


BY he atually proves the ſame. 
ra) 


on, Cuap. VI. 

tur ; : 

1 The Third Point. 

c fa Of the perfeet uncloatbing of the 
up? Spirer, 

$ li 


[INcloathing of the Spirit .is a 
a certaine Divine working,puri- 
Wfying the Soule, and [tripping her 
oVfot all formes and Images of all 
rLithings as well created as uncrea- 
hatred, and enabling her ſo naked and 
bYimplitied to contemplate withour | 
0 ifÞhelpe of formes. Firſt, I call ita ; 
K'Divine working, to include all 
D human c 


So Thepurifying of the ſoule fron 


humane,lince no humane workin mak 


can uncloath her, becauſe no wor mor 
king of Man, nor atts of his ur his f 
derſtanding can poſhibly bee with owr 
atall forme and Image : For firl polil 
neceffarily they bee formed an; tron: 
cloathed with ſome Image betor of h 
they be produc't. All things all to tl 
worke according to the conditio wate 
of their owne Nature : But all hs turth 
mane working is imaginative So, 
ergo, works by Imazes, and co with 
ſequently can never effect this u ther j 
cloathing and clearnefle frot on. 
Formes. For, as one contra! ling j 
cannot produce another; ( tor it; come: 
ſtance ſake ) Darknefle, Light,\ trom 1 
S9, can neither imaginary wo! te mz: 
king produce that which is fimult r 
from Images , and without 4But t 
forme. Yea, 1o far is it fromth 
that he that thus ſtrives n1oſt, 
finde himſelte furtheſt off. 
as one treading on ſoft earth! 


a the 
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all formes, a divinc wo FRE. S | 
make it {ſmooth , makes the ſame 
ror more uneven with the prints of 
ur his footing : So, hee that by his 
ith own Att takes in hand to ſmoota, 
fir, poliſh , and uncloath his Coule 
an; tron al] Images, ſhall by the tignes 
for of his his owne afts adde more 
all to thoſe he hath already. And, as 
tic. water , the more ltirring it is, the 
| by further it is from calme and relt - 
ive So, the more a fſoule is ſtirred 
cor with her owne Aion , the fur- 
$Uu: ther is the diſtance from abſtrati- 
fro: 0n. Ancdlas water, the more ſtir- 
tra ting itis, to the end it may be- 
jr it, comecalme and ſmooth, muſt ceaſe 
c,&4 rom motion : So, the ſoule, that 
wot lhe may be made naked and bare, 
; fi-mult reſt from her owne working- 

but this ſtanding Rill or reſting 

tfrom Aftion cannot bee accom- 

Pliſhc by the ſoule alone with fruit 

ad in God. For, itis the worke 

« the Holy Ghoſt, to raiſe and 

D 2 ſuſpend 
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ſuſpend the mights of the fouls, \ 
that they may ceaſe trom all natu- 
rall opcration, and as it were dj 
in Cod. 

\W here many ſoules are grolle 
deludcd , which withour the ra 
ling and pull of the holy Gho# 
reiting trom all working, doe re 
indeed in a Kkinde of abltractioi 
but pure naturall and in their on 
{piric ; yet thinking the ſame 
yernaturall, taking that tal ſe Re 
to be union with God,&c. 

Further, 1 adde,, purityingt: 
{oule, and enabling her lo nat 
& 11mplited, to contemplate wit 
out helpe of tormes. Which wor 
containe two ettccts of this uncl 
thing, Purgation and THuminit 
on. Purgation , becauſe it {tri 
the loule naked of all Images , a 
illumination , becauſe it enad 
her to diicerne (piricuall thi 
without helpz of any Image. } 


our 
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( as we (hall ſee hereafter) the ob- 
| Rot the Humanity and patlion-of 
our {wect Saviour Jeſus is never 
. tobeforfaken ; which how it may 
7. ſandwith the fame Annihilation 
. and uncloathing, wee {hall ſhew 
hereafter. 
Moreover , this uncloathing, 
by the firſt effect of Purgation, 
| belides all other impuriti-s doth 
| principally cleanſe the ſoule trum 
By one, and that a moſt hidden 1- 
_ © mageof the wil of God,which ſhe 
; dwayes retained, bring the ſecond 
| blemiſh of contemplation , men- 
tioned cap. 4. which Image was ſo 
| impalpable and ſpricely , that the 
oule in the Inner will could never 
} diſcover the ſame : but ſtood alway 
.| perfwaded , that ſhe ſaw this will 
{In his owne Being, without any 
torme or vaile at all. Yea, nor 
could ſhe ever perceive that Image, 
OY ll ſhe was cleanſed thereof, there 
> &- being 


———_— —»z <> — 


TT! 


54 The ſoles purgation 
being no imperfe&thing imputei 
to him for imperfet, that knoye 
nothing more perfect. But the ſou 
there knew no better, becauſe thi 
{magewas the higheſt and pur! 
that ever ſhe ſaw. Whence it wi 
that ſhee conld never know th 
ſame for imperfect , though nor 
{he ſees it to be ſo when fhe's pur 
oedof it. If any aske,, How the 
can ſhe winde her ſelfe ont ther 
of, it ſhee cannot know it? Ar 
{wer , That maſt be done by te 
vour of Love, which is Gods on 
worke, and not the ſoules, an: 
which confiſts more in fſafterine 
then in doing. This working 0 
the love of God is ſo inward mig 
ty and powerfull, that it woris 
more livingly in the ſoule, then: 
verſhe felt b:fore. Andthis pull: 
ſo violcnt,that it raviſhes her mc" 
theu ever without her ſelfe. T! 
tire of Love is unquen chable, ti 
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it conſumes all her impurities. And 
fitly , fo ſtrift is this Union,that 
hee is all exhauſted in God, in 
whom all her Imperte&ions be 
drown'd, loſt, and brought to no- 
thing. And by the ſame worke 
ſee gets a new Light , anda far 0- 
ther Capacity then ever ſhe had 
triall of , and 1s thercby enabled 
to worke extatically and ſuperna- 
turally, without and above her 
ſlfe, and all hee naturall and hn- 
mane Underitanding , wherein 
ſtands the ſecond effe& of this un- 
dcoathing , Illumination : For, 
here ſhe is made drunk and giddi- 
ted with ſuch abundance of Light, 
that ſhee is covered therewith ag 
with a garment, transformed jn- 
to it, and made one with the Light 
it ſelfe. For, fince in this mo#t 
ſri& union , God the fountaine 
and Well-ſpring of this univerſal] 
inacceſſible Light is more pro- 

D 4 tound, 
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56 The ravifhing Vifion 

found , inward , and nigh to the 
foule then fhee to her ſelte , and 
that in this Lovely union no {& 
cret of the Bridegroom uſetull for 
her to know is kept from her. | 
followes, that this myſtery tull & 
all joy and ravithment is revealet 
to her, that her Bridegroome, th 
Eternall God fs found within her 
Him ſhe beholds in her ſelfe , after 
her hearts defire , without vaile or! 
Image, ſecing.him as at full noon 
day,how he reſts within her, asin 
his owne Tabernacle , exerciling, 
a ſweet and familiar operation| 
within her. And whilſt ſhee ſees! 
taſtes,and proves how he is nearer} 
to her then her ſelfe ; and how fe 
is more hee then ſhes is her ſelte; 
and that ſhe poſſeſſes him not a 
ſomething, nor as her ſelfe , but 
more then all things , and more 


then her ſelfe. According to this} 1 


Light ſhee (o demeanes her ſelte, 
rluat 


. = 
Wl 


WOW 


of the Tlluminate ſoule. G7 
that all her Joy, Life, Will, Love 


and Sight are much rather in him 
then in her ſelte; and that b-cauſe 
ſhe knowes him farre more excel- 
lent and worthy then her ſelte, 
and hath found him more dezlici- 
ous and ſweet then her ſelfe. And 
laſtly, ſees him more faire and 
glorious then her ſelt. And again, 
having learned by proofe that he is 


| allthings, and her ſelfe nothing, 


and that in him is all beauty,good- 
nefſe, and pleaſure, in her felte 
nothing but bitterneſſe of evill : 
la him alone ſhe ſtayes, in him ſhe 
dwells, in him ſhe lives, and no- 
thing atall in her ſelfe. Whence it 
followes that ſhee is all in God, 
all to God, all for God, and all 
God ; but nothing in her ſelfe, no- 


; thing to her (elfe, nothing for her 
| felfe,and nothing her ſelfe: She all 
| converſant in the Divine Will, 


oirit, Light, and Power ; but 10- 
D 5 thing 
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thing in her owne Spirit, Will 
Light, and owne' or naturall wor 
king. In that Power, in that Spi 
rit,in that Light with an unmore 
able eye ſhee beholdeth this Effer- 
tiall Will , or Divine Being , « 
tis ſaid, In thy Light ſball wee (: 
Light : Here ſhe diſcovers hidde 
and unſearchable ſecrets : Here lie 
her way open to Light, unacce: 
{ible : Here ſhe unfolds unutterab} 
Myſteries : Here ſhe viewes wor 


ders : Here the ſwims in endl: 


joyes. For, being united wit! 
God, none of theſe myſteries, & 
crets and wonders can bee ke 
from her. For, fince God hat 
ſhewed her himſelfe, how ſhall 
nide any needtnll ſecret fromhe 
And now having found with 
her ſclfe, the fountaine of 4 
iweetnefle , and the Well-ſprin 
of all Pleaſures, Delights , a 


loyes, how ſhall fie but bedrow' 
ne 
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ned in the Sea of this ſpirituall 
Deliciouſnzfie? and ingultt in the 
whirling torrent of this Celelti- 
21l Blitie ? Or how {hall the abſtru- 
ſeit ſecrets of God be thut before 
her, to whom he hath bared and 
laid open his Boſome ? Or how 
ſhall his Myſteries bee ſealed up 
from her , to whom he hath re- 
vealed himlelfe face to face 2? Who 
indeed is a ſecret God. 


CuapPp. VIL 
The fourth Point. 


Of the neareneſſe or ever inſt ant 
Vijton and preſence of the happy-ma= 
kiny end. 


Eb, tourth and Iafſt ep of this 
Meane tollowes next after 
this Uncloathing of the Spirit. 
i. The Propinquity or neare A(- 
liſtance of this Being, which is 
no 


90 No diftarico twixl God 
no other thing but the continuall 
preſence or habit ot Union pal- 
ting between God and thz fouls, 
where-through the foule being | 
cloathed with God,and God with | 
the ſoule, doe live mutually in! 
themſelves,without anywithdraw-| 
mg, back-{iiding or interipace. 
For, he that dwells in Love,dwels 
in God, and God in him. Where 
the ſoul followes her Bridegroom 
ſo light and ſwift, ſo ftrong and 
eager, and rans after him with ſuch 
earneſtnes, thirit, and unſatiable- 


ning 
ſelf, 
her f 
[wee 
then 
to. 
to be 
there 
the ſ: 
ſhe | 
bring 
&lig 
much 
that 


nefſe, clinging to him with a full] Bride 


Inclination of love and bond un- 


ſhe ſo 


looſable,;that they be as the body} ved, 


and the ſhadow, ſhe following the 
[ amo whitherloever he gocs,whole 
favour, ſweetneſle, and lovelineſſe 
have ſo enamoured,raviſht,and in- 
vincibly ſtole her away,that in the 
depth of her heart ſhe conceives a 
horror of herfelt,utterly abando- 

ung 


| toget 
| that | 
| diſdai 
her ( 
Ing,nt 
it hol 


line 


mt 
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ning all her Own thoughts of her 
lf, and all ſenſe of iweetnes from 


| herſelfe, that ſh may ſuck in the 
| ſweetnelle of this ſubitance , thac 


ſhe may eternally caſt her {e]f there- 
into, and loſe her ſelte there,never 
tobe found again2 , reſting even 
there,& that for the naked love of 
the ſame Bzing. Whenc: it is that 
ſhe deadly hates all whatſoever 


&light in her ſelte, or caſts in (6 
much asa thought of hee (elfe, or 
that ſayes ſhee's one, and her 
Bridegroome another ; In whont 
ſhe ſo expoſes her (elfe to be difſo]- 
ved, waſted , and annihilated, 
together with all created things, 
that in compariſon thereof ihce 
diſdaines to live. Here ſhe opens 
her ſelfe , and entertaines this Be 
Ing,not as a veſlell receives what 
tt holds, but as the Moon does the 
line of the Sun. Here ſhe throwe 
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brings therwith the lea!t fecling of. 
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No diſtance "twixt God 


abroad her white and Lilly arm:;, PE 
to fold and cloſe-inchaine he 
Lover , but much cloſer is (het! n f 
embrac't and inchained by hin! F 
Here ſhe enlarges all the circumfe| he 
rence of her Mindeto draw in thit © 
Infinite , but on the other fide (tt " 
feeles her ſelfe moſt raviſhing 
(wallowed up in it. Nor can ſi 
finde what to doe to rebound th 
affaultand conqueſt of this Low: 
but only yeeld over her (elfe for 
verin a naked, harmleſſe, and* ; 
verlaſting converſion and faſt cle: 
ving to God, in whom ſhe abide} 1; . 
{0 unmoveable, that as the Ape} ,.... 
{tle ſayes ſhe puts him on. For, by , 
this ſolid looke ſhe beholds or rd 
ly him; by this ſimple Converku 
lhee Toſes all Creatnres 3 anddy yy. 
the unchangeablenefle thereofliq y;,,; 
_ forgets them all, It follow oy. 
therefore that all her forces aq jjv,,, 
entupon him alone, that ſheur] qyjn, 
derſtans 


TAN 


and the minde illuminate. 63 


| derſtands, loves, and ecchocs him 


alone, and to is abſolutely cloa- 
thed with him, and transfor- 
med into him. For, as on her part 


| the ſoule with all her powers lyes 


open! to God, fo alfo on his part 
God with all his Joys everlaſting- 
ly infuſes himſelte into her ; And 
themore innocently ſhe turnes to 
him, the more overflowingly hee 
poures himſelfe into her, And on 
the other fide the more overflow- 
ingly he infuſes himſelfe into her, 


| the more inflamedly the turnes to 


him: fo that by an unexpreffible 


entercourſe of reciprocal] Love, 


} they mutually cut and intwine 


themſelves , for ever paſſing away 
the poſſeſſion of themſelves to each 
other, Hencethen, and from this 
mo and conſtant turning 
to God proceeds this habite of U- 
nion or continuall preſence of the 
Uvine Being. 

Now 


o  — ———— 


Light and love 


Now, betweene this ſtep , an 
that of Uncloathing of the Spit 
is this Difference. In uncloathi 
we obtaine only a bare Union 
in this wee Fncde the cuſtome ar 
ducation of the ſame. 

The cauſes of this Step of Cop 
tinuation are Light and Love.Fy 
here ſne not only diſcernes Godh 


into 
paſſe 
tonc 
lees | 
cauſe 
bitua 
this / 
caſto1 


all br 


her , but alſo that nothing elſeif naine 
in her, {o that ſhee hath piercth avaſt 
deepe into the profundity oflef ſuch y 
owne nothing , and knownetlf nythj 


ſame ſo throughly that ſhe plain] 


ſees all other things alſo vanilty righel) 
way , Which becauſe they ſeenJaity | 
to be ſomewhat , overclouded tbo reſe 


ſame knowledge , and a pratt 
which is babicualiz'd by Love, 
inflamed and alluring, rapturoming, j 


and liquefaQtive , that gidd 
therewith , ſwinckt and diffol 


| 
the continuance of Union. 65 


- 


| into God, ſhe ſees all other things 
in} paſſe away , conſum'd and return 
tonothing. Whence it is that ſhee 
fees nothing hut God. And be- 
{ cauſe the cauſes themſelves are ha- 
bituall, their effeCt is fo too. For, 
this Annihilation in this ltep is ſo 
| aſtonary in the Soul, that ſeeing 
all brought to nothing , ſhee re- 
maines in thought ſuſpended in 
avaſt emptineſſe , or nothing, in 
ſuch wiſe that ſhe can neither ſee a- 
ny thing, nor containe any thing; 

no, not her felte' , when ſhee's 

rightly therejn. Which huge Va- 

wity or Emptineſſe may rightly 

boreſembled to a faire skye cleare 

without cloud , and is a certaine 

ft God-like Light. 

E Inthis Light is alſo fond ].ove 

(not diſtin& ) fo colettially war- 


EO 


, / 
66 Lit and love 


tion to buckle this calme in th 
Soule, but rather the is ſo lecreth 
le-Land to {weerly comprehend} 
that ihe diflolves and vanithes (til 
moreand more, to the furtherer 
crate of this Calme and ttilneſſe.| 

This wildernized folitarineſſed 
tis Nothing, 1s that whereof th 
Bridegroome ſpzaketh; Twill ew 
her into the De;art , and there I ui 
(Peake to D2r heart- And becauſeth 
inhnitenctle of this Nothing | 
now grown familiar and habitu 
to her, having now by proof pier! 
to the ground thereof, and lik 
witethir Love which diflolvesa! 
transforms her into him ; Hene! 
15 that theireffect is alſo contin 
al, 7. an ever-preſent diſpoſednd 
to this Union, or a continuallz 
fiftance and ncere Viſion of t! 
B:ing. Andthus is this laſt vall 
Contemplation blowne aw 


which was that the oule did 
{l . mn 
LCUALE! 


lira 
groc 
rer 1 
with 
ſhe t! 
In [1c 
ther 

all tt 
away 
ng « 
Own 
more 
ſhe ec 
of co1 
on, 

withe 
this £ 
Light 
Souſ 
or De 
her, 

from | 
before 
of Ute 


the contintiance of Viiom, G67 
fraightway behold her Bride- 
| groome as realiy preſent, and nec- 
| rer to her then her ſelfe , more 
within her then her ſelf, and more 
 ſhethen herlelfe, but as one ſitting 
in heaven or ſome other place tur- 
{ ther from her then her ſelte. For, 
{ allthis Imperte&ion is here done 
4 away, th= ſoule in this itep ſee- 
{ ing cleer:ly, and taſting by her 
owne Expzrience how infinitely 
{ moreinward her Bzlovedis , then 


itu! ſhe co her ſelfe. And by this ſtep 
jet Ofcontinuall and cuſtomary Uni- 


| 0n,, ſhee ever converſes with him 
without doubt or wavering : ſo as 
{ this Sonle lives eternally in the 
$ Light for ever with her czleſtiall 
pouſe. Nor can Darkneſſe, Death 
# or Devill ever hurt or come neere 
her, but the Devill ſhall vaniſh 
from her preſence, D-ath ſhall dye 
tefore her face. And the Darkneſſe 


dr of Utter-works ſhall beno darke- 


neſſe 
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68 Aothing 1s but 


nzfſe with thee : And the Nights 
the Aﬀtive Lite ſtall be as lights 
the day ( of the Contemplatir 
Life:) As is her Darkneſle, foi 
her Light. And this is the true 4 
&ive and Contemplative Life i 
one , not ſeparated ( as man 
thinke) but conjoyned, and at th 


ſame time, this kind of Ativelit! 


being alſo Contemplative, he 
Outer works inward, her bodil; 


Spirituall, and her temporall etz; 


nall. Thus both making one. 


Of the Second Meane. 


Cnay. V III. 

That this mean # nv other but the D: 
vine Will, manifeſted in Annziir 
tion, which con;ſiſteth in rw point 
Knowledye and Pradtile. 


Of the firſt Point. 


He ſecond Meane is more M 
mote from Senile then theo 


the! 
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God and bis I :!. 64 
ther, and more Supernatural] na- 
kedand perfect : For, whereas the 


I . 
'} other works ſo nakedly and above 


Nature, only (or at lealt chiefly) 


| when the ſoul is taken up without 


her ſelfe by force of the ACtual pul 
of the Divine Will ; this workes 


| alſo, when that pull is not much 
| auall, but only virtuall. The ©- 


ther Mean is ſpritely naked and a- 
bove Nature when the ſoule is ele- 
ted and uncloathed. This con- 
tinues alſo naked and (upernatural 
waen one is employed in Quter a- 
tions , tangled in tormes, and 
cambred with buſinefſe, changing 
the outward into inward , bodily 
nto ſpirituall , and naturall into 
lupernaturall by help of th:is Mean. 
Though indeed the other rightly 
conceived and duzly vraftifed, ac- 


| ompliſhes the ſame thing, but not 
'| open view,as thall be ſeen. 


But here | pray that this Meane 
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be well underltood. For it pertain 
onely to thoſe that bze throughh 
inlightned,and are able to ſtandi 


Now. this Meane hall be nos 
ther but the Bzginning and th 
ending : Even this Divine vi 
which is never to be lett. And thi 
»oint ſhal be ſocleared by the othe 
Point of Annihilation which 0 
poſes it , that ſo contraries ſet: 
gainlt cach other may appear 
more clearely. That theretorey 
may bee united to this Effentid 
Will , we muſt alway fee ir : An 
that we may alway {ec it, we nu 
ſee nothing but it : And that wt 
may ſee nothing but it , we mu 
know nothing but it ; and aft 
this Knowledge frame our Lite. 

Here therefore are required tm 
Points. 1. That we be aſſured ths 
nothing is but this will. 2. Tis 
viedraw this Knowledge into pit 
iſe. Andall the firength of W 
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in] ſecond Meane ſhall ftand in theſe 
bl two Points , the which in and by 
t| this will ſhall be perfeRted and ac- 
complitht, withour ever departing 
| ahaires breadth from the ime. 

For the firit point. This Will 
i; ſhall ſhew and confirme to us that 
nothing is but it : And that it ſhall 
doe ealily, it we conſider the na- 
| turethereot. For, ſince it is God 

{ himſelte, it followes that nothin 


e#] isbat it : And that it ſhall doe eati1- 


Wt lyand plainly it we confider the 
An] nature of it. It is God himſfeltfe, 

| Ergo, Nothing is but it. And that 
We] this Wil is God himſelf, is mani- 
feed in the firlt Chapter. But,that 
ate} nothing is but it alone , remaines 
te. | now to bee proved. The which 
thing is ſo known and unqueſtio- 
ble, that both Reaſon, Philoſo- 
ply, general conſent of all the Fa- 
pit thers, as alſo the holy Scriptures, 

|adexamples abundantly witnefle 


*c019] the ſamie, For 
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"S Noting 415 Cut 
For, "hilt, Reaſon ſaith itisin 
oll:ble we can be any other the 

F othing, compar'd to the Diviy 

Being that depends upon nor 

For, God is Infinite 3 But if w 

were {omewhat, he could not 

Infinite. For, there ſhould his k feof 

ing be bounded where ours begu| * 

Againe, Being and Good uf 
Convertibles. It Man therek 
bee, then is Man Good: But; ! 
is not Good; for none 15s G 
but God only : Ergo, Man 1s not 

The Philoſophers alſo fiumbl 
into this Trueth ; Divers oft 

athrming , that there i is but 0 

onely true Being. 

The Conſent of the Fathers 
grees fully here-with. For, 
ſaith that reverend St. Zerome: 
only is ; with whoſe Bing , 
compared is not. 

The holy Scriptures give tit | 


generall voyce. For , when n 
as 


il WW all W 
Cod ard bis Ill. ”2 


ke of God what hee should tell 
the Pharaob of him that ſent him ; God 
.- | returns him this anſwer. Say,ſaith 
| he[ Tam | ſent me. And in the ſong 
| of Moſes ; See now, I only am. Al- 
| ſointhe Goſpell. 1 am be that teſti- 
JU - . 
..p. feof my ſelfe. 1 am 3 Be not afraid. 
| Andin another place. I am that I 
{ #1. In all which Teſtimonies the 
| word Tam hath a ſtrong intend- 
ment and energy. Pay! alſo, after 
he had diſcourtt of the Majeſty of 
theSonne of God, ſaith ; be made 
bimſelfe of no reputation, teking upon 
lim the ſbape of a ſervant , 41d being 
made into the likeneſſe of man , was 
fund in forme as a man. Burt, if the 
v0 of God in taking on the hu- 
mane Nature made himſelte of no 
worth, and deſcended to bee no- 


thing, it followes chat man is no- 


gp. 
| Examples and Types hereof are 
Jewedus in the » of 


Our 
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4 Nothing is but 


our Lord Teſus Chriſt. Where hee| 


had no ſooner uttered | I am, | bu 
all his enemies fell backe to th: 
ground ; to teach us that whe! 
the Divine Being roales it ſelte, al 
other Beings tall downe, arens 
thing, and be no more. 

Where five things are remarks 
blein that Backfal. Firſt , Tha 
they could not goe forwards. It 
timating that when God claine 
his Prerogative of Intinite Being 
one Being hurried and puft 1 
with pricle can frirre no turthe 
Second!y , they were nor oi) 
not able to go forwards, but we 
compell'd to fall backwards : & 
claring to us that when once We 
know the Truth , our being 
not onely no more preſſe tf 
wards , but aw alſo of necdlr 
fall backwards : Declaring to 
that when once wee know 0 
Ecach : For,they fell not on th: 
fp 


X 
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God and bis will. 5 


face, but backwards , as falſhood 
i} not onely cornes not to Truth, 
+.| but alſo flies and gives backe from 
it,as wax from the tace of the Fire. Tl 
{1} Thirdly, they not onely tell back- 
\ | wards, butthey fell to the ground: 


n0- oh : 0M 
ſewing that the divine Being, not | lll 

4} onely torces our proud Being to If " | 

hf ſhrinke backe,but to fall downe to J 11: 


1} the very ground,z. into Not being, 
4 and All to nothing. Fourthly, | 

Note that they were enemies, as | | 
are alſo all they that through in- q | | 
folence,will arrogate to thenifelves [1] 
aty thing of the divine Being. Fitt- Fi 
ly, they were not onely enemies, | | 


=y - 
- > —_ 
— _— —- 


4} but they ſtrove to apprehend, bind, 
4 and manacle him , to deprive hin © 
of his power and —_ , and 'L I; 
c,| then calling all the world to wit- | 
nelſe him not to be God, to mur- 
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ther him with a bloudy dean. All 
which Treafons are (picitually | 
committed by thoſe that «:cribe "6. 
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+5 The Creatube » meer dependence 


any being to themſelves in.preſenc 
ot the Divine Being. It eny noy 
demand, W hat then is the Crex 
ture ? I an{wer, "tis no more but! 
meere dependance upon God. | 
againe you aske , What is this d> 
pendance ? Ianfwer, "Tis fuch a 
cannot well bee exprelt in words; 
yet by, a {imilitude we may con 
ro ſome Notion thereot . So the 
is the Creature to God, as tht 
Beame tothe Sun , or heat to itt 
Fire, For, as.the Beame and hea 
doe ſo ablolutely owe thenelve 
to their produttive Caules,as thy 
without thcir perpetuall {ultents 
tion and communicating , the 
cannot fubiilt: Even, in like mat 
ner, {0 umnimodous is the cre 
ruves depending on God, thu 
without his continuall prefervat: 
on they cannot endure. Andas tit 
Beam and Heat are wholly to hat 


relation to their Caulcs, the Bean 
0 


The Creature a meer dependence. 77 


to the Sun , the Heat to the Fire, 
according to that Maxime. All be- 
ing, ſuch by participation is to 
have reJation to Bring , ſuch by 
ellence : So, are the Creatures to 
be fully reduc'd to the Creator. 
And conſequently, as whatſoever 
is in the Beame and Heate ſo con- 
idered, isno other then Sunne and 
Fire it ſelfe : ſo is there nothing 
in the Creature which is not tlie 
Creator himſelte. And therefore 


& a3the Sun is no ſooner hid , but 


the Beamies ceaſe to be ; So, if God 


| hide himſelfe, and wichdrav? his 


hand from the Creatures,they ſid- 
denly returne to their Nothing. 
But, as the Beam and Heat though 
they containe nothing which is 
not Sun and Fire ; yet lookt upon 
elentially as they are in them- 
ves, they are not Sun and Fire, 
t onely a certaine dependent or 

i fparke of thoſe : Right fo the 
2 Crea- 
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70 The Creature 
Creature , though all it coniiti: 
of, is God: yet conlidered in th: 
own proper Nature,it i5 not God 
[t you ſay; that fince the Creatur 


depends upon God, ”tis conſe} 


quently ſomewhat : I anſwer,tha 
It is; and yet is nothing, jult as the 
Beame and Heat. For, as it on: 
looke on the Beame without th: 
Sunne, or the Heat, or the Heat: 
not ſeeing the fire, they be ; But 
if he looke on the Sunne it ſelf 
and the fire it ſelte, hee findes n1 
Beame nor Heate any more , bt 
whatſoever is there then is Sunr 
and fire: So, if you imagine ti 
Creature without an eye on ti: 
Creator,it is;but if you beholdtit 
Creator, then the Creature cealt 
to be. And as the Sun drawes bu 
to himſelte all his Beames as «' 
taine Raies ſent out from him, * 


calls them to their fount, (his | 


cious light) fucts them up), 
nj! 


God 
thin; 
the h 
lecor 
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nothings them: Even fo the Crea- 
tor aſcribes and ownes the Crea- 
ture to himlelte, as tothe Center 
and Head , and in his Infinity an- 
nihilates and nothings the ſame. 
| Loethere ! how the Creature Ima- 
ged in itfelt is fomewhat:but in the 
boundleſneſſe of God , and his In- 
finite,is nothing; in reipet where- 
of it ceaſes to bee. Becaule there- 
fore we here ſeek God, and to ap- 
proach his Infinite Bzing , the 


creature is not to be ſtuck at as an y 
thing : but as Iolt in this bound- 
leſſe Ocean. And thus you ſee how 
God is All things , and that No- 
thing is but he ; which makes ſare 
the hrſt point, Theory. Now to the 
lecondpoint, Practiſe. 


$0 All th, ns (80u n ther, 
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The Praiſe of Annihilation, 
The ſecond Point. 


Man is the fount of all Errer. Of t: 
too much eſtimation of the Beine 
of the Creatures , not occaſioned (i 
much through their owne Being, « 
by the darkneſſe sf the mind « 
Man. Which diſpelled, finne is dv 
lifh't : and that ſuch Annibilatin 
cannet be 4& jive but Paſſive. 


Heim now found by the fit 
Point, that nothing isbit 


this Efſentiall Will, and that i 
is all things : It followes thathy 


the ſecond point wee practiſe the| Dl 
ſame; z. live in this Annihilation ble 


of the Creatures, and Contemplz 
tion of this All : For, between the 


Knowledge and the praftice ofit 
the! 


[i 


"nM 
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swne Being in God. $1 


there is great Difference. And in- 
d&ed ſo much , that miany have the 
one, but few praCtiſe the other. For 
many will ſay that nothing is but 
God: yet ſcarce a Man to be found 
will praftife what he ſaith. Norv, 


| Iinde no Meane to this end but the 


ſame Will withour the lealt depar- 
ture therefrom. Whoſo therefore 


baniſh whatſoever can fiep in be- 
mixt God and him ; whofo delires 
nerlaſtingly to abide inthe higheit 
Con Gon of all others : And 
ally, who ſo defires to cleave con- 
lantly to God, & cloſely ro claſpe 
the Cexleſtiall Bridegroome : Lec 
lim firſt of all lay this ſtrong founs«. 
Uion, and reſt upon the nnmoves-. 
dleneſſe, ſoundneſſe, and infa!li- 
ble Truth thereof, That nothing 


.|but God. And then let him fol- 


by the praiſe thereof, Ioling 
linſelfe in this Infinite and dwel- 
E 5 ling 


vill remove all impediments, and' 
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$2 All things good, &c. 


ing therein , beholding it with, 
hxt eye, and that by the Death an 
Annihilation of himlſelte, as thi 
which is his only enemy, the roy 
whereon all other lets doe groy 
the well-head whence they runz 
broad, & the fount whereout the 
iſſue. For, Things themſelves 
fach as in the Traeth, and onth 
things part they be ; nor more no 
ſeſſe ; Nor beare they themfelvesi 


any other ſort bat as God creat 


them ; So that if any of them in 
trude their Being , and incrow! 
upon the Being of God, and at 
vance themſelves in his place, ths 
doenot the ſame of their owne x: 
cord, but through us. And ther: 
fore they ought not to perith, « 
be annihilated by us ; nor canths 
if we would : But only our fel 
whereof we have the governance 

Againe, Becauſe our ſelves, i. 
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Sin, not man, the fount of error. $3 


ith} der that the reſt be, carrying ſuch 
| a Being of themſelves, (nor lefle 


nor greater ) as God hath framed 
them : it followes that the errour 


| of their too neg forwardnelle, 


4 alſo the errour of other Crea- 
tures, derives not the Originall 
from them ſo far forth as they be 


{ fach:but the Anticipation of their 


Being as well as of the Being of all 
Creatures,upon the Being of God, 
proceeds of lin, darknes and igno- 
rance. And theſe three, neither 
know how to annihilate them- 
ſelves, becauſe deprived of all 


| Light, nor can becauſe indowed 


with no power : nor will, becauſe 
void of all Love : But, rather they 


| daily encreaſe more and more : As 


allo the man in whom they have 
ſet up their Standard, neither 
knowes, becauſe clouded with 
drknefſe; nor can, becaule feebled 
fith infirmicy ; nor will, becaufe 
hardned : 


_ a Wii\l 


$4 Sinne, not being, 


hardned with malice. There re 
maines therefore onely this Wil 
(which is God himſelfe)to accom 
pliſhthis worke of Annihilation, 
Hee is the lighgyghat knowes the 
Power that can, the Love tha 
wil deſtroy this ſin,this darknes 
this ignorance , which being con- 
quer'd to nothing , whatloere: 
middle walls they have rear'd bs 
ewixt God and us , ariling fron 


them, as from the old root, by} ti 


conſequent muſt needs fall to no 
thing. 

Now that this ſame may be 
wrought in us by thisEfſential wi 
a certaine diſpoſednefſe thereto Þ 
required on ourpart, not remote, 
as is that of the Aﬀtivelite,where 
in we did good, and rejefted evil, 
in the obje&t of the exteriour wil, 
becauſe God ſo willeth; but a me 
diſpoſednefſe, ſuch as is require 
in this life , wherein wee ou 

am 
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lame in the obje& of the Efſenti- 
ill Will , becauſe God is, or that 
GOD may bee, live and reigne 
inus, as reaſon requireth. For, 
thereby it appears, that this diſpo- 
ſednefſe ought to tend to the to- 
tall Annihilation of our ſelves, 
that this All alone may be. And 
that we may proceed to this An- 
nibilation,our paſſions, ſelfe-luſts, 
adthe imperfe& adts of our ſpi- 
tare to bee reduc'dto nothing, 
and ſtilled by and in the unmove- 
ble contemplation of this al,who 
by his Infinity and reall preſence 
extinguiſhes them all : ( For, 
neither the Body, nor ſoule, nor 
ary other Creature is to be de- 
ſroyed or made nothing, ( the 
lame being utterly nnlawtull ) 
bat Sinne , ores" and igng= 
ance: ) for ſolong as the ſoule 
vturned from the Creature, and 
deaves cloſe to her Bridegroome 

In 
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89 Sin, not being, 


in this Being, Temptation,or Pa 
11on, and all imperte& motions « 
the Spirit , are lictled , loſe their 
footing and vanith on the one 
part 3; and on the other part, the 
inhnite goodnefſe of God doth(, 
reveale it ſelfe to her, ſo ſeize, en- 
live, allure, and ſo -wondroutly u 
nite her to himſelte, that the rel 
drown'd in the bottomlefle Ocea: 
of this Infinite Bzing. But t 
let paſſe theſe grofſer and mor 
palpable paſlions,. affe&tions, ani 
temptations.as ſuthciently know! 
and pertaining to the Active lite 
we will here addrefſe our dilcouc: 
to thoſe imperfect Acts,and inwat 
Ul-ordered motions of the Spi 
rit, Which in our inward houk 
and contemplation bee fo lecre! 
tickle and fine, that they be care 
diſcernible ; and ſo the dammas 
which the ſoule ſuſtaines by then 
is the greater, bzcauſe pot dir 
CQvzrill! 


i tobe deſtroyed. 3-7 
covering them , ſhe ieeks no re- 
medy. We will theretore diſcover 
ſome of them with their Imper- 
fetions, with their remedies atter 
this Rule. 
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Of the Impediments of this Annihila- 
tion; And of the moſt ſecret and 
doſe Imperfections of Contem- 
Plation. 


He firit ſecret and unknowne 
kmperteftion of this Life Su- 
rereminent, is conteſting or wreſt- 
ling againſt ſuperfluous Cogitati- 


ons and Diſtrattions ; The Reaſorr 


k, becauſe by ſuch Conteſting, 
thoſe thoughts are glewed ſtrouger 
and faſter in the Minde : For, in as 
much as the Will which purfues a- 
y thing with Love or Hatred, 

awakcs 
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awakes the Underſtanding to conr 
prehend it, and the Memory tor 
cord it ; It followes, that the mor 
eagerly the Will is animated ani 
beltirres it felfe againſt ſud 
Thoughts , the more the Under 
ſtanding conceives them, renews 
them in the Memory, and imprint 
them in the Mind. *T is not there 
fore the right way to fret or wie 
{tle againſt ſuch Thoughts and J- 
ſtraftions. Another reaſon is, bs 
cauſe the more a man ſo conteltz, 
the more Motions and Acts arebe 
gotin the ſoule , and ſo ſhe is tur 
ther and further from this Deati 
and Annihilation , after this ou 
Rule , becauſe the more one acts 
the more he 1s. 

The Cure ofthis ImperfeCtion 
the Contrary; i. ad:{piling of ſuc 
Thoughts and Diitraftions, by ar 
nihilating himſclfe in this Abyi 
of Light and Life. Wherein hin 
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diſcloſed and cured. $9 
ſte falling to nothing , thole 
to1ghts alſo do conſequently va- 
aich. All that Infinite which anni- 
tilates the Man , drownes alſo his 
Ditrations:Nor need ae care whe - 
ther hee feele or not feele ſuch 


TThoughts , but even abide ſtable 


ind tixt in his Nothing, and reſign 
theBattel to his All, 7. tothis Ef- 
{ntiall Will his God. And this 
way of proceeding ( I ſay not of 
Firing) is to be continued againit 
| kinde of Temptations in this 


| Life Supereminent. 


Another ImperfteCtion is to tye 
the Minde to ſome particular exer- 
ale, counting it needfull to end 
ach or ſuch a thing, before it ſuffer 
tlelfe to be raiſed higher. The rea- 
ln is, becauſe thereby he maſes 
that bond bring both him and that 
acerciſe in ſubjeCtion ther-to. And 
thus hee lets goe his freedome , fo 
wthe cannot lay downe —_—_ 
al 
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90 Cloſe imperfedtions 
all into the hands of the Briyj,.,e, 
groome , nor tullow his Lare, n; eG 
naked[y uncloath himfelfe : whim 
yet he mult doe , if he wil) attafyyyen 
to ſee and fully receive him in king 
his Soule. And laltly, in this SF an 
priation , there's ſomewhat re 
ſting Annihilation, without wid gnt j 
Transformation can never bed by fot 
tained. meal! 
[tbehoves theretore to ſ[tandty fyred 
from ſuch particularicy of exay ghic| 
ſes,that (without Let) that Inf 
All may draw, ſuck up, anda 
hilate, and thus transform w ul 64; 
himſelte: Uncle 
Here alſo wee cxclude as inp Syirit 
: 


fect, the retaining of any form 
Images how Jim ſoever, either! 
the Divine Will, Deity , Po 
Wiſedome, goodnefle , yeaott 
Unity, Trinity , or Divine Bi 
oryet of this Efſentiall Will : 
cauſe al ſuch Images how oy | 
(fi 


diſcloled and cared, 91 


Brilfver they appeare , yet they be 
re, not God himfſelte, who admits no 
forme or Image however qualihed, 
Whence ſaith Byn. rhere is no thin- 
king things of the Creatures , nor 
of Angels, nor of the Trinity, be- 
ae this Wiſedome hath her aſ- 
Wild eent in the flame of Defire, and not 
de by foregoing Meditation. But here 
| nealwayes except the Image of the 
I ſacred Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
T which T would might everlaſtingly 
teplaced before theeyes of the ſoul, 
adthat as the Crowne ofall per- 
kftion, Where, in this Image, 
| Uncloathednefſe ; In this Body, 
Lmpe _ In this Man, God ; at one 
V 


atta 


ms imple fight (not ſevered as in the 
te gar way) gives himſelte to bee 
0 


e Athing incomprehenſible to 
of our Reaſon , as alſo his Incarna- 

ton. And to beleeve the ſame God 
1 Fhois purely ſupernatural, to be 
uſo corporeall ; Inmortall , _ 
tall : 
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90 Cloſe imperfe@lions 
all into the hands of the Briyy,,ye, 
groome , nor follow his Lare, nj, G 
naked[y uncloath himfelte : whiqg,qe 
yet he muſt doe , it he will attajyyen 
to ſee and fully receive him | king 
hisSoule. And laitly, in this SF Any 
priation , there's ſomewhat 
ſting Annihilation, without whine 
Transformation can never bec by for 
tained. meals 
Itbehoves theretore to [tandiqfyred 
from ſuch particalarity of exay ghic| 
ſes,that (without Let) that Ini 
All may draw, ſuck up, and: 
hilate, and thus transform w! 
himſelte: 
Here alſo wee cxclude as inp} Sirit 
7 


fect, the retaining of any formi 
Images how Jim ſoever, either 
the Divine Will, Deity , Po 

Wiſedome, goodnefle , yeaoft gue F 
Unity, Trinity , or Divine B: 
oryet of this Eſſentiall Will : 
cauſe al ſuch Images how Godt 
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> Bridcover they appeare , yet they be 
re, God himſclte, who admits no 
: Wi; me or Image however qualified, 
ataWhence ſaith Bn. rhere 15 no thin- 
mM I9+jng things of the Creatures , nor 
15 ef Angels, nor of the Trinity, be- 
Fauſe this Wiſedome hath her aſ- 
Went in the lame of Defire, and not 
dec by foregoing Meditation. But here 
| nealwayes except the Image of the 
ſacred Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
XI which T would might everlaſtingly 
nf heplaced before theeyes of the ſoul, 
la ad that as the Crowne ofall per- 
W 8 fftion, Where, in this Image, 
 |Uncloathednefſe ; In this Body, 
1mpt = In this Man, God ; at one 


le ſight (not ſevered as in the 
ary Yulgar way) gives himſelte to bee 
"0 ene, Athing incomprehenſible to 
of our Reaſon , as af his Incarna- 
bi tion. Andto beleeve the ſame God 
: A yhois purely (upernaturall, to be 


xl aſocorporeall ; Iamortall , mor- 
{oe tall : 
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92 Clo? I pt rfeffions | 
— [Andth 
tall : And that the 011» may b:wſgebut 
praftiied, i! orher mult 5:e ditfgqald: 
pierced, and that the one may byging, | 
throu {ly pi -rcd , the othernuſgher 
b: duly pratiied, 
_—_ fnmioall 
[ except alio thoſe Images Whidporkes 
are lively Micrours , wherein Wore h 
xYS iT; 
bchold his Paiion. As, our onffy fron 
Sufferings, Sorcowes, or Morilf\re nc 
cations , which are to be broufyecag 
into Union with his Paſſion , lafain 
g0nizing with ſweete Jeſus, aludto 
that with ardent devotion , ne hein 
g* = , 
rorſaking the ſame. fink 
Hither therefore is to behaſtnaÞ A { 
Mortification of all other Imazghe af 
as well hidden as viiible , that the { 
foule naked, may behold her Britfcaul 
groom alſo naked;che which is aftoug 
ly compaſſed by mieane of this Aya ec 
nihilation and Death. For, it Malfull k 
be ſomewhat , he hath alſo ſomeHnger | 
mage : Alſo hethat lives, a&ts;Mſtelin 
no attion is without an Im 


| 
$34 
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Andthis Annihilation wee cannor 
?Wſ&gebur onely ſuffer 3 for if a Man 
Uithyculd worke therein, or do ſome- 
ly Wthing, he ſhould fnde himiclic the 
rmffther from God, the more hee 

lated therein. For, thc more hee 
Wig yorkes,the more hee is. And the 
I Ware he is, and lives, the further is 
Ot from Death and Nothing, Ergo, 
onltere nothing is to be done ; but all 
ouyecan doe is to doz nothing, to 
 Offefraine our ſelves from action, 
» Wadtolet him that lives , make us 
rein him , and he that is, let us 

{keinhim our owne Not-being, 
altnef A fourth Imperte&ion is to de- 
myirea ſenſible Union, wherein 1a- 
at Whrbe faulty, and that unwitting: ys 
Bric Kauſe they diſcerne it not : For, 
15 Mthough they ſeeke itnot op-:nly, 
$ int fecretly they doe : which rlicy 
lull know by this ſigne : They can 
"Me"Jnver reti- till they have got 1ume 
3;Mizling of the Uniou. 


= Whence 


94 Cloſe imperfeciions 
Whence it is , that they liv, ( 
wayes in languithment of fpiqg,4 
nor can poſlibly reach to pureaſ4gq, 
upernatural] contemplation, | o 
as it were hide-bound within q,qujx 
ſtraits of Nature , and impriſagj,y | 
within the walls of teeling, tut x 
cannot goe out' of themſelves (whic 
ſupernaturals , nor fee how (hates 
is abſolutely Spirit and Lite. Mite! 
though the Minde now andthgl;, 
attempt ſome generous egrelle, | if wW 
Senſe reliſts , not able to endur biric 
be-pulled from che pap of Self te 0 
Comfort. But , as a Beaſt alwaj Ay, 
bellowes to the Palture, and naff; an 
after the provant, never reſtingJ{yqy] 
through Importunity It Ui {fters 
downe the Spirit ſoaring aloft. [+ {; 
The Remedy whereof is toQher ( 
change cach ſentibility with Iaydſy 
naked and ſequeſtred from all4ygr w 
quaintance with Senſe ; thewillhit gy 
Love is ltrong , durable , and*(qq, ; 
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liq yefame : Aſſaredly knowing that 
MiqGod is not ſenlible , nor can bee 
weemprehended.by the. Senſes , but 
Ny a Spirit. For, he that duely 
hin conſiders theſe things ſhal ealily {ce 
rogjoy far he is from ſound judgment 
3» What would joyne himſelfe by ſenſe 
le (which wee have common with 
WUJhutes) to hint whoſe Nature is In- 
e. Minitely purer then the pureſt An- 
ndtyels, Which found to be true , he 
Me La willingly and freely ſuffer this 
dure virit and Lite to kill and annihi- 

Sent te our Feeling and Death. 
na Another ImperteCtion, is to ſeek 
MAforany alſurance and experimental 
Jnowledg of this Union. And this 
- Milifers not much from the former, 
oft, jet ſomewhat more ſecret. For 
5 Wiitere foie Man perſwades himſelf, 
Judo protelts that hee ſeekes not, 
Jr witheth for ſenſible Comfort, 
Wil bt only a ſpirirituall Union with 
1d (God, althouga indeed he ſeeks the 
| other 
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96 Cloſe Imperfections 


other alſo : And that hall hefng ling 
by this ſigne : that he cannot lf 00c 
contented, but even doubts hin 10% 
to be ſeparated from God, untilk bly 
have attain'd ſome particular ||} tis 
mination, or experimental! Kngz No 
ledge of his Union with Gay wore 
Wherein hee failes many war 
For, firſt , he reſis not uponCd ſelves 
with ſtrong enough Faith, but **} 
ther doubts of him. 2. Hee low tel 
him with a Senſitive, and not wif A 
anaked Love. Thirdly, he buil Super 
upon the ſand , and truſts to iy 4 
owne fecling , [taying him nothe 
thereon, as on his ſtrong pj th 
Laltly , this cauſes that a Mana n 
never depart out of [1js owne Lat 
and out uf himiclte, nor lay dom 
hin:ſelfe all into the hands of G99 it 
To prevent this Impertettic 


Here is not any experimental] alk - ar 
rance to be ſought for. i. No Liz wre hi 


which may be perceived by _ 
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fill ling, but onely to relt united to 
al} God by lively Faith and naked 
mal Love3 The which fhall molt infal- 
1 libly be accompliſhe when we ſuffer 
. 11} this Infinite Being to reduce us to 
no Nothing. For, then (hal we be no 
{| nore our ſelves, and conſequently 
al ſtall have no contidence in our 
n Gel ves, but ſeeing God to b- all and 
atrd fry where, we ſhall be molt inti- 
lod mately united to him. 
ty Atxth ImperteCtion in this Lite 
build] Wpereminent is, to litt up the 
to lid inde, deliring to finde God in«a- 
mc 19ther place, and in a higher man- 
pro terthen in our ſelves. For, 'tis a 
an a indnefſe in the foulenot to know 
Jttatſhe is already there where {hee 
dp Eres to be , even in God, and 
G09 in her : Whereas the ſoule 
a; (ard of this obſcurity , ſees her 
114 Wie to be , and live in God more 
ten in her ſelfe, and that ſhee is 


Y* x . 
ol Wre his then her owne. Ergo, ſuch 
| F ay 
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mo Cloje Imperfect 10ns 
an act of litcing up the Mindetl; 
Soule is to ceale trom , and reltin lute 
in her own Nothing, and conitay int 
in this All , continually to behol{ was 
and embrace the ſame as with aD+| yet! 
ie already obtained. ſent 
Here is alſo a ſecret deceitetok| the 

avoyded, a riit g from a moſt] lelve 
itract Image , appearing when th] read 
Soule having lolt all Imagesofaf aw 
things ſeene, heard , and known thin 
allaies to behold God as huge, an 4. of 
of a vait circumference as that o Supe 
the skye, &c. opening and extay Al 
ding the Minde to ſuch. a bignell] teftio 
yea rejoyces when ihee attainest] other 
behold him : Without which mat branc 
ner of leeing hin, thee thinkes ef poſes 
eve-light of nv worth , and lim what 
in chac manner to behold his Inf And 
nicy, forgetting that object tobe] poles 
forme and Image rather carvedaq per 
by the ſoule | er ſclfe, then to bei Faith; 
ot it telte , which is not rhe ab haven 
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lute Trath, nor God: Andthough 
in the Inceriour Will, this Image 
was good, and not to be deipited ; 
yet here, God is to be ſeen more el- 
{ntially, and that by himlelte,and 
the finall Annihilation of our 
ſelves, Let not therefore the devout 
reader torget in theſe ImperteCtions 
4 well pait as tollowing , of what 
thingand manner of Lite we ſpeak; 
i of Contemplation in the Lite 
Nupereminent. 

Aneighth Adverlary to the per- 
ktion of this Lite is, to ſeeke God 
otherwiſe then by t1mple Remem- 
rance. For, ſuch a ſeeking preſup- 
poles ablence : ſince none feekes 
what hee know2s hee has already 
And this Contemplation preſup- 
poles the preſence of God Yet this 
Imperfetion ariſes from want of 


) bei Fach:whilit we beleeve not chatwe 
eabq tavenot what wee ſe-k. Nr doth 


lu 


this Imperte&tion onel; mooceede 
F 2 from 
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ſome darkaes;but it alſo productth 
others,cauling that not to be found 
which is ſought. All things har 
theic time ( ſaith the Wiſeman:) 
Arime to ſeeke, a time to finde, 
time to ſow, a time £0 reape. And 
as he that alway ſowes and ploy 
can never reape ; ſo he that (houl! 
alway ſeeke God by prattick Life, 
{hall never enjoy him by frultir 
For , it the Cauſes be ill direfte, 


they not only take not their effeth, 


but doe allo produce the Contrar, 
As, alway to fow, not only ſtay: 
Corne trom comming up, butall 
begets barrenneſſe, The {ame beta 
in this ſeeking of God. 

To remedy this InperfeCtion; 
God is here to be found and enjoy 
ed by loffe and Annihilation ofou 
lelves in ſunple Remembrance 6 
him. 

Aud the ninth Imperfettioni 
here to long for God as oneablen, 

abt 
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ind that tor reaſons not unlike the 
former. For, what is inprayer and 
d-fire, is notalo in Aion. _ 
here God gives himlſelte to be p 

{f, and is not therefore to va 
das abſent » but en'oyed as pre- 
ſent. This Defire alſo hath At, 

hindering compleat Annihilation. 

Atenth ImperfeCtion i:,to be ca- 
ried to God with an —ſ—_ 
Thinking : both , becauſe thar 
ſhould notde , and alſo becauſe jt 
cannotbe. It fhould not be ; for 
ſuch an AQ withſtands Annjhilati- 
on. It cannot be , becanle God is 
wholly Super natural], &c. but our 
thinking is Naturall. 'Godis grea- 
terand above us : Our Thinking 
elſe, and b-low us. God therefore 
1s to bee b-held, but not to b- 
thonght on [maginarily. 

There is alſo an ImperteQion j in 
alting a Looke as it were upon 
God, ſomewhat more then a lin- 

F : HS. ple 
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ple Remembrance of him, as if he 
were in ſome other place , and ngt 
in the Soule, and the Soule in hin, 
as a fiſh in the Sea, or a bird in the 
Fire. And therefore the fouls Look 
ought to be as ſuffering , the eve; 
remaining in her Nothing, 4. | 
ſhonld be extracted by this Divine 
Glory, not trom her ſelte. For, a 
the Sunne darts his rayes into any 
tranſparent Budy, as water, glaſl, 
er cryital , from thence provoking 
towards himſelte a certaine refex 
Light. So, God who deſcends hi 
Beames and light into the ſouls 
doth alto rebound from her amw 
mall aſpect towards himſelte. Bu 
as that refleted Light is- not the 
waters , but the Suns which pier 
cing and inluſtring the ſame, is fla 
ſhed towards the Sun himſelte ; So, 
the Light of this Eye-light is not 
the ſoules but Gods : And being 
Spirit, Life and Light, it th _ 

break: 
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breakes the {oule, fublimes heryand 
(15 reciectid O1NI (30.1 5 xg the 
foul therev ich, which is thus n:ade 
ne with God, as himielte faith. 
The Word Which porti out of M3 wt, 
bal net retara empty 10 mes, but ©24t- 
wier I will, it jail a.conifiujm ani 
grgjper in them to why'n T lend it. For, 
3511 a Bodily 11ght an object ſens 
forth the forme or fpecics to the 
ge, which being inſtantly rededte4 
upon the eye-11ght or ſecing-pow- 
er {0 touche, cloſes therewith, and 
knitting ic ſelte thereto, flyes wich 
to the object it felte, from which 
the forme was ſent forth , and ſo 
the light of the ſame objett is drawn 
out 3 So 13 it In fpirituall (tight, 
wherein God (ſhoots out his God- 
lixe Light and his Will into the 
loute , which rc-lhining to God, 
the foule which ſo talted their di- 
vine touch, oncd therewith , tiyes 
Way with the ſame. 

$4 An 
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And laſtly, none of the leaſt Im- 
perfe&tions is a too buſie obſer- 
vance of theſe & ſuch other Imper- 
feftions, which now poſſeſſes the 
ſoul, and makes her Aﬀive, b:cau(: 
they either are, or atleaſt containe 
(ome Aftion. 

Wheretore in checking then, 
*is faulty to be too much intang- 
led, but only to doeit quicke with 
a twinkle of the eye, ſwitt as Light- 
aing. 

All theſe ImperfeCtions therefore 
contend againſt Annihilation. Net 
that ſo many points doe draw any 
Multiplicity upon this Exerciſe: 
For, how many ſoever the Imper 
fe&tions be, yet are they all donea- 
way by one only point and perte- 
fion. For, as they all ſpring from 
one head | To be] fo are they al w- 
niſht by the contrary | Not tobe] 
For, as all Imperte@ions aflembl: 
where Man is ſomewhat ; fo doeal 
pertecti- 


diſcloſed and cured. toy 


rerfeſtions flouriſh where hee ends 
tobe : For, then God onely lives 
and reignes. 

And ifto any theſe ſeeme no Im- 
perfetions , *tis becauſe they Iye 
too cloſe, If any thinke them ſmal, 
\is becauſe the great difadvantage 
they bring, 1s ——_ And latt- 
ly, if any take them for perfeQti- 
ons, *tis even becauſe they conſt- 


. | dernot what exerciſe wee have in 


hand, which is Contemplation in 
the Lite Supereminent : where 
(aith Bon.) all Intelle&uall wore 
tings are eſteemed blots and hins 


; | &rances ; For, as tis high, 1o it re- 


quires rales anſwerable to thax 


- | keight. Whereforethe Rules of the 
-rfe- | Ave or Illuminate Life, or Medi- 


ations therein doe not ſuite there- 


- | ith, for thy be too low , as on 


the other ſide , the Rules of this, 
maine not to that , becauſe they 

too high. 
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Cunar Al. 


Of a two-fold kinde of Annibilatin 


Their difference. And how they ma: 
to a two-fold Love. 


Ecauſe this Jaſt Chapter (hen: 
Annihilation only by cealing 
from all as, vaniſhing of Image, 
doing nothing , and reſt fromal 
Motion in God: And foraſmud 
as nathlefſe *tis required that ſome 
times ſuch As and workings mul 
be uſed, ſuch Images admitted, and 
that we muſt have fach Motionsin 
renewing of workings, in Meditz 
tion, in {tudies, preaching, prattk 
of the pallion, &c. it therefor 
ſtands us upon, to point out a wif 
to annihilate ſuch a&s, as alſor 
ſhew the praftiſe thereof. For, 
thongh we have ſhewed, that thok 
Aﬀs as well as all other thingy 
are nothing , aud though _ 
axe 


ts nothing d. 107 


have the knowledge of this no- 
thing & of their Annihilation, yet 
may he want the pratile. Where- 
fore both thele points are equally 
neceſſary in this matter, ( as wee 
aidbetore) that God alone may be 
ſen alwayes , who is the end of 
this Annihilation. 

But now to praCtiſe this thing 
duely : Firit, I admonith the Rea- 
dr to pluck up his ſpirits here, 
that they may worke more ſtper- 
mtarally, and (1 ſaynot, further 
tromſenſe then before, but)fat con» 
tary thereto. For, where before he 
anhilated them when they were 
abſent, here he matt alſo annihilate 
them preſent. 

Which to doe,and that this An= 
nhlation may bee cleare and ap- 
parent, we will here di(tinguith it 
no Aftive and Patſive. Patlive is, 
when the man himſelte,and all o- 
ter things are caſt alleep, vainly, 
and 


4 The preſence of alt 

and be made nothing. I call itpal- 
tive, becauſe *tis onely ſuffered: 
The Imperfte&tions whereof wee 
have blowne away in the forner 
Chapter. 

The Active Annihilation i; 
when the Man himſelfe, and all 0 
ther 93 are annihilated not 
onely ſufteringly, as in the Paſ- 
five, but doingly, I meane by Light 
Snthe Underitanding, as well nx 
turall, as ſupernaturall : wherei 
he ſees and moſt infallibly knowe 
that all thoſe things are nothing 
and reſts upon this knowledge in 
deſpight of feeling* The one > 
thele Annihilations lives when all 
Image and _ of the Creature 
is gone. The other continues alſo 
firme and ſure, even whilſt they + 
maine,after ſenſe,and yet by mean 
of this light are ſeene to bee no- 
thing. The one conſiſts in Know: 
{edge , drawne from Ex on 

Wal 
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when a man ſees himſelte brought 
tonothing,as 'tis ſaid,T am browght 
y nothing. The other conliſts in 
Knowledge true indeed , yet not 
feming fo after ſenſe , but after 
underitanding. Of theſe rwo the 
Ative is more perfeC& for two rea- 
ſons 3 Strength and Duration. 
For ſtrength, becauſe together 
with it ſelfe, it nothings all other 
things: Not onely when it failes 
with the atuall blaſt and breath 
of this Will or Divine Being 3 but 
even then alſo when the ſoule feels 
drought and barrenneſſe ; annihi- 
ating all things felt, as well as 
thole which be gone and vanifhr. 
The which point requires caretfull 
Attention. mrs it annihilates 
4 well all things that remain af- 
ter feeling,as alſo that ſame which 
annihilates them, z. the owne Un- 
derſtanding and Knowledge, with 
a] manner of working noe 
ot 
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Not enduring that any thing 
whatſoever, Image nor teeling re 
maine,but only God. For ttregt 
alſo , becauſe neither a nwltityg 
of outward aftaires, nor abi: 
dance of inward or intelleQuz] 
workings can hinder this Annjhi 
lation, or djirraft the man hinel; 
For itrength againe ; Becaule 'ti 
notonely tarre diitant from ſenſe, 
but flat contrary thereto ; So thx 
ic annihilates things not onel 
when the minde in abſtraCtions 
rides above them ; but even then 
when 'tis converſant among, them, 
looking on themas if it looked 
not : whence necefſarily ariſes Dv- 
ration, which is the ſecond perfee 
&tion of Attive Annihilation. And 
both theſe perfeftions' are not fo 
perfe&tly found in the Paſſive An- 
nihilation , which itayes always 
the Aﬀuall Lure of God. There 


be many that both know and pra: 
ile 


wy! q! 


vue \ \W 


all things nothing . IT) 


thing %{ the Patlive,but few the Active. 
BI} And ſo, they no looner talten on 
Ngt ny worke bodily or ſpiritual, 
Wade] by they ealily linke , tall downe, 
Di and become divided, and (o live al- 
tual wayes in languiſhing and unſatish- 
uM} gdnefſe of ſpirit. ME. 
ell. Theſe two Annihilatioris'mitke 
: th toa two-fold Love, ftruitive , and 
enle, atick,whereon ſtands the whole 
biriuall Lite. The Paſlive tends to 
nely | the Fruitive Love , the Aﬀtive to 
10 | the Pradtick. - For in as mnch as 
ie | theſe two Loves are never perfect, 
en, | tl in the Praftick love wee can 
Ked enjoy God even as in the Fruitive; 
Di | Tis therefore expedient that this 
ries Atjive Annihilation mediate to 
And | annihilate the Aﬀts of this Praftick 
t fo Love, which otherwiſe might hin- 
An- | &rthar enjoying, and railc {0 ma- 
fs | nymiddle walls between God and 
fre | theſoule. As therefore the Pailive 


2 | Annjhilation nothings all things 
ile by 
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by deading all our feeling j 
them, and tranſchanging themin: 
to enjoying Love: So, the Atty 
annihilates them allo ſtil] remi- 
ning, ( though in ſenſe wee feel 
them) transforming them int) 
fraitive Love : So that the Loy, 
which without this Adﬀtive Annj 
hilation were meerly Praftick, 
may thus become fruitive. And { 
by this Ative Annibilation we 
ſhall continually enjoy God,whe 
ther we worke and produce A 

orno. But, as the ſame falls na 
under ſenſe, but is onely ſpiritual 
and ſupernaturall-: So the enjoy- 
ance to which it leads us is not 
perceived in our feeling,but in ſp 
rit, and tranſcends nature. 


mM In» CHAP. ALL, # 
That this Ative Annihilation conſiſt, It 
ary inequalling the Paſſive. Tb? pra- Mat 
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feel iſe of it in Light and Remem- 
ny brance. 


inn | TH e Perfeftion of this Ative Bf 
tick Annihilation conliſts in e- j 
id (þ qualling the Palfive, in a Death of | | 
n We] dl things, and in a Paſſive Anni- | 
whe | hilation, after the ſpirit , though 
AG | not after feeling. And the figne 
$ MX | hewing it to be abſolutely perfeft, 
tual | is when it annihilates the things 
107 | which we perceive by ſenſe as veri- 
| It | yas if wee perceiv'd them not : 
1p | And even in the face of all thcſe 
(n{ibles brings as Tnvincible faith, 
race, and union with God, as a- | 
mong thoſe things which are al- | 
mady Ioſtand nothing. For,thus | 
E&P. | aman ſeeing, {ces not, when hee | | 
tolds not the ſame Formes in Me- uy 
clitationy | 
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ditation and Debatement. And6[nd! 
he lives in a perpetuall Death, and|help: 
dyes in an eternall Lite , buried "me 
Triumph of Conquelt, like thaſkath 
valiant Champion Eleazar, in|jxait 
romb'd inthe glory of his victory uthe 
when cra(ht with the fall of ththol 
Beaſt he ended his dayes. For,thi|| lay: 
Beaſt which hee tlew is the whok|i th 
{fin{ible world , which when welhoul: 
kill an«lbring to nothing, wealfo|gopt 
ſlay and annihilate our ſelves; and|iterl 
{o are buried ( as it were thereus|auſe 
der) and our Life is hid witmicl 
Chriſt in God. Ures 
The ſumme of the practice o 
this Annihilation conli1tts in two 
things, Light and Remembranaſutva 
The ule of the Light is generdll: kt, 
The aſe of Remembrance is tor 


dith acted. mone. 
For the firſt : This Light is wſstob 
other but a pure, ſimple, nakdlſwiwi 
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nd habitual! Faith, which Reaton 
telps, Experis ence ratities and con- 
imes.Nor talls ic under feni©. noi 
auth any acquaintance therewich; 
it relilts the ſame : Br it retides 
nthe Crowne of the ſoule, and 
xholds God without any Means 
ay, "tis pare ; excluding al! hel; L 
# the ſenſes, ſo as all in vihoe 
tould any prop or aſſurance bee 
roped tor trom them which are 
werlyro bee renounc'd. Firſt,be- 
aſe the helpe of that Devotion, 
mich is had trom the ſenſes, en- 
wes not : but this Faith is laſting, 
kondly , b:cauſe when ſenlible 
drotion is ha d, * tis not certain?, 


'[tant. Nor is it ilfciene 2 tO re» 
glance the ſenſes, unlef{e we allo 
mihilate them , b-canſe thy bz 
moneons an:{ [ying, p:rfiviling 
Bto be ?lieve that things ar -: Cons 


[aiwie, this faith is li-hwlome, 
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116 Light annibilating Senſe, 
and points us to walk in the ſpiri 


Secondly , I call it ſimple, n]/: 


cut of all multiplicity of Refs 
ning , asa thing repugnant tothe 
purity of this Faith. Firlt,becaul 
it makes it hamane,”vhere it ſhoull 
be Divine. Secondly , b-caule i 
moves us to produce Aﬀs, a 
conſequently to be but cauſes, na 
Annihilations. Thirdly , becai: 
it Clouds, and fumes up Exhe 
lations betweene Go Þ andtt 
ſoule. 

Thirdly, I call it habituall: ur 


der which word is much comp 


zed, and very remarkable; whid 
is, that it ought to bee continul 
without ceafing or interruptio% 
that ſo wee may ever behold tis 
Infinite of Nothing and All:whis 
though it ſeem hard to doe, 6 


that it may b2 done, two Real ; 


ſhall confhrme. One is, that 8 
Angel, though hee be upon ear 
j 


(will 


ren 
d 


be 


| yg 


and reaſon deſcribed. wg 


| ſet for the bouclinelle.he hath to 
of, | 1B place is ſaid to beein heaven : 
"| this Light and Faith, though 
bmetimes they doe not aftually 
hou ke this Nothing, and this All, yet 
"= . | trough the diſpoſednefſe where- 
in 0 ey accuſtome to behald them, 
[they alwaycs perſevere in the 
tht of them. And as an Angel 
Evi, | Athetwinkle of an eye , mounts 
4 tl | 1oM earth to heaven : So, this 
light and Faich in an Atom's 
lime , reach the aCtuall contem- 
ration of God, and this nothing. 
and as an Angel fo retnrn'd is 
nw counted to have been in heaven,as 
- twere from the beginning 3; and 
4 thi 0 is verified that Say of our Sa- 
«phil 19ur z Their Angels doe alway be- 
" wl wad the face of my beavenly Fa- 
| ter. So alſo this Light, when 
| © Xtually fees that Myſtery , e- 
exrh| when they forget and ſeem co 
b ediſtraſted. 


Fourth- 
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LI 1/4; Annipilation, ſenſe 
Fourtinly, 1 au i which Real 
helps. | 7. the ficic point befw 

mentioned, which is Know| 
grounded on Reaton, Philoſophy 
the Fathers, and holy Scriptun 
& Examples. A!l which argumen 
are drawne to this word Reaſa, 


whereby this Faith is afliited. Af j 


this contradicts not what weeſai 
before, that this Faith excludesd 
Reaſoning:tor I {pake this conee 
ning the ſecond point touchin 
the practile of Annihilation, ti 
which mutt be. tree fron: all mult 
plicicy of Diſcourſes. Bur , her! 
{peake ot the tirlt point Knowled 
which is ttrengthned by reafonau 

diicourle. 
| add, which | cxperience ratits 
and contirmes |] :. when che fout 
div'd and drown'd in this Innaits 
{ecs her ſclte brought to nothing 
For, thus her Light and Faith at 
nuich encreaſed ; {o that it thallt: 
| terwatd 


A ag 
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and reaſon deſcribed. [19 


terwards bee very caltie tor her to 
felieve this Annihilation, and by 
this light to dive her ſelte deeper 
addeeper therein. 

Sixtly, 1 ſay,it comes notunder 
lnſe : The reaſon is ; becauſe as 
theundcritanding is not ſubjacent 


| nortyed to any Organ, fo neither 
pthis Light, which pertaines to 


theunderltanding : whence it tol- 
lowes that ic talls not under (enſe. 


| bxcauſe no Might of the ſoule 


an feele without its owne Or- 

N. 

Seventhly , 1 attirme, that this 
Rith and Light relift ſenſe ; For, 
ey direftly fight againit ic. Whac 
(le attirmes, they deny : Senſe 
aith ſuch or ſuch a thing is;which 


 faich and Light(in refpe&t of Gods 


preſence) ſay,is not. 

Eighthly, | place this Faith in 
the Crowne of the Soule , becauſe 
that place is furthelt from the Sen- 

les, 
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(es, and neareſt ro God : anditi 
the very top of the Soule. 

Ninthly, I ſay : It beholds Ge 
without Meane : becauie *tisn 
hindered by ſenſe or Sen; 
things , but ſtands free and | 
from them all. 

Touching the ſecondpoint:thi 
Remembrance is a certaine [nſpirs 
tion, Illumination, Touching, « 
Out-breake of Divine Light,whid 
ſtrikes the Soule, and quicker tha 
Lightning ſmites, rowlſes, & ſhem 
her where ſhee is , evenlolt inthi] ed 
All, and in the Armes of her Dea T 
And thus by the furtherance ofthif not 
Remembrance the ſoule mount 
her {clte when ſhe {eemes diltraftet 
from the Actual fight and Remenf but 
brance of God. Wha 

Bt note well that I call ita Re| int 
membrance , and not Inturninf] that 
for two Realons. this 

Firlt, becauſe turning in, ſtirs] F 


Adtion, 


ſoule-mounting Remembrance. 12) 


Aftion , ſuch as this Remem- 
brance hath ſcarce any, by reaſon 
oftheexceeding purity, nakednes, 
and itmplicity. 

Secondly , becauſe ſuch In-tur- 
ning preſuppoſes Out-turning and 
Dilration, which befalls not in 
this Remembrance, becauſe it no- 
things all Diſtra&tion whatſoever. 

Againe, *l call it Remembrance, 
becauſe it conſifis not in an act 
of the ſoule ſo muchas in the di- 
mine working upon her, not pro- 
if ceding from her , but from God. 
Thirdly , becauſe it changes 
bf not the ſtate of the ſoule, making 
dernearer to the Divine Being,nor 
the Divine Being nearer to her; 
but onely lets her ſec where, in 
what degree, and rate ſhe is , even 
nthis All : Alway preſuppoſed 
that ſhee negle& 113c her Ih in 
tis praCtice. 

Fourthly , becaule 'tis ſwifr, 

G and 
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and paſſes quicker then Aft 

Fittly, becauſe the ſoule hat 
ic before ſhe can think : Nor a 
the looke ſo ſuddenly as ſhe hat 
It againe; And that becauſe of th 
habic of Light, and Faith when 
with ſhe is endowed. 


CHap. XIIL 


Of the Imperfettions or Impediment 
of Aﬀtive Annihilation. 


H Ee practiſe of this Annihils|' 


tion will appeare more clears 
ly by oppoſing thereto the fa 
lings and impediments thered 
And therefore we will here diſc 
the ſame. 

And firſt, *tis an imperfeCQiont 
doubt of the Reall preſence « 
God, or to believe the fan 
doubtingly, or with a languilin 
and ileepy faith. 

Second! ,not to live by this fait) 
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Amihilat ion unveiled. 


ji, to ſticke at things as if they 
were ſomething , not waking to 
hold this luſtre and glory of the 
Eidegroom, and everlaſtingly to 
embrace him , who is not onely 
lnowne to be preſent, but of all 
hings enly preſent ; before whom 
heyall vanith and ceaſe to be eſtee- 
wedfor any thing. 

Thirdly, to believe the Senſes, 
ad let them rule over the Light, 
Reaſon and Faith. To liſten to 
bem, ſince they be lying,andbring 
ndeath , whoſe windowes they 
& Nor, by them can there be any 
Ry to Life, inaſmuch as this Lite 
tranſcends them. Laſtly , ſince 
t they wee here tight with to 
ringthem to nothing , therefore 
atheir owne cauſe they can be no 
biges » but muſt dye and be no- 

gd. 

Fourthly, to fhun any neceſſary 
Norke, outward or inward, for 
CG 2 teare 
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teare of Diitraftion. For ther the 
appecares the error, Darkneſſeanl] int 
failing of ſuch Annihilation ul ( 
accounting that worke to be ſons] li 
what, where indeed *tis nothin ;. 
And ſurely to him that takes ithy] mc; 
ſomewhat, tis ſomewhat indeed] F 
and therefore not a little to befer| Cor 
red. But, if his Anihilation wel 
perfe&, the worke were nothing] van 
nor worth his feare. Yea, he tha] and 
ſo abandons a neceſſary worke,{t| bod 
ftaincs double diſadvantage, ai] nan 
incurres a double blindneffe. Fit] lags 
on the things,which to him istr| vere 
n:d into Darkneſfle : And ſecond] ed: 
ly, on the Feares part, which wil tim 
the /troke raiſes obſcurity. Wherſ bo 
in they faile exceedingly, whod| tom 
lircdl ro doe any thing, repinea]it th 
excuſe themſelves, deluded undrq voul 
painted cloak of giving therlel tem; 
tothe Spirit. And fo they runq He 
way from that which they i doſe] 
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hertn] they ſeeke, 7. from God , who is 
le and] nthat worke, and draw on them- 
ion a] (elves a triple darknefſe and ſtum- 
ſons] bling blocke. 1. Worke. 2. At. 
thing 3. Their owne will and Diſobedi- 
$ itfo ence, 
indeed} Fitthly , to adjourne a ſimple 
be fex] Converiton to God ; which often 
n mer] tefalls thoſe who having any out- 
othing] vard worke, or any Meditation in 
he tha] and, thinke they cant;ot come to 
rke;it} God till the worke be done,which 
e, a namerof doing contains two fai- 
e. Firk] tings : One, that in this work they 
n is tr] vere not firſt unitedand annihila- 
ſecont] ted: the other , that they thought 
ch wif timpoſſible while the work Jaſted. 
Wher] both they faile , and flye backe 
whod fom this Annihilation , wherein 
ina] i they perſiſted conſtantly, it 
unde] would liffolve al things alike, and 
ſelf} temally holda moſt happy union. 
' rut} Herein alſo appeares Senſuality, 
hey i doſely hunting for comfort by a 
| G 3 ſen{ible 
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{enſible Union, which it ſeemesit 
cannot reach till the worke by 
done. 

A 6h: ImperteC&. and that a col 
one, is to tarn Our ſelves in, it 
were, from a place without to! 
place withinzas if God were preſet 
or more in one place then in ano- 
ther ; which dire&ly oppoſes thi 
Annihilation. For, Annihilation 
holds us within by the preſentne 
of Godin al ſteads, andby an adv 
{iſhment of all thoſe things whid 
might never ſo little turne outor 
diſtratt us. Alſo this turning in 
workes againſt kindly Courl, 
flying from thoſe things whid 
ſhould fly from us and vaniſh,em 
All things. For, whilſt the ſoul 
turnes her ſelfe in, ſhee flyes fron 
things without growing ſomwha 
afraid of them : And the more ht 
feares, the thicker they runnel 
her mind ; Belides, ſhe a—_— 
then 
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them into Gods place, whoſepre- 
opative reaching to be everywher, 
{ that at his preſence all things 
fhould melt , the contrariwile al- 
lowsthem ſo much place,that they 
ather exclude God. Beiides , this 
Turning in is not free fromſenſe ; 
Norcan It reſt or beleeve it ſelfe e- 
nough tarn'd in , till firſt it taſte 
lm? certainty thereof. 

Laſtly, this Inturning is ſuch an 
Imperfetion, that he that uſeth it 
peveranew to begin. For, he that 
withdraws himſelte from things as 
otas any work is to be done, he 
inksagain into them; then grows 
dtracted , and fo is to beginne 
gain, 

Intarning therefore I ſay is to 
it rejeted,becauſe Out-turning is 
ever to be admitted , but to live 
wnſtantly in the Infinite of this 
Vivine Bzing, & the Nothingnefſe 


| of all things. And if a man finde 


G 4 himſclte 
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himfelte fallen without, let hin 
recover himſelfe by Annihilation, 
not by Inturning. 

A ſeventh Imperteftion is to put 
a Difference betweene perceiving 
not perceiving, i. when by the be- 
nefit of ſome particular Light, one 
proves this AH and this Nothing: 
Yet, being thus enlightned, hei; 
not to aſſent more or leffe to this 
Truth , then when hee ſeemes d 
priv'd of the ſame Light. Whereit 
happs that divers Men led by ſons 
eſpeciall pull profoundly into 
God, doe beleeve with a ſtrong 
Faith that God is All, and the 
Creature Nothing:becaulſe theyle 
it ſo : But, being a little forſaken, 
and left without taſte , they glide 
away into another Conceite , and 
at length to grofſeerrour , inn 
king God ſometimes greater,ſome 
times more preſent then at & 


ther times. Yea , they value tit 
Cre: 
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Creature ſometimes more , ſome- 
times leſſe ; only becauſe they judg 
not by light of Faith , bur by opi- 
nion of their ſenſes. 

An $th. Impeateftion is, to take 
this Remembrance only as our 
on AQ or proper Motion. For 
thus in ſome meaſure it ſhould bea 
lettotrue Contemplation. But ic 
keven to be entred primely as the 
worke and Motion of God ,- that 
tough ſome little thereof ſeem to 
xon our part, yet that little may 
xnothing'd by Aftive Annihilati- 
n, that nothing may riſe betwixt 
bodand the foule at all. 

A ninth ImperteCtion is , not ta 
xcontented with this Simple Re- 
tmbrance. The reaſon is, becauſe 
matſoever is danecither by {ear- 
ling, deſiring, or ſc1t-tarning in- 
ds, doth all tendto Bzing and 
ultiplication , not to not being 
a fimplification. Where many 
(75 faile, 
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faile, alwaies almoſt purſuing fur 
ther , whilit they faboat tO 6 
pell thoſe things which befor 
they ſhould have knowne to 
nothing. Sometimes allo inſe 
king God, whomalto wee ſhoul 
beleeve to be neerer us , and mor 
we then our ſelves. And the mor 
they work & ſearch thus, thelcl: 
they finde becauſe of the grez 
Multiplicity and commotion « 
the Soule. And contrariwileth 
lefſe they worke and ſearch in thi 
manner, biding content with this 
fimple and naked Remembrane, 
the more they ſhall ſee God, b 
cauſe of the great ſimplicity ai 
calmnelle of the Soule. 

To conclude : The laſt Impert 


ftion 1s , not to perſevere everi 


fiingly and without ſtop in ti 
praftiſe of this Exerciſe of All 
Nothing. Yet this failing 3 
ordinary with many , who 1 
ene 
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gery encountring Act, work, and 
notion doe cut and knap off the 
hreed of this habicuall Annihila- 
ton. And ſo following ſenſe,and 
wt naked Faith, they cannot ſee 
tis All in the Creator , and No+ 
thing in the Creatures. The cure 
fall theſe ImperfeCtions is plain : 
mich is to walke perpetually -in 
bis Annihilation , Light, and 
Remtbrance : as we ſhewed before. 

Now, the cloze and conclution 
theſe 2 Annihilations is,that by 
depaſſive, the ſoule mounted and 
aken up to God with all her 
Nights , abides in high abitraRti- 
m uncloathed of all Images , in 
rt of ſpirit, and cealing from as; 
nthe Ative the itands allo fixe, 
(though not after Sen(2 ) in the 


ery face of all thole Ads and I- 
mges remayning. Both theſe 
naihilations ace to bee prafti- 
kd by ſumple Remembrance, 
And 
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And that foule which duly fans + 
way all theſe impertetions, o 
ſing the two Annihilations, Na 
never be denyed a bleffed arrivalin 
God (preſuppoſing the Common 
goodnefſle ever at hand.)As on the 
other {ide,with theſe ImperteQion 
ſhe can never come there. 

Doubtleſle there be many, who 
for want of diſcovering and core- 
ding them , ſticke many yearesa 
the threſhold without entranc. 
Therefore let not him that defirs 
the true way to Contemplation, 
grow light-minded, or count then 
for ſmall matters ; for they cannot 
be ſmall , that hinder ſo great! 
g00d. 

*Tis trae I confeſſe , that ſons 
times the pull of the holy Ghol 
may be ſo raviſhing , that it mi 
mount the ſoule to God , withoit 
puncuall avoydance of all the 
Imperte&ions, But that grace is& 
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ordinary, and not to be lingred 
won , that wee [ſhould negle&tto 
jd up our ſelves with all our 
nights thereto. 

Here note allo,that as in the In- 
ziour Wil we are not to flye back 
othe Exteriour , but: to accom- 
jliſh all our workes according to 
te Natare of the Interiour Will : 
{, neither ſhould hee that hath 
ronne the Tower of this Supere- 
ninent Will, goe forth any more 
veither of the other , but dwell 
xrefor ever , by drawing , doing 
tem here, ſpiricualizing, and even 
OY them to nothing through 
Ss Annihilation , as wee have 
tewed in this part. But in ſaying 
at hee ſhould not returne to the 
ateriour Will, Ipgiveno counſel] 
deſpiſe outward works ; for of 
dis errour have I warned the Rea- 
trelſe-where. But I will that in 
ving them, they beſpiritaaliz'd 
ad annihiled. CHAP. 
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CHAP. X[TII]I. 
That the practiſe of theſe two Anni 


lations is not to be diſorderly confour 
ded as touchins Time & Place:but eat 
to be aſſign'd his own Time and Pla: 
What time & Place ſuits the one, all 
what the other. Of 3 kinds of workin, 


Of the true &+- falſe reſt, with the dife-| i 


rences & ſiyns whereby to know then. 


Heſe two Annihilations har 

each of them his proper Tine 
and Place,which are not to be con- 
founded together. Now that we: 
may ſee what place is meete for the 
one,and what for the other ; thele 
2 Annihilations make toatwo-foll 
Love. The Paſſive to an enjoying 
Love, j. to a naked beholding Unt 
on and enjoyance of God. The 
Riveto a prafticke Love, 7j. to ol 
Oartgoing , Lively and faithfu 
working , whether bodily or {pt 
rituall, . 
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So, then the proper place of the 
Mive Annihilation is when wee 
proſtrate to the Fruitive Love. 
kcaulſe the Pailive reduces all Mo- 
tons and workings to nothing, 
yantsall forms and Images , and 
bleads as to the fruition of God. 
The Place for the ative Anunihil. 
when we are to follow the Pra- 
lick Love: For, by this Annihil. 
8by a certain tranſcendence of the 
Mind, all our works, a&ts, & ope- 
ations as wel of the body as ſoul, 
zenothing'd: ſo going out with- 
ot going out , working without 
working,Being without Being, li- 
img and yet dead, we transforme 
the =_ Love into the fruitive, 
{change the Active Life into the 
Contemplative; Enjoy God by 
faith in working and Aion, 
8 fully as in reſt and eaſe ; 


of Annihilation. 


+| Mich is the Top and ſpire of 


PerfeRtion. 
And 
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And thele are the proper places ; 
the two Annihilations. They en 
therefore that diſorder them , a 
alter their right courles 3 ulingiy 
deed a Paſſive Annihilatis &ſays a 
ring Ats and Operations,(as ſore]; 
doe) when they ſhould faithfuh|** 
worke in the PraCticke Love. An 
praCtiſing the Paſſive Annihilation, 
producing Acts(as many do) when 
they ſhoald ſuppreſſe them , and 
enjoy God by Fruitive Love. Th | 1.* 
firſt run upon a falſe reſt:the other, 
a hurtfnll Attivenefſe. Some the |,” 
row a too much Retiredneſſe hit |, ,, 
their Talent : Others throngh {- 
perfluouſnefſe of working fa. 
ſhort of God. But, that theſe tw "W 
extreames may be combin'd, and |, 
both the Miſtakes amended , itre |j;, 
maines that wenow ſhew the times 
agreeing to theſe two Annihilaty 
ons, the not knowing whereoh 


brings the two foreſaid Errours. |, 
Ther | > 
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There bz three ſorts of Aﬀive 
ove, or working : Exteriour, In- 
ziour, and Intimate ; Exteriour, 


'[aployed in bodily labours ; Inte- 


qmurin diſcourſes and ſtudies; In- 
mate, in renewing of workings 
adprayer. 

For the hrſt. Though bodily 
wrks theyb? only, yet are theynot 
nbe negle&:d , when obedience, 
agement, love, or diſcretion 
als and requires them. In which 
ing, we are to ſticke cloſe to the 


ſe two 
, and 
it 16 
times 
wlats 
ercoh 
Jurs. 


There 
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of the exterior Wil. And if that 
le require them not , it ſhall be 
dome to forſake the Frai- 
mLoveto go2 to doe them. For, 
wgh the Aﬀtive Annihilation 
alices all co Nothing : yet, ſuch 
liderty is not expedient, as rans 
wTittingly upon Impertinencies. 
tat loves danger ſhall periſh there- 
5 And bee that linkes bard tres not 
I'm : Yea, he that willingly ſets 
himle: 
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himſelfe aworke about needle 
things, cannot ducly praftie thy 
Annihilation. Bat if on the othe 
fidz hee refuſe to doe ſuch works 
after the ſame Rule, he incurns 
a dull reſt, the more to be fe 
red b:cauſe vailed with a falſer- 
zard of Contemplation conc: 
ning the Interiour working, s 
Studies,diſcourſe , or giving ons 
ſelfe to the Spirit. The limitsd 
neceſſity are not to be tranſprelt, 
ſaperfluicies warily to be avoyds 
the which are never free from Pal 
ons , Aﬀ-&ions and Negligent, 
wherein it we be not watchful, n 
ſmall Immortification & vexatin 
ariſes in the ſoul, which encreaſcl 
ſwel therethe more;the leſſe we 
count them ſuch; being dawb'dv 
ver With a vain TinRure of pert 
&ion: Whereont of neceſſity aril 
an inordinate & dangerous libe 


of Mind,pouring it ſelf forth ind 
FI 
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eedleG [4 kind of phantaſticke thoughts, 
iſe thy|adlofing the bridle to fleſhly Ima- 
ie othe|guations and ridiculous diſcour- 
works|18, whereout of neceſlity ariſes an 
ncurrg|iordinate and dangerous liberty 
be f+[dMind pouring it ſelfe forth into 
falſeri-|{kind of phantaſticke thoughts, 
conces|Mereby all Paſſions have their free 
ng, s|aty. Prid-, Selte-conceic , Am- 
ng ons |\tion, Suſpicion, Raſh Judgment, 
mitsd|(ontempt of our Neighbours, the 
reſt, ae Joy, Sadneſle, Feare, Anger. 
ojdel|favy, and of Miſeries what not ? 
m Paſs [Mich nathelefſe a Dalneſle & un- 
igenc, |@libleneſſe of the evill makes to 
ful, o[Xlittle troubled at ; all prick of 
-xation| (nſcience being blunted; wher- 
reaſe41v great heede is to bee taken. 
 weas|Ait if it appeare by this Rule that 
vb/d [ie Wil of God requires his Indu- 
' perſs|{tyin Studies, Ditourke, &c. and 
y aris]ſt hee hangs backe therefrom; 
libey[8 a ſluggiſh faint-heartednefle, 
th inv nough vail'd under pretext of 


a. piety, 
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of piety, or addifting himſelfe t 
the Spirit. 

Touching the Intinate working 
as renewing of our praCtile in con- 
templation, &c. *Tis only then 
bee produc't when by reaſon «f 
Gods working withdrawn, and 
our owne waxing faint, or becauſe 
of feeble and ſluggiſh Natureth: 
Minde is ſunke as it were yawning, 
and grows heavy, and lets fal fron 
her memory this Bleſſed-making 
object. Yet, ſo long as by thePu 
and Inworking of the Bridegroon, 
or by ſtrength or rowling of the 
Minde, or even by patient cleaving 
to God, or by ſimple Remem 
brance, ſhe can perſevere in [Union 
with God in the Fraitive Lov: 
*Tis not. beſt to forſake the Pale 
Annihilation , and the Fruiti 
Love that depends thereon, to tai 
in hand by ads to praiſe the 
ive Annihilation : provided mM 


49A 


LU 
17 


elfe ty 


Orking 
In CON 
thents 
fon 0 
1, and 
becaul 
ure the 
VWIINg, 
il fron 
naking 
the Pul 
zr00n 
of the 
eaving 
emeny 
[Fnior 
Lowe; 


"NOLA 
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by ſimple Remembrance ſhe ſtand 
ther part. For there it is that the 
ule is 10 tranſported , inlarg'd, 
nlightned , and united to God: 
there ſhe taſts the chalte embraces, 
ſweet entercourſes, and divine kiſ- 
there ſhe ſees her ſelte ſublim'd, 
anobled , and glorified with An- 

at the coleſtiall Table. There 

reliſhes the fruits of her Morti- 
ation , the treaſures of her Re- 
pn and the Comforts of all 

r Selfc=denyalls, and of thoſe 
neapons {hee found out to make 
nar upon her ſelfe , for attaining 
he Kingdome of Heaven, which is 
be got by violence. Let her not 
teretore ( I ſay ) forlake this Pat- 
Ine Annihilaclon, and the F ruitive 
Love deſcending theretrom ; No, 
tough ſhe feel not thoſe comforts 
ut find this Fruicive Love ſo bare 


-| her feeling, that ſhee loſeall her 


one tecling and allurance of com- 
tort 


— a» 


—— 
- 


- 
Mes. HR 


©rT 


— — 
od TIE 4 
-_ - it 
bh ” 
m——— 


yy 
— 
— 


= - of ro ” 
Q_—_—_—_—— Ci Oe. 
% " ? 


—_ - 
_ Os > — —— 


- 
_ _ 
- — — 


142 The eminencie of 


fort, which is the ſatisfationd|m 
Nature. And this is the trueRef | 
wherein both her faithfulneſſe i 
eryed , and the foule is ſeatedin; 
true poverty of _ 3 Patience, [xn 
and eſſentiall Reſtgnation of hed 
ſelfe. There whatſoever of Mn [re 
remaines in the ſoule is done+[m 
way. There the Death ended |: 
and the conqueſt atchieved. Ther |d, 
is the ghoit given up betweere [lov 
the hands of God , and Jafth [by 
there is the Man transforma uit 
whole into God : For, by thi Ji 
conſtancy and Death , God livs 
and reignes in him, and in hin ſabe 
accomplithes all his workes. Jul: 
this Reſt and ceaſing from Adts [ri 
1s pure abſtration and Unclov [nt 
thing of Spirit attained tov Jon 
wherein the Soule is ſpung'd ofa |ten 
errours and impurities , and pre [abi 
Riſes all vertues and perfedtions 
(though efentially and without 
multipli- 
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mltiplicity.) For, here is uſed a 
mrvailous defence & watchfulnes 
heart , which not only can en- 
kre no conſent or delight, but e- 
mnot the leaſt feeling or thought 
eSinne , they being open ene- 
wes to this Reſt and Annihilati- 
mn: ſo that here all Paſſions 
appealed , AfﬀeCtions mortifi- 
1, and Motions reſtrain:d. Here 
weis ordered , Deſire bridled, 
by tempered, Hate killed, Sadnes 


wtigated, Vain hope extin@t, De- 


E rejected , Fear put to flight, 
umption abaſed , Wrath pa- 


in hin Jad ; and ſhortly to ſtay , here, 


es. Ij[Ulnordinateneſſe of the Soule is 
n Ads, ["Rifed and reformed. But if e- 
Inclo# the lealt paſſion , affeCtion, or 
{ t06 [tordinateneſle get head , there is 
dofalen no perfet reſt,no Paſſive An- 
id pr ikilation till they be conquered. 
Aion [fe ſeek Vertues: How profound 
ichoutſunility is it thus to nothing 
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our ſelves ? How invincible Pail vi 
ence thus to waite ? How firoyte 
conlitancy thus to perſevere ? Hoyſtia 
lovely Long-ſuffering to atten{[th 
God ſo long with ſo fixt and faith|a 
full an eye ? How chalt Virginig|at 
to preſent our ſelves thus ſimplf 
Laitly , what Faith livelier, whaſdi 
hope ſtrer, what Love moreandn}t0' 
then is found in this Annihilatia|it 
and Re{t? Though indeed all the d 
Vertnes ſuckt up as it were intk 
Infinite of Divinity ; are thereprw 
Qiſed more eſſentially as in thiſwa 
Fount and wel-ſpring then aftudſ®i 
ly. They erre therefore, who beiyf®3 
forſaken of a perceivable or exper 
mental] Union, turne their bac 
ſtraightway upon this Annihilat 
on, Death, and expyration , le 
ing backe to themſelves , and 
Canking them to their own ap 
refale to endure this Reſt, Empl 
nefſe and poverty of Spirit, 4 
| 


le Paz] will of God, and All-fpritely en- 
v fron tercourſe, Superceleſtiall or Efſen- 
>? Hopltiall Illumination, though indeed 
 atteni]the true and Divine Wiſedome 
id faithJad naked ſeeing of God, is only 
irginiz]atained in this Annihilation,Relt, 
(imple kpiration and Death : So that in 
r, whatistheir flying backe & returning 
-eardn{t0 themſelves they doe no other 
hilatin{kut far eſtrange themſelves fron 
all th&JUpure and empyreall knowledg, 
re in thJadfrom al union and transforma- 
1erepre[iion into God,and ſo bide alwaies 

in thaajtned within themſelves and 
1 afud{irir owne bowels, and in the fer- 

ho bein of the old Man , as wee have 

rexper[iuely ſhewed : But they that be. 


ir bacſ@erwiſe minded , chat they may 
nibila6Þ deter pamper natur. aud their 
n, lÞme feeling , are pleaſed to ler 


andefieuſelves be deluded ynder a falſe 
yn a&Þf% of vercue, :ay ing chat in this 
En np ihilation they ught to co- 
it, tſferate wich God and notto reſt, 
Wi H when 
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146 Beſt workes enemies 


when indeede the more they ref 
thus, the more they worke, ang |® 
kfle, the lefſe they reſt ;. though he 
nnexperienc't ones can hardlyb» : 
ſeeveic. For,this way of worki 8 
is ſpiritual! and Godlike, and fy 
from feeling and* common work i 
ing of Man, which can never unite Ar 
the ſoule to God immediately.By, 
fet them ſay whar' they pleaſe; {| 
they would ehroughly ſearch Y 
tlie' depth of their minde, thy |, 
ſhould fnde that no other thing 
Bur ſelfe-love,unfaichfulnes, fain- 
heartednefle, ſelfe-ſeeking andine 
patience of ſpirit, calls them back 
from this Annihilation,how nd 
ſoever nature: bulwarkes- her{þ 
under a faire pretence of Vertit 
Somethere be, who in this Aunt 
hilation have many yeareshungt 
the- doore of perſecution with 
aſſayitig- to: enter: becaule 
by ccaling from their owne A 


lo 
true Reſt. 
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{45 Diſtincitons betwixt 
is abſolute Annihilation perteXting 
the whole man. The tale is turn'd 
trom God & reflefted upon it ſelf 
Thetrae is turned from it ſelte, 
refle&ted upon God. The falſe ſeek; 
conlolatis & ſolace:the true, con- 
tent with God alone, lets goedl 
other things. The tallſe is butieds. 
bout an Imaginary death 8& Anni 
hilation ; the true abouta Rel 
one. The falfe eanes more thentoo 
much upon the old Man and felt 
will : the true counts it ſelteal 
together vile. The falſe ſets dom 
it {elte as the end wherein to rel: 
the true is taken as a meane t0 
come to God. © The falſe mats 
the ſouledull, darke and ignorat 
In vertues; -the true inriches he 
with the contrary ornaments. Tit 


falſe-Jouſens and benumnes tt] 


conſcience,clumpling & makingh 


at, 


heedlefle of grofle impertedtion 


the true , ſharpes it and x” 
: 


(un 


OT TNUILS 


| 
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true and ralie Reit 1.49 


nhible of the leaft blemiſh. The 
alle preſents ſadnefle and impati- 
ance When duties of obedience or 
bore are to bee undergone : rhe 
me teaches Reſignation and Joy. 
The falſe having lictle ſound Mor- 
tikcation , takes paines more iti 
biding then in ſubduing imper- 
ktions ( wigctle their lite that 
pllow it, fitting downe withou: 
tie trae Reſt, ) the true rejoyces 
ntrue Mortincatis, he urtily rov- 
ting out all impertetions. Latit- 
,the falſe puffes up with Anabiti- 
on,and ſuggeſts a high conceit of 
tſelfe; the tru? holds low with 
tumility, bringing in Selte-con- 
tempt. And to conclude,the one 
mithout any cleaving to or Re- 
membrance of God makes the 


higheſt end the owne eaſe , never 


intending Lo procluce any inward 


«&, how much (ovever it ſecs it ſelte 
d linke, falne af{leepe, and degene- 
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150 Diſitindions betwixt 


rate into pure nature. Theothe 
15 never without ſome cleavingty 
God and Rentembrance of him;bu 
is ever armed with ſome though 
very ſpirituall, and alwaies difpo- 
(ed toreare it (elte againe,whenſs 
ever it feeles it ſelte {lidingorſlin 
into pare nature , through heart 
neſſe of the Mights and drowling 
of the faculties of the ſoule. And 
theſe bee the differences betwerne 
theſe two Reſts, and the figne 
whereby they may be knowne.And 
above the relt,the laſt is the chick, 
being a moſt remarkabledifferena 
and plaine, and ſufhcing by icſelk 
without more. 


Nevertheleſfle,ifhere a littlefor | © 


getfulneſſe of God creepe on w 
through frailty; yet are wee no 
therefore to waver and calt alls 
way as a falſe reſt ; but onely fork 
much, not for all. 7. for thx 


ſpace of time wherein-wee pe 


7 A 


ixt true andfalſe Reft. 51 


heotheſ ed forgetfull of God, but for no 
avingtoJbnger. And by diligent watch to 
him,bu{rdeeme the time, and not by hea- 
though[efaint-heartedneſſe to -give over 
$ difpo-Jal. No, nor can that bee the falſe 


vhenſo-Jroft, if that heavinefle proceed of 


 orflifailty and againſt the Will. For 
1 heavi-J the falſe reft is voluntary. 
owling Loe there! the three kindes of 
e. AndJworking, Exteciour , Interiour, 
tweneJund Intimate , the extreames 
ſigns Jad the meanes. The inordinate 
ne.And] working which is:the falſe-liber- 
chick, | ty; The Idle-eaſe which makes the 
ferena] flſe reſt : And that which comes 
ieſele] mdue time , wherein .confiſts the 
holy Aﬀtivenetle according to the 
Jefor-| courle and exercite of the Aﬀive 
on w] Annihilation -as aboveſlaid. And 
ee no] When the time nr 2-9 not that 


all] wee goe forth to ſuch aftion and 


foro] praftiſe of Love, by the Attive An- 
* tha] nihilation, then is it right that we 
feve- | dide rooted-and grounded in Vni- 

red H 4 Cn 


- 


382 Curward W6rBing 
on X enjoying love by the Paſſive 
Annihilation. And thus you fe: 
the proper times of thele two An« 
nihilations as betore you ſaw the 
places. 

CHap. XV. 


The manner of paſſing forwards inthe 
three kinds of Working ; Exterior, 
Interior, and Intimate : Were i 
ſhewed the drawing of the Aftive 
and Contemplative Lie to the Si 
pereminent. And the Practiſe of 
the rws former Wills in the third. 


Aving now ſherwed the Time 

and Place of working ; it re- 
mains that we declare the manner. 
And firſt, for the Exteriour and 
Interiour working , whoſe Time 
& Place ( though they be the ſame 
in this Effentiall as in the Exterior 
Will , after the Rule of things 
Commanded, Forbidden, and In- 
«ifferent ; wherher bodily or (| ans 
ta 


wir — —_ _— —__ 


myſteriouſly changed. 153 
mall;which Law is never to be ab* 
rogated under any cloake of Per” 
ztion whatloever ; ) yet in the 
manner of workings they ditter as 
aras the Supereniinent Lite excelz 
the Aﬀtive : -For he that is a \Wor- 
kerin this third, is alto to accom- 
iſh the Duties of the firlt, and 
xt not to delcend nor give backe 
thereto. 

Wheretore in the praftick Love 
ad outward workings , as in bo- 
lly Workes, as alſo in the inward 
loveor Working, as to labour 
br vertues, to meditate, to repel! 
icesand temptations , to quench 
lions and affetions ; none of 
teleare to be done as in the Exte- 
tour Will , by ſetting before our 
elves this Efſentiall Will and di- 
ine Bing, or becauſe God is , or 
tatGodmay be. Aﬀſuredly know- 
ng that thus a \twelling is prepa- 
«tor God who will thus ſhine 

H 5 in 
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154 Outward workings 
inthe ſoule : where contrariwils, 


by our Selfe-will and Darkneſf 
we {hould neither enjoy God, nor 
behold this Being. So that when 
we doe any outward Good works 
either by embracing Vertue, org 
jeting Sin and Paſſions ; we doe i 
not here by directing any Intent 
.on , butby knowing moſt ſurgh, 
iimply and plainly , that ſo 6 
will be. Where, in working con- 
trary , not God fhould be, butme 
our ſelves, {o tar forth as in us lay, 
nor'for us : No, nor yet astob- 


ching God himſelte, ſo far ſorths 


wecould withftand it. Andthu J; 


through our Siune and Selfe-wil, 
and by preventing God, we ſhould 
ſ1ct up ourſelves, and ſo advance 
our'owne Siune and Paſhon tors 
God andan Idol. 

Bat, take heed that I ſay not, lv 
doing theſe or theſe things , Gol 
Will be here ; 3. in thoſe thing) 

gr 


Mat 


not, Ib 
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myſteriouſty changed. 155 
ao then and at ſuch a time; but 
imply and indefinitely , God will 
k. For, the word Being or God 
bſtrafts from [here] and | now, 
6 thatthee is not onely in ſuch a 
Good'worke, but every where, as 
tat Soule molt plainely proves, 
tat ſees her (elfe by this Practiſe 
wing'd along in a ſtrange Maze 
uwdhoutherſelte in this Bzing,and 
attherewithas ina Diſſolution 
4 things thereinto;:Nor knows 
tewherher ſhe touch che ground. 

Neither ſay 1: The Soul ſhould 
hen fee God ; but ſimply |'{ce him} 
: not as beginning from thence 
brwards, but as bcing'from the be- 
mning, or rather without all be- 
inning. For, in him{heſees eter= 
ity withour beginning and end, 
kelces/fince all Aﬀtive Life as exer- 
&of Vertues, and contentiona- 
ainſt'Vices ; as alſo the Contem= 


WIN ative Life, are drawn to this E(- 


gt 


(entiall 


| A. wp 
| 150 6 rrue AnniMuation in 
' 


| 
lf. fentiall: and tince conlequently [yg 
[| the pra'tife of them conlilts in [4g 
chele rwo points ; wee are here no Ii 
lelle to take heart never to {lide a- Ii 
It way trom this All and this No- Jp 
| thing , then wee were in the other Jt 
| | lþ Wo lives to perſevere in the Divine Io 
ff | | Will and Selte-denyall : Reſting Jul 
| ever allured , that as oft as weloſe Io 
| the Divine Being , and finde our Jha 
pill? | {elves as Come-what 3 ſo often we fu 
Lt | {tray trom the Divine Will & Per- Jug 
| feftion, and follow our owne will Þc: 
and evill. We ſhould therefore al- Jt 
wayes hold fait this All and this let 
Nothing , but chietely when wee For 
practiſe any thing which is of Ver ire 
tue andperfe&tion , or avoid any Ji 
thing tending to errour and In- ſins 
perteCtion. 21 
Norare our Aﬀe&tions and Pa {tl 
1:0ns to be pampered under cloal ſhe 
of Aﬀtive Annihilation by conctt Fin 
ting a falſe hope of making then ub 


ro nothing 
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willing imperfections. 157 
thing thereby. For , that can- 
wt be done, becaule the very Aﬀe- 


Hon it ſelfe, the Pallion, and falſe 
xing is the abſence of the true Be- 
ng : So that 7o be willingly imper- 
«t, and alto to be.annihilated, do 
lefle contradict each other, then 
pbe and not to be , both at once. 
for, to be ſubject to paſſions , is 
hat being which- diametrally 
warts Annihilation & Not-be.. + 
vg, Such Annihilation therefore 
$counterteite and good for Ne- 
ting,but to excuſe excuſes in 11ns. 
letthis I mean only of choſe Paſ- 
ons and Temptations whereto 
tree conſent is given : For, other- 
methoſe Paſſions and Temptati- 
ms whereto our Reaſon renoun- 
to give conſent , (though wee 


nd P4+ ſitle them ſticke never ſo ſtrong in 
cloak Je Soule;) yet are they to be no- 
conc [tingd by mean of the Ative An- 
g then ſubilation, And fo we neede con= 


10th:ng 
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158 Sins death.is the life. of Bliſſ, 


felle nothing in them but this All, 
as in the firſt part wee acknowled. 
ed nothing bar the will of God 
here note, that it a Man really 
and truly beare downeall paſſions 
and imperfetions by his owne no- 
thing and the Divine All z he hal 
at length returne vicorious in 1 
finall and triumphant Conqueſtof 
them all,and become ſo throu 
{tabliſhe, fortifiedand inthron'din 
this practiſe that hee ſhall raft inh- 
nite more plcaſure from this mor- 
tification of himſelte, then he ever 
before taſted in {lavery to his own 
will and Init. For;to him thata- 
taines hither,a}l the paine, contre 
dition and ſorrow which heelut 
tered in fighting againit his owne 
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will and deſire, js ſadlenly chan 
ged into Joy and Bliffe, whilfttm 
ſtead of himfelte he en'oyesnot# 
ny grace or vertue, but God hiny 


be 
&c 
ri 


telfe, for whoſe alone ſake he thus be 
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lie, | Sms death 3s the life of bliſſe. 159 
is All, | «nyes himfelte. And thus it is 
wed. | deere what manner of working is 
Gag | 0 bee obſerved in the Outerand 
really laner Operation. 7. That they are 
aſſion | notto be produc't in the Exterjor 
ne no- | Will, or according thereunto;/but 
ie ſhall | through and inthe Efſentiall Will 
18 101 which is God himſelte. Nat, that 
aeſtol Qutward works are to be deſpis'd 
oughh neglected, but done after aper- 
on'dia [it manner , bodily turned into 
af inf Ificituall > and the Active Lite 
-mor- [4awn up to the Contemplarive, 
he ever [ud the Exteriour and Interiour 
is own [Malls to the Effentiall. And this 
chatar [ll ſathce for the place, time, and 
contre [Kuner of working. 
heefu- | for the ſecond Interiour Will 
:« owe [Working therein., Tknow no 
y chaty xdher2 to ſpeake thereof, both 
"h1If in *aule *ris ibutas an effeft of the 
<not+|, and alſo becauſe 'ris contai- 
od hin [das perfeftly in theſe two, asa 
| he thus [ane wichin two extreams. 

denyes Now 
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$60 Impure working 
Now, having teen the way of pra- [y 
tick Love, or working outward 
and inward ; we come to the Inti- { 
mate working, the uic whereof u- |; 
ſeth ro befall in Prayer, when the 
Soule as we have faid tinds herſelf ]\, 
foyl'd and forgettull of Go 1. But |; 
now how pure, how tmpleanl || 
{pritely this working ought toby, | | 
% how lictle acquaintance it ſhould Jy 
have with our Senſes , 15 manifel 
fromthe very nam? andepithite of 
Intimate. For, :ince here Intimate f 
nefſe, Purity, and Spirituality are 
but one and the ſame thing, it fol- 
lowes that inalmuch as nothing is 
more inward then that which is 
intimate , that nothing is more þ 
pure or ſpirituall. And theretor 
there is ſach exceeding purity and 
{pritelineſſe required in this wor- 
king, leſt it ſhould diſturb the foul 
from the Union and Fraitive Loi fri 
finke her to0 neer to Nature , = | 
WI1INF 


f pra- 
tward 
e Inti- 
eot us 
en the 
er felt 
|. But 
lean] 
to dz, 
thould 
anifel 


faul, J of Perje, HGH. ICI 
mithe her too nuch into ker ſelt, 
ut contrariwiſe , rather irmmedi- 
zly tx her in Union,and feat he: 
1the Divine Being tar diltanc'd 
*0m her felte , and tranſcendins 
\ature : Many faile in this Rule 
tntimate Acts ; ſome more,fomme 
|e, | 

| For, ſome there be that make no 
ad of producing tervent a&s and 
aurall workings, running there- 


hite of 
mates 
ty are 
it fol- 
hing s 


hich 8 þ 


> more |þ 


erefore 
ity and 
1S Wot 
he foul 
ve Lone 
e » and 

wWriilt 


ro much further from the true 
aon and efſentiall Contemplati- 
,a8 they thinke by doing to 
neerer : And ſonuwchthe 
ſticking in themſelves and 
rowne Nature, as they thinke 

live in God and his Being. 
r, ſuch workings are neither 
mate nor pure, bit exteriour 
uncleane. | 
And theſe faile not oncly in the 
ng and profoundnetle of wor- 
02, but alſo in the Time. For, 
they 
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x C2 Of pure working, 
they alw:yes act, leaving no roon 
for Fruitive Love. 

Others worke with no leſſeys 
lence and tempelt of Natural Me] 
tions then th-ſe doe; but nath] 
oft : bur only when they feeleth 
heavin-fle and drowlinzfle of Nx 
tur2: and theſe erre in the Intima: 
working of this Life, thoughths 
hold the du- time. 

Latrly, fomethere are thatpro 
duce Aﬀtsſo halfe {leeping, (inde 
much finer As then thoſe othes 
yet not pure enough for that [nv 
mate purity here required : Butlilſy 
they breath their own Motion 
Naturall ftrength and Langour 
ſatisfie Nature. 

But, in this place I take the 
pure intimate and perfet work 
to bee that which ſtands in a thr 
imple, and pure Rem-mbrantPa 
God, and isprotuc't by pure® T] 
aaked faith, whereof Chap. 12: 
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0 Foo | uſe that alone is the true. Meane 
wixt the ſaid Extreames of falſe 
lefſeri| Reſt and harefull Ativicy , .and is 
ral Me] the fole Intimate working which 
t nath] jmediately ſets the ſoule in Lni- 
feeleti| mand enjoying Love, and waſts 
of Neherinto the Divine Being. For, 
Intimaz{ this Remembrance. oppocs it ſelfe 
ugh ti] gzin(t that falſe Relt, Drowlſineſſe 
ud Heavineſſe of Nature , ever 
wrling the Soule,and making her 
dn|aentive to her All. On the other 
e othe9Þk, ir oppoſes the hurtful Aﬀtive- 
that Ilſe, becauſe it works not ſo much 
{ : BitWiy Naturall Motion as by pure 
19h, which is ſupernaturall , and 
infuſed vertue ; nor ſo much by 
lan, as by this Bzingand this:All, 
with his glory , inſpiration, 
Light ſmiting and allarming 
up, trumpets upon her walls 
mbran*Ym here. 
7 pure The Imperfetions whereby we 
faile in this pure Remem- 
brance 


then in a ſole, pure and t1mple Re 


t64 Of pure working 
brance are declared Chap. 12.which 
niay be all drawn to theſe 2. head; 
to Adde and to Diminith Forgs 
diminiſh, 7. to be lefſe employed 


membrance, 15 to {lide into oneg: 
the Extreams, the Falte Reit, For, 
no Man can doe leile but hee tha; 
layd dall and halte aflcepe, 


To adde allo, 7. to joyne othe || 
Selte-Ats whereby to come night: 


to Gol then we thinks we cand) 
By this Naked Faith and Remem- 


branze. is to fail into the others: 


trean!2 04 Hurtfu!l working. 

For , he that thus betakes hinr 
ſelfe agains to his own Ats, got 
as far ba: .: as hz that being unac 
cultom*1 to w-»'; nakedly andlt 
pernatu-ai'ly hy true & p.ure faith 
and not tindins there his old itt 


of feeling, grows male-contenttlay 


with this pure aud naked Rem" in 
brance, and falls to redoublet! en 


( 1 
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wne manitold Ads, and fo with- 
taws this Being the further from 
im, by ſeeking it atrer ſo uncourly 
zmanner. 


tiſea Man hath had in the produ- 
tion of ſuch pure working,any a& 
lap to breake out more then a tim- 
le Remembrance,the ſame may be 
whing'd by Active Annihilation. 
ind the fame direfti5 belongs al- 
vtothem in whom this Remem- 
rance ſeems to imitate Acts. And 
ontrariwite , hee that findes his 
le too flow 4 let him recover 
this inmple Remembrance,when 
uSoule is fo falling and drows- 
te, Which Remembranc. though 
[may ſay, tis rather to be received 
8the worke of God then as ours ; 
jet that hinders not but we may 
lave it for ſeeking , tince this Di- 
ine Being and Light is ever pre- 
t, and itauds at the Doore and 


I 


Yet, it at firſt, for the lictle pra- 


knockes, 
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knockes. And becauſe alſo tha Þ 
Naked Faith whereby wee behold Þ* 
the ſame, bides alway in the ſoule, P 
and is habituall. 

And thus, the Intimate wor- 
king is plaine. For as in the fore- | 
going chapter , the due time and 
place are ſhewed where and when 
the three kinds of working in the 
praftick Love are to be exerciſed; 
So, here is declared the manner 
they are to be done in. And thus 
tiscleer how the rwo former Lives 
are drawne to and practiſed in this 
third without ſhrinking a Jot 
from the praGtiſe thereof down to |/ 
the other. For, as the Philoſc 
pher is not to begin again, and un- 
dergoe the Schooles and rules of 
Grammar :So he that hath wonne 
the Tower of this Supereminent 
Will is not to ſinke or {lide to the | 
two fore-palt Lives. Not, that he 
thbould negle& outward: wor 


and the hinderances there:f, 167 


ut fulfill them perfed&tly in this 
tha (Lite and Will, transforming 
hold Fi. - h | 
ule, Þ* ly into ghoſtly , and the A- 

ie Lite into the Contemplative, 
d that not without due reſpect 
«the T ime, Place, and manner as 
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ſed; Ft the Paſſoon of our Lord Feſus 
nner | Chriſt ze perpetually to be practiſed, 
thus | and alway to be had &- ſeene before 
Lives | dreyes of the ſoule. 


Tot [A S for the Praftiſe of the Paſ 
nt [LI fion according to the condis- 
loſer þ of this Exercile , it is alway 
{un- Pt held before our eyes as one 


es of fudttieſame with this All aſſociate 
onne Þ® the Fleſh and Nature of Man. 
inent |\mre-note well that I ſay , (one 
o the Flthe ſame. ) For, ſo ſhall the 
at he Pntemplation thereof yeeld- a- 
xrkes, Padance gf fruit as ſhall appeare. 


But 
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But, beeauſe many conceit thy [4 

this Practiſe and Contemplatia 
of the Paſſion ſuites onely with 
young pupills , and fuch ascon- 
verſe only in the Attive Lite, bu I! 
not in the Supereminent , ſuppo-ſf! 
ling it molt excellent to adhere ty ſud 
the Deitie by perfe&t Union: Jt 
"Tis theretore a matter of high 
Conſequence in our preſent pur f 
ofe, to ſay ſomewhat thereof Pic 
And though the Brevity whereto rot 
{ confine my ſelte in this Manual: 
do {care permit the thread of ouwFiere 
diſcourſe to be ſpun longer, yetinfom 
aſmach as che Paſſion is ſo unevi- Fane 
table that it makes an Eſfential pa Ju 
of this Rule ; 1 may not paſſeitin 
{ilence, the rather becauſe the De 
votion of many, and the waveringþnte: 
of fom- about the refolution har l 
of, requtures thus much. gh 
And for the tirſt point , toſPraty 
cure them that the Paſſion ouge ling 
avg 
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{way to be had before our eyes, 
is plaine by that of Exodus. And 
boke that thou make ir like the 
Pattern ſhewed thee in the Mount: 
Which (fay the Fathers) is meant 
ofthe Paſſion of Chriſt. And,h ow 
adently God defires to commend 
. [teContemplation thereof to us, 
"f high JYpeares 3 

it pur Fri, by the word | Looke | 
nereg Johich awakes us to a folid and 
hereto found Infight and conliderati- 
; inaſmuch as infinite ſecrets be 


1S CON» 
>, but 
(uppo- 


1ere (0 


yerinom the outer-eye, and which re- 
uneri-Faine inviible without a good, 
al par twatchtull, long,and through- 
plted ſight,not in the Aﬀtive and 
inate Lite, but even in the 
veringÞontemplative , which alſo i51/l 
ly prove quick« and cl.cre e- 
gh to comprehend them, bur 
eoſs-Pn twinkle + ©” Locakn tin in be 
oughtfling and conceiviay ws fame. 
alwa [ B-1icdes 
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Beſides , fince G O D is there, ] 
(though in form of Man) tis mott P** 
juit and godly that every where we [| . 
give him protound adoration and Þ* 
honour. For, what foule can en- 0 
dure when ſhee fees God upon b 
earth , to {light his acquaintance nh 
there, and tling away to abſtrafti lo 
on?Or with what face or piety can | 
ſhe turne her back on him, hanging © 
on the Crofſe, to hunt forple [ - 
lures, he remaining in paines? F k 

Urias wifely conlidering that F*;; 
the Arke of God dwelt in Tents, 
atterly retuſed comfort , ſaying; 
The Arke of God, and Ifrael, and; 

adah relt in Tents, and my Low” 
Hoch, and the ſervants of my Lol” 
encamp in the open field : andſtlþ, * 
| goe into my houſeto eat & drint G 
and lie with my Wife? How mud [** 
more ought we toforſake comfon}"* 
(ſo far as it depends on us and off - 
teeking) yea and from God = & 
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ie rewarded ) to bear a part with 
x Living Arke of God, wherein 

\ and 94 himlelt is incloſed;yea which 

God himſelfe? 

won | When Ring David out-worne 
PF" tid woes, clumbe gaſping to the 


”—_ lop of the Mount of Olives bare- 
raſh Ke 3 the Pri ded them- 
yan fe 3 the Princes yeelded them 


dves his conſorts ; How then can 
edoe lefſe to the Immortall God 
\ brking, then they to their Mor- 
' 1... JW Man? 
Allo, theſe words, Make ic after 
patterne, exprelſe that Ingage- 
wee ſtand in of bearing the 
Loy f4191 of Chritt alway betore our 
Lond f*: For, as a Painter abont to 
d (hy Fae an Image to the life accor- 
tink Fgtothe Type, is tycd alway to 
Id the ſame before his eyes ; So 
It with us in the Paſſion, which 
1onfarPattern and Prototype. E- 
7 Chriſtian is a Painter. His 


wds and fingers are the Pencill : 
bs SP His 
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His colours many vertues & good {;,. 
workes. Himlclte is the Image hee 'M 
13 to draw, where colour multbe [p,q; 
Jaid upon colour , and vertue ad ſj. 
ded to vertue; T hey {hall goe from x 
ttrength to ftrengrh until the Image]; 
be brought to perfe&tion. Which |, 
rhe better to accomplith, this Pat- " 
terne 18 alway to be had before his J,q, 
eyes. And Painter-wile to fixehis [jo 
eye on the Prototype at every 
draught of the Pencil] of Verme |. 
Wel-doing, or ſuffering, not mo-J4;. 
ving: a jot withour a 1ight of the 
ſame,lett rhe Image ſhould rebound]... 
unlike. And becauſe our whok 
Lite is ſpent in painting , andirf , 
ducing new gloriesro this lmage, 
it followes that this pattern 18 ney, 4 
verto be abandoned to death. 4. 

Tacoh ttucke twi-ſtraxed rodds},.. 
before the eyes of his theepe , and, ;.. 
{© made them bring forth Lambs], 1 
like varioully ſpeckled. And on: 
| heaven! 
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avenly Jacob and good [hepherd 
bt betore the eyes of our 1loules 
he varicties of the Vertnes of his 
Mfion , that we may produce the 


* like. 


Againe, this Patterne was ſhew- 
din the Mount : whence you may 
ather the woncrous height of this 
yſterie , as alſo how much their 
udgement is beſorted , who 
uppel! they have wonne the top 


hereof in the Aftive and 11lumi- 
nte Life : as if either the toppe of 
his Mount were not palling high, 
was if in this Myſterie conlitted 
wt the moſt ſublime Contempla- 
110N. 

Our Lord commanded that both 
he poſts of the Children of Iftaels 
jouſes ſhould be ſprinkled with 
he blood of the Lambe ; ſhewinz 
that hee would have us ſo evei 
nindfall of the blood and Patlion 
o that Lamb which taketh away 
[ J the 
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the Sinnes of the World, thatye 
could neither enter our Inner 
houſe by Contemplation, nor goe 
out by Aftion, but we thould haxe 
this blood and Paſlion before our 
eyes. Which command is alfo re- 
{embled in that which he gave to 
the children of Iſrael,whom he en- 
joyned to write his Laws upon the 
vates of their houſes that they 
might alway remember them. 
The letter T. repreſenting the 


Croſſe, imprinted on the forehead: 
of mourners in eruſalem, ignites 
alſo the ſame Remembrance which 
God would have us beare of hi; 
Paſſion : as when he commanded 
the Children of Ifrael to carry his 
Law beforetheir eyes, hee would 
that they ſhould never forget the 
ſame. 

The Scarlet thread hung up in 
Rababs window , teacheth us that 
tis Gods willwe ſhould hang P r 
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Croſſe and bloody Paſſion in the 


Window of our Inner houſe (our 
wderitanding) that ſo we may al- 
way nuiſe on , and behold the 
lame. 

And ſurely, he that well weighs 
vith himſelte the Magnilicence ot 
that ſupreame Majeſty , and how 
unſearchable a ſecret it is that ſuch 


loyalty and omnipotency ſhould 


ſuffer fo bitter ſorr.»ws , and thar 
tono other end but to be an exam- 


4 


eto us 3 he ſhall ealily grant thac 
the whole ſpace of our Life is molt 
excellently ſpent in beholding this 
Mylterie. 

When- God ſpake to Feremiah, 
hegave him this charge: Goe dywn 
into the Potters bouſe , and there thou 
ſbalt heare my words 3 Now , who 
ſhall wee ſay this Potter is,but the 
Son of God that frames thoſe ear- 
then veſſells, Men? And which 
ſhould be his Manſion-houſe or 
l.4 work- 


Wh 
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Worke-houſe but his Man-hood; 
where , by the power of his Paſſ- 
On, he repaires and renews the [n- 
{truments marr'd and broken ? If 
theretorewe wait that God ſhould 
ſpeake to , and direct us in the 
wayes of the higheſt PerteCtion and 
Contemplation , then are we not 
to prye up to his Deity alone, 
but to meek our ſelves to his Man- 
hood and Paſſion : For there hee 
{arch promiſed to ſpeake to us. 
There, (faith he) thou ſhalt heare 
my words. 

When Naomz  counſelled Ruth 
what the had to doe to compaſſe 
the Marriage of her rich Couſin 
Booz , {he willed her to marke the 
place wherehe uſed to {leepe, and 
having uncovered his feete by hea- 
ving up the utmoſt rindge of the 
Coverlet whereunder he repoſed 
himſelf, there to lay herſelt down, 


1nd ſo ſhe ſhould come to know of 
him 


"1 


palle 
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hea- 
f the 
oſed 
Wn, 
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him what the ſhould do. This Na- 
mi teaching Kuth deciphers Wit- 
dome which intormes the Soule. 
Rich Þooz perlonates jcl1s Chrizt, 
who 1 rich in all, and who is nxt 
of kin to the foule 28 to hr whote 
Nature he hath alſumed. The placc 
where he [leeps is the Croſſe. The 
Covering, his Man-h950d. The ut - 
moſt and lowelt rindgoe Of the Co- 
ering towards the feci, is his Pai- 
on, tull of Ignominies which he 
afered towards theend an! lalt 0 
lis Lite. And this is that nina 
order which we are to detet and 
urn up by Contemplation, where 
be Royall Kinglinelle of the Di- 
ine Majeltie will be found. An} 
here 1s the Soule to ca't her ſelfc 
lwne as another Mary Maydal:1: 
tthe feete of Jeſus, where he will 
tew her what's to be done, thac 
te may preſent her ſelf worthy to 
& his Spouſe. | 
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Our Lord wills us being called 
to the Wedding , to chule to our 
{elves the lowelt roome : Sit down 
(faith he) in the loweſt ſeate. And 
atter, he that invited thee will ay, 
Come up higher. 

This Marriage is that of the 
Lambe, whereot tis ſaid , Bl:ſſ 
are they that are called to the Supper if 
the Lamb. When theretore we are 
invited thither by Contemplation, 
we are to take the loweſt place of 
leaſt reſpe&t , which is that of his 
Paſſion , ſo ſhall we appear worthy 
eo heare that word Come up bigher, 

But too too little humility re 
ſides in that ſoul, which (lighting 
our Lords Paſſion , will preſſeup 
to his Godhead alone. And ſurely 
the does her ſelt no little diſadvan- 
tage thereby : Fox, in time of tri- 
bulation, adverſity, and aftiction, 
the is found ſupporrtleſfſe, andfo 


fluttering in the aire, is toſt , 
| al 
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and froby the tempelts violence. 

Paul ſeems to write nothing but 
the Paſſion ; in Preaching to extol 
no other thing but the Paſſion : in 
the Paſſion alone to ſeek matter of 
reoycing, to glory only in the 
Croſſe, and to be all-transformed 
into this Divine Paſſion : yea ac- 
knowledgeth himſelf to know no 
_ but Jeſus Chriſt & him cru- 
cited. 


Cnuae. XVIL. 


That God and Man 4s to be beheld in 
the Paſſion ( the God-head &+ Man- 
hood ſeen together with a ſingle eye ) 
as one, not as two. 


Nd' here the Manhood. is 
not to be beheld alone , but 


i- | allo the Godhead therewith, wher- 


In many faile , looking cither on 
ne Manhood alone, or ſometimes 
on it, and ſometimes on the God- 

head 


wh 
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head,ason two divers objects.And 
ſo it comes that ſome begin to fal- 
ter, thinking it to be in mannerno 
other Mylterie, but only in behol- 
ding the Manhood to phanhi a 
Man tortured with cruel torments 
upon a Croſſe ; and after, to tinde 
the Godhead , torlaking the ſame 
object , they pretſe up to ſome 0+ 
ther, whereby to behold the God- 
head ; not. beleeving they can bee 


rais*'d to both at once , the which | 


indced pertaines to the higheit pra- 
iſe. For, toſee God and Man in 
one ſimple ſ1ght, is not unliketo 
that knowledge whereby God aud 
Man isſeene to inake one, and the 
ſame perſon. 

This Contemplation of God & 
Man feemes prefigured in that bra- 
zen Serpent, whoſe alone light 
cur'd thebeholders of their bitings 
byother _\ miracle indee1 


that God | 
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ould give ſuch pune 
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'h 
one 1n the Pal 107. (51 | 
ind Jofhealing to the looke of a Ser- | + 
fal- Jjent : Nor doubt | but he would wr 
rno finlinuate to us thereby the admi- | 
10]- Jnble vertue incloſed in that cacle- I-70 
e a {ſtall Serpent which is Jefus Chritt | 
2nts Iaucihed, as he cals hinwelfe, ina(- 
nde {much as when wee rightly behold 
ame JheManhood crucified, we in{tanc- 
e 0» Iy behold his Godhead which is 
rod- JGod himfelfe, the finall cure of all 
bee Jill. 
wich | For, how can we continue ſen- 
pra» Jile of ſorrow or croſſe, when we 
nin JeGod hinwelte bearing th: tame 
eto Poſſe ? Bleſſed are the pure in beart 
and Jith our Lord, becau{e they (ball ſee 
the Jil ; The which divers holy men 
frm to be wholly in the next 
d & life, and partly in this. IF there- 
bra- Jie we ſee God on the Crofle, we 
ight fre entred on part of our Blifle in 
ings Fas Lite, and conſequently cannor 
deed Ft) the pangs of the Croſſe. 
wer ? Twasa thing unheard of, and | 

of which | 
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which with many tranſcended al] 
beliete, that out of a hard rocket 
the ſecond ſmite of the Rod, ſuch 


plenty of water ſtreamed ont. This |, 
Rocke is Chriſt Jeſus , ( But the | 


Rocke was Chrilt) whoſe Paſſion, 
though it appeareſo ſtonie, that at 
the firſt ſight it yeelds no more but 
all harſh, hard, and tull of affliti- 
ons 3 yet if you ſmite the ane 
twice by Contemplation of the | 
Godhead and Manhood, you ſhall : 
fhnde an overflowing Inundation | 
of waters of Comfort, a torrent of 
Joy, & a ſwitt guſhing rivertlow- 

ing from the face of God. 
Ezekiel ſaw a Booke written 
withoutand within, intimatingto 
us thereby , that Jeſus Chriſt tle 
Booke of Life is written within 
and without , both fides contat- 
ning the ſame perfe&tions: O n- 
viſhing Booke! O Miracle ! O pro 
digy ! O new and unuſuall thing, 
trauy 
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tanſcending and paſling all Rea- 
lon, and far ſurmounting the ter- 
tories of Mans capacity, that all 
the Attributes of God proper to 
bis Divine Majeſty, thould bee de- 


{cribed in our mortall fleth : That 


lth: internall petetions of God 
hould be depainted in Manzand to 


* {mow that perſon as perfe& as 


God, yea to be God himiſelfe! O 


Ibooke ( I ſay ) beyond admiration 


wen to aſtoniſhment, wherein the 
ternall omnipotency is deſcribed 
n externall impotency ; Immor- 
ality in Mortality ; Spirit in Bo- 
&; Glory in Ignominy ; Free- 
wbme in Bondage, and God in 
Wan. A booke where without is 
written and diſplayed to the eyes 
of all naen whatſoever the Ecer- 
nll Father fron everlaſting either 
laid or thought. A booke Rewkin 
us the Croff a Tribunall, the Paf- 
lon a Fhrone,and Deaththe Tri- 

umplz 
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amph of Je: Chrilt. A book-wher- {4 
of one faith, O wondrous power the 
of the Crolle!O un{p2akable glory {her 
of the Pallion, wherein is both the | 

Throne of our Lord,the judgment Jyt 
of the World , and conquett of 
Chrilt crucited. T his is the booke Thr 
wherein all contrary propolitions 
are reconciled, &without diſtinti- ! [t 
on made all one ; where the outer yo! 
thing is truly knowne the inner; He g 
bodily,fpiritual;weaknes ſtrength, JG 
Sorrow , Joy 3 Contempt, Jon! 
Majeſty 3 Shame, Glory ; Little 
neſſe, Greatneflſe; Poverty, Rich- be 
netle ; Bondage, Freedome and | 7, 
Torments, Delights. But, out alas dt 
for pity 3 who beleeves all this? fith, 
Or whois it that with a ſimple f; 
h-art gives credit to thele things? 
where is wiſedom found ? or what 
place is leit for underitanding ! 
Here is Wiſedome and Patience of 
the Saints, even in ſeeing and pra- 
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ling thoſe things wch belongs to 
he Paſſion: And hereGod pr: - __ 
them at the waters of contra” 


\ 


% —_ 


ut of that Celeſtial & flinty F re 
mhilſt they (mite it with the ro: [.. 
hriſtian Diſcipline. Who is v 

ad he wil keepe theſe -rtorag 

[t may truly bee ſaid th; 
woke and patlion is no oth-* ! -:4 
i gate of Heaven, and the 1: iſe 
tGod. And though in this Paſ- 
om he made darkenefle his Pavili- 
1; nevertheleſle, as is his darke- 


ke, alſo his light. 


Jacobs Ladder thongh the one 


xd toucht heaven and the other 
wth, yet both made but one Lad- 
ſr: even fo, the perſon of Telus 
brit which liv'd on earth by his 
lnhood and en«bred thoſe tor- 


ets in his Paſion, was no othe: 


CE of 
| pra- 
11108 


en that ſe]te-ſame ſecond perſon | 
the Trinity, living ever glari- F 
T 
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ous in the Heavens. 


Moſes {awGod in the middeſtof 
the thorny buſh, tignifyimg tous [, 
that God himſfelfe is found inhis by 
painefull and thorn-crowned Pal- {,;; 
110n,and not to be ſought without ſy, 
the ſame. ft 

No marvell then if Saint Pay, {jy 
the Doltor of the Gentiles and Ip, 
trumpet of trath al over the world 
exhauſted all his wiſedome from 
no other fount but out of the4 
byſle of this wiſedome and knows 
ledye, as hiniſelfe acknowledyeth, 
ſaying I defire to know nothin! « ſhes 
mong you but Te{us Chriſt crucifieuyyir 
Which yet, was ſo farre from vatJhat 
ling him trom high Revelations Jer 
that as himſelte witneſſerh, he Wiſhr 
rapt to the third Heaven. When 
it is cleerer then the Noone-Wf][g, 
Light, that in the cracitied ManJph: 
hood, he alſo ſaw the bound! 


depth of the Godhead. 
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Bat the Centre of all this Dith- | 
leſtot J,ulty confiſts in the right ſending 
tow forth of this Simple fight, where- | 
inhis hy God and Man is ſeene (neither k 
1 Par Jomitted.) For, in failing ofeither, 
hou Jye incurre alike loſſe : The depth 
fthe Myſterie being founded in 
t Fav. Jhoth one , and not in each apart. 
s and{for, firt;to behold God Onnipo- 
tnt, and then a miſerable and tor- 
: fromſhrn Man, which he became by his 


95 Ar carnation ; This worketh ſome- 
KNYWs* 


| ration : Bat to tee both one (as 
(bin; Ire have ſaid) and to behold it 
ucifie>nich a ſingle eye, and naked afpeft; 
»m It ſtrikes the ſoule with amaze- 
atiMJnent, and bereaves her of all her 
he WHhces. And this is that ſimple and 
\Vhenc _ Contemplation which our 
ord exto)ls with ſo many prayles 
-[ahis Spouſe in the Cantic. Thy eyes 
e Doves eyes. i. 1lmple ones. And 
vaine when heſaith : If thy eye bee 
ſmele 
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44.7, 14 "ole body ſhall be Light. 

"And% '] the Impediment of this 
Conterap lation ariſes from no 0- 
ther but a Zontradiction ſeeming 
to darken the reaſon of Man, that 
lo its diſabled to behold in one 
:\mplc light, God and Man; Body 
and Spirit. For , to behold the 
Mazhs ood which is corporeall, an 
lnage mult bee let in. To behold 
the Godhead, no Forme, but pure | * 
Denudation. So then;to ſee both Þ * 
one, leemes as it you would ay, f 
Receive a forme and no forme. 
And this to many is a ſtumbling 
itone. 

But , now to unty this Knot: 
we areto tranicend all Reaſon, & 
flye to Faith, which ſeeing bin. 
Man, ſtands invincible, that heei 
God without all forme and Image," 
whatſoever. And though Imagi 
nation injedt the forme Man , yet ha 


Faith (diſdaining all ſenſe) wn ud 


in 


bt. 

f this 
No 0- 
ming 
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n one 
Body 
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ehold 
t pure 
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1 ſay, 
forme. 


1bling 


Knot: 
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k&rs no forme, fa'lining her eye on 
God. So that, though an Idea of 
kſus Chrilt cruciited preſent it (elf 
0 us, yet the Occan- of Faith 
rownes and annihilates the ſame. 


Cnap. XVIIL, 

(hat thrs Paſſion 3s to be pratiifed and 
bebeld as it is in our (elves, rather 
then that which ts conſidered at Je- 
rulalem , or in (ome Place remote 
from us. 


T being now concluded that the 
loule in beholding the Paſſion, 
mnowes God and Man in one and 
he ſame Perſon ; another doubr 
ailes her, and that no ſmall one, 
mether tis more excellent to be- 
ld him as crucitied under that 
brme which uſeth to be given him 
s\uffering at Jeruſalem, or under 
hat Atuall ſorrow , bitterneſſe, 
ud atiiiction , which every one 
ralts 
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190 Chriſt and his Croſſe 
taſts in himielfe. Wherein I had 


rather play the part of a Scholler 


then a Malter. Yet, under corre&i- 
on, for ſo much as | couldever ga- f 
ther by proof out of the little pra» F 
iſe which yet I have had herein f 
(though both the wayes be excel- f 
lent, yet) the latter appears to mee F 
much worthier then the former; 
yet, not for all men, but onely 
thoſe that are found capable there- | 
of. And that tor the reaſons I ſhall 


produce, where firit I wil ſhew that Þ** 


this praftiſe is orthodox with Ho- 
ly Writ and Theology. 

Know then that our ſufferings 
are eſpouſed to thoſe of our Savi- f 
our Chriſt, and made one and the 
ſame with his Paſſion : And that F* 
for many cauſes and reſpects. kl 

Firſt, by Union of willand ſpi- F 
rit. Hethat cleaves to God 1s one 
yo : Whence it comes that ou! 

u 


fterings are common, For Js | 
what 


had 
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1 Ho- 
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at degree our ſpirit hath Com- 
mion with the Spirit of God, 
d againeby fervour of Love, & 
xConpaſlion, an{werably beares 
rforrewes. Wheretore he ſaith 
1 Saul : Why perſecuteſt thou me? 
efaid notmy triends or ſervants, 
t mee, 1. whoſe members they 
For, Tam the Vine, and yee the 
mches. Andas the ſame radicall 
oyſture is common to Boale and 
aches ; {0 is the feeling of ſor- 
wes and ſufferings to Chriſt and 
Iriſtians. Which though indeede 
ley are to be underltood, and that 
riſt in his own perſon doth not 
ler then , yet tis hethat ſuffers. 
or, though tis to bee conceiv'd 
lat he ſuffers in his members , yet 
eluffers (as himſelfeteſtifies,) C 
aſe his members makea part of 
mſelfe. Our ſufferings therefore 
not as ours , but as Tels Chrilts) 
lay be honoured with profound 
Re» 
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Reverence, (a ſtrange ſaying ) yeafy 
{0 they ought to be by thoſe thah 
dilcernehim in them as in his ownk, 
Pailion. For, it he beſo wortbilyl, 
honoured with ſo nuch devotions 
in his Image upon the Croſſe, why 
may he not beadored in the lively 
Crofle of forrowes in our ſelveg | 
And it in thoſe the honour be noth+ 
given to the Crolle, but to himſelf, hy 
Much more is it there , where nothn; 
by Repreſentation alone, but alſo}, 
by grace and the ſame iutferingshefed j 
15 prefenr. ry 
Paul accounted his owne ſuffe- fy a 
rings the tutferings of Chriit,whenH | 
hefaid : I hill up what is wantingothſg 
the ſufterings of Chrilt in my flelb, Þ:{ 
for his Body which is the Church. Þny, 
And Chryſoftome upon this place fac't 
faith ; He was not aſhamed to call yy 
them his ſuflermigs. tr (e] 
"Tis theuſe of thoſe that be per- Fhich 
tet ro leeGoud in all things. I er; 
mul 


praftiſed within us. [93 
) yeaſnach more then in ſorrows,which 
(ethatht before us his Pallion, where he 
s omnÞþparticularly preſent , ſaying , 1 
1tTbilyfn with bim in Tribulation? F or, 
'otionftough the crucitied Manhood bee 
2» Why ot really there as is the Godhead 
livelykfelte, yet is it to be beheld as in 
{elves} Looking-glafſe , and united to 


be not 
imlelt, 
re not 
it allo 
ngs he! 


| (uffe- 
,when 
Lingo 
/ fleſh, 
hurch. 

lace 
b call 


x per- 
How 


mul 


ie ſoule by union of grace and 
re after her example that ſaid, 4 
dle of Myrrhe , my beloved ſhall 
he berweenmy breaſts. This belo- 
lis Chrilt , a bundle of bitter 
yrehe,his pailion compact of ma- 
jaftiictions,as a bundle is of ma- 
italkes. And becauſe Chriit is 
[ome ſort always in his Pailion, 
& ſoul IJul'd hin as a Bridegroonm 
cen her Brea'ts, when {he em- 
ac't him in the fame Paliion. 
ow "tis plaine that ſhe had not in 
relic that pallion and forrowes 
ich he ſuffered in hiniſelte long 
3 Ergo they were hers which 
thee 
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{ce rePut2 d her Beloveds , being 
conjoyned and promiſcuous with ſac 
his through Love, as the paines f* 
of any | Member with thoſe of the 
hcad it ſelfe. | tat 
Beiides,God 15 neerer to us then {nd 
our ſeives. Nor can we fee or dif- /" 
cern him ſo neer, but he is ſtill in. '* 
tiaitely neerer ; nor ſo intimate to 
us and our ſubſtance, but he is ſill ® 
more intimate. For, tis he ({ay the '*! 
Fachers) that gives hinifelte to thy [M 
mind more intimate,then thy own jay 
molt intimate. And ſo may hebee 
beheld and adored , and that with 
molt profound devotion , if hebe F'* 
there diicerned : And whoſoever J/% 
xetules is worle then an Ethnick. F/* 
"Tis ſaid betore , that wee are bc 
commanded to make all after the 
pattcrne thewed in the Mount, ab 
which is Jeſus Chritt crucitted on $*11 
Mount Calvary. And of wha* 1 
wood 18 this [mage or forme tobe vl 
made, Noy 
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|ade,but of our telves? And where 
ewe tO beare it ingraven, but 512 
urſelves,atter the example of hin: 
ut aid : 1 am crucified with Chriſt; 


; then 
r dit- 
11 in. 
ate t9 
1s (till 
1y the 
0 thy 

7 Own * 
he bee | 
: with 
he be 
[ever 
ck. 


1d who exhorted ; Be ye folowers 


'ne as I am of Chriſ? When ther- 
ir we be made his lively Image, 
io can ſay that the fame (as 'tis 
1 ) 1s not to be beheld and re- 
enced ? 

{Noreover, the ſame Trueth is 
ahmed by all places of Scrip- 
t, where God is ſaid to be 1n ns; 
wp ye not that your members ar: 
Temple of the boly Gboſt, which is 
70u, and ye are not your owne. 
Je are the Temple of the living God 
God faith ; For Twill dwell and 


ee alt wy | | | 
er the (in them : Ie will come &>+ mabe 
ount, þ «ode with bi. He that dwel- 


ed on Fin Love dwe!l=th in God, and 


what 
> to bt 
rnade, 


in him ; For in him we live, 

e, and have our Bu ins. 
Nor can it be objeted that this 
K 2a 15 
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is only meant of the God-head, Þ 
iince this Godhead b:longs to 
Chriſt,and is one and the fame per- 
{on with his Manhood. So that I 
when I ſee Chriit alonely in thef 
one, | both may and ought tobe 
hold him in both together:becaulc 
they can never be ſeverd. What he 
once put on,he never laid off. For,” 
as, while hee converſed on earth, Ii 
his Manhood alone was ſeene, and” 
yet his Godhead was therein con- fe 
11dered ; So, now diſcerning hisg* 
Godhead, we cannot in Mind ſepa 
rate, nor ought weto forget hig*# 
Manhood , which even now live Ch 
in the Heavens: but to bring itin 
to the Object of- Contemplation of þ 
together with his Godhead, thaf'! 
we may ſound this unſpeakablq” | 
Myſterie of his Incarnation. Whid Me 
obje& of his Manhood, thoughiſ" 
be neither effentially nor Sacra 
mentally preſent , nathleſſe by U © 
no 
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tion of grace, Bund of Love, Dia- 
mon of Will, Conjunction of the 
embers with the Head, and rela- 


ion of the Image of our ſufferings 
the patterne , hee is ſome way 
weſent by an admirable preſence. 
This Paul defires we {hnonld under- 
and, and is fervently zealous to 
onficme the ſam? Trueth, ſaying, 
llive 3 yet not I, but wor ig liveth 11 
ne. Seeke Jee a procfe of Chriſt 
feaking in mee Bering about in 
wr body the Dying of the Lord Feſus. 
Till Chriſt bee formed in you Let 
tis mind be in you which was alſo in 
Chrit Feſus. IT am crucified with 
Chriit. Becau/e wee are his members 
if bis Fleſb and of bis Bones. Tee are 
the body of Chriſt, and members 
in particular. Know ye not that your 


embers are the Tempte of the boly 
i G0oft whic z in = ? Sy many of 


Jon as are baptiz/4 have Put 0 Corift, 
Chrift Foſus is in 134 unteſſe ye bee re- 
Rk 3 probates, 
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rebates. And many other places, 
whereby he ſhews his earneſt Deſire 
t2 teach Chriſtians this Wiſdom, 
and particularly in this Iaſt ſen- 
rence, where he ſeemes to inforce 
that he will have us beleeve it,pro- | 
poling this neceſſity of having 


Chriitin as, orelſe of being repro- 


bated from him. 

I could here bring authorities of | 
many Fathers it the Brevity of thi 
Manuall would permit : Since then 
Chrilt Jeſus is in us, and where he 


. - . ; 
is hes to be adored, it followes 


that he is to be adored in our ſelvs, 
a1:d thereupon a holy Father faith, 
'1i3 more excellent to behold him 
crucihed in our ſelves then at Jeru- 
falem. And one holy Saint conſt 
dered the Paſlion of Chriſt our 
lord in his members, ſo much, 
that he was no lefſe pained when 
he ſaw any other afflifted , then it 
he had ſeene Chriſt himfelfe in the } 
{ame plight. Yea, 


/ 


laces, 
Deſire 
lome, 


t ſen- 


tforce 
»Pro- 
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Yea , our ſufferings not onely 
may be bcheld as the ſorrowes of 
Telus Chriſt , but ſometimes they 
cannot be beheld otherwiſe. I mean, 
when through tervoar ot Love our 
ſorrowes be fo commixt and uni- 
ted to the ſorrows of 1.yveete Jeius, 
that we may fee him alike in both; 


| neither can ours be {eparated fro: 


his, there can be but one one)y 
Chriit in both mad: one (onrs ex- 
piring in his.) Nor otherwite in 
the one then in the other can hoe 
nour be given to him, ſince where- 
ſoever he is ſ{eene and diſcerned,all 
adoration and glory is due to him 
in the ſorrows themiel ves. 

Having concluded then that *tis 
true that we may behold Chrilt Je- 
ſus in our ſelves, it reſts that wee 
[new why the ſame is more worthy 
then to imagine and behold him 
ſuffering at Jeruſalem. 

That reall ſuffering which wee 
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tait in onr ſelves , preſents afarre 
more ſpritely Image of the Paflion 
of Jeſus Chriſt , then that which 
hovers in Imagination alone. And 
that which we feele inwardly, then 
that which is ſpeculated outward- 
Iy. As our ovne headach or paine 
of any other member, gives us afar 
more lively feeling of the like afli- 
ction in any of our friends, then if 
we fancied the ſam? from here-ſay 
alone. Juit fo , my owne expert- 
ence of the torments of Chritt in 
my {elte , makes mee abundantly 
more ({eritible of them,then it I faw 
them onely by apparition in my 
phantalte. Whereof one faith : By 
ſuffering, a man learns to co-ſuffer 
with him that ſuffers. 

If in once forrows we behold the 
Palion without,us that ſeemes to 
beget Multiplicity, the Soule (trai- 
ning from her owne paines to the 
pains of Chriſt, bur bzholding the 

Paſlion 
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Ire Pallion of Chrilt in ourſelves, wee 
50n | ſee bur one onely timple obje& of 
ich 1 the paines of both. 
ind 1 And thus this whole practiſe is 
drawn into our interiour:And we " 
«4. { have the work within us, the wch 
ine 1 is an high ltep. To leethe Paſlion 
1 our {orrows, the Conkict is ex- 
| cellent. But to behold the ſame in 
1if | ourſelves preſuppoſes abſolute vi- 
ſay | tory. Againe, the end for which 
jj- {| we behold the Paſſion is,to be con- 
in I formed thereto. But thus, by ſee- 
tly {ing the Paſſion in our forrows, we 
2 Jare conformed thereto by a joytull 
my {and tree willing acceptation of the 
By Jfame in the Union and Contem- 
fler {plation of the ſufferings of Chriſt. 
Ergo, by beholding the Paſſion in 
the Jour ſorrowes wee reach the end of 
; to |the Contemplation of the Paſſion. 


-ai- | Beſides , many cannot , but very 
the | hardly and without continuance, 
the Ib:hold the Paſſion of Chriſt in I- , 
ON K5s magination: | 
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- magination : But, none need milk | 

the fameby feeling in his own for- | 
rows. For, many are deſtitute of 
apprehenſive Im1gining : but none 
wants the lively ſenſe of his owne 
aft.ictions. 

Againe, it being round ſet with 
ſtraits , wee flye to the Paſlon of 
Chriſt without us ; we ſhal ſeemto 
turn our back plainly on ſorrows, 
and to ſhrink trom paines ſo far as | 
we can , preſſing to him moreto 
ſeeke our own Comtort then for a- *? 
ny true Love to him. But , when 
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we ſee him in our paines within | r 
our ſelves, we ealily embrace the | : 
bitterneſſe as his , and cheerefully | f 
purſue the Cuttingnefle of afllifti- | * 


on, as that which nailes us with 
him on the Crofle. ; 
The Union made by thoſe ſut- ; th 
ferings which are in us, is ſo much | 
the cloſer , the more wee taſte the [ 


Gall : And the truer and popes 
the 
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the more truly thote paines bee 111 


milk | : ey : | 

"OY that Ulnivn , and-not In memory | 

ik alone. | 

Itin our Paines wee con:tder the” | 

Ione [; | = "gn fl ny F by 
= Pailion, the more we ſutter, the 
| cloſer wee thall be united to God. 
vith But it we behold it without us, the 
» of | Tempelt of atfiftion may breake 
ts ' that Union with him, And there- 
| fore "tis moit excellent, ſaith the 

b, 


| ſame Sainc, to behold him in his 


: " ! Paton wichin our ſelves. | 
al | Contra d theretore on. holy 
hen | Scriptures produc't, Ictus bide to- 
hin | lidly fixt in our own paines as in 
the | *he Torments of Jeſus Chrilt , re- 
ally king all loolenelle, wavering, « 
4; | all queſtions ariung , to inquire 
vith whether the Paſſion ot Chritt bce 


truly in them or no. Such as for 
(6,6. | the moſt part a Soule {hallow illu- 
minate nfeth to frame. The which 
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g's | wg he may eaſily ſtand untha- 4 
Zer, | en in, that is truly faithful to the | 
the Crotle : 
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Crofle ; who with all his heart em- 
braces Tribulation , never lJangui- 
ſhing for corafort. For, in ſo dv- 
ing, the preſence of Jeſus Chriit by 
grace {hall never be doubted of, be- 
cauſe he will there nakedly unvail 
himſelte. 

Nor ought any man to give him- 
ſelfe to this practiſe till tirit hee bz 
wain'd from the Dug of conſoelati- 
on, and tempered to endure the 
edge of bitterneſſe. Nor want there 
ſome that would wiſh to ſuffer 
with Chriſt on the Croſſe, but led 
with Intention that thoſe ſtones 
{ſhould be mad? bread:and the Gall 
ſuddenly chang'd into Honey, 
dreaming all the while that they 
follow the Crofle, which with all 
their might they avoid. Which 
makes them as far from diſcerning 
Jetus Chrilt, as there is difference 
betwixt to quake at the Crofleand 
to honour It: or to loath it as a 

Serpent, 


Ft 


— _— ——— 


imayined,to be crucified. 205 


| Serpent,and to welcome it as a de- 
lired good. Above all, tis chietely 
! remarkable that to finde Chrilt in 
| his Pathon in us , we mutt ſee no- 
| thing but dolours and afhiftions. 
| For, he that ſthonld ſeeke, yea or 
! entertain ſeniible Comfort, thould 
open a free paſſage to Illuftons. 
| Tet therefore all our paines and 
tribulations be welcommed,not as 
| croſſes,but as Jeſus Chriit. Lethim 
be conlidered and beheld as cruciti- 
led in us. Let all our ſorrowes, at- 
Ifliftions, and evills whatſoever of 
body or of ſoule, bee caſt into the 
burning fornace and flames of the 
Torments of Jeſus, where they 
may be all conſunimate and united 
to his (orrowes. So may we traly 


| lay with the Apoltle, I am crucified 


with Chriſt. And tollow his exhor- 
ation, Let this mind be in you which 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. Nor let a- 
ty turn it to preſumption thus to 

know 
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know & behold God in our pains; | y 
But rather Jet him tee how that the | \ 
Inventory of al vertues is intolded * ti 
therein , which Truth it ſelfe ac- | jr 
companies and contirmes. n 
And firſt, a pertect Selte-denyal! | a 
here ſhowes it 1ſelf, which not on- ! 9 
ly conſtraines a Man ſetting aſide * hi 
all ſelte-ſeeking to beare patiently | bi 
aftlictions, reproaches, and bitter- | ſt: 
neſſes, but alſoto welcome them | Y, 
joyfully, & to accept themas high !m 
favours. There appeares alſo in * {a 
that ſoule an invincible Faithful- ? ar 
nefſe towards her Ccaoleſtial Bride- | la 
groome, inaſmuch as ſhe acknow- + th 
ledges him not only in himſelte, | th 
but alſo in his Creature,embracing ' of 
him in the thicket of thor ny affii- ' 
tions, In Littlenefſe looking up to ! pl: 
Greatnefle, and adoring him in re- | th 
proaches and forlornnefſe. And {| toi 
now 1 {ay,what a wondrous relig- | mu 


nation is found in this praftiſe | fe] 
where ' 
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where the Cup 1s thus received : 
| What Unconquerednelſe , where 
' tis thus ſupt otf ? What a patience 
in this Endurance? What undi(- 
maidnelle in thus calting her ſelfe 
among the Thorns ? What a flame 
of Love where thus {he head-longs 
her ſelfe into the tornace of Tri- 
bulations ? What a ſtrange con- 
fancy in thus refuſing to goe forth? 
 Yea,annihilating herſelf that God 
| may be exalted in her heart, as "tis 
' aid, Man ſhall goc to a high mind 
{and God ſhall bee exalted. And 
laſtly, where, that Chrilt may live, 
the ſoule chules to dye, as they 
| that ſaid, We received the ſentence 
of Death within our ſelves. 
' Norcan Prelumption take any 
' place in us,becauſe there we diſcern 
the Paſſion of our Lord. For, be- 
| fore we can {o diſcerne him , wee 
| mult beas farre eſtranged from our 
elves, as fromall other things, by 
| an 
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an abſolute Selte-denyall , and by 
hearty embracing of bitternefſe and 
afttiition. Nor, can we there think 
our ſelves to be any thing becaulc 
of the preſence of God, whom we 
behold within us. 

Notwithſtanding,though I take 
this praiſe for the more perfedt, 
yet fince divers men have divers 
devotions,l woula not tye al ſorts 
of Soules to this way , eſpecially 
thoſe that ſtand not yet in high 
favour in the Godhead , though 
otherwiſe they have growne up in 
ſpirituall Life. For, ſuch cannot 
perfetly diſcerne how God is in 
their Afﬀfictions. 

There be alſo ſome events wher- 
11 *tis requilite to behold the Paſſi- 
on of our Lord in himſelt, as when 
no occaſion preſents it ſelfe of be- 
holding his Paſſion in our ſelves, 
neither by affliction , bitterneſſe, 
nor any contradiction. For, 
though 
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though an Illunminate Man can 


ardly want occaſion to pradtiie it 
n himſelte, ſometimes by accepta- 
ion of bicterneſſe , ſometimes by 
zuling of pleaſure, bodily or ipi- 
ituall : yet ſometimes it happens 
hat eicher no ſuch is preſented, 01 
le tis ſo little , - and almo!t of no 


moment, that it beatcs {carce any 


rno impreilion in the Soule , fo 


hat the Pailion of Jeſus Chrilt 


annot be diſcerned in her. 

Alio in making a long prayer. 
'or,then ſuch flouds of Divine in- 
mences ſtreame into the Soul,that 
ll ſenſe of afflition,contradicti :n 
{bitternes is ſpent, &no impreſi1© 
fthem lett in the Soule : So that 
te cinot ſee the Paſſion in her ſelf. 

Laitly , the Paſſion of Chriit 
annot be ſeenc in our ſelves when 
he ſoule is ſo ſublimely raylcd, 


nd findes the Pafſion fo pertetly 


nher ſelte,that ſhe cannot but be- 
hold 
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hold that Paſhon which Chrik | C 
{uffers in her and that which hee | t 
ſuffered in himſelteto be but only | þ 
one. For then ſhee ſees his payne | y 
ſometimes in himſelte, ſometimes | n 
in her ſelf without difference. Ett- p 
ſoons allo almoit al the ſtations of 1 B 
the Pailion at once without multi- 3 ir 
plicity,(a matter of high moment) 1 { 
yet nothing letted by variety of ! o 
the formes; becauſe thee tees God 01 


alone in then all. 'm 
'Aal 

CHAP. A1 XA iy} 

IWhat this Image ought to be, and how © (| 
tis to be behell. th 


Ow come wee to ſee whata ! P, 
one this Image ought to bee | m 
whereunder we behold the Paſſion. | hi 
And firſt, I ſay, if itbcethe Image | th 
of the paines of Chrilit our Lord | ju 
himſelte, it need not be univerſal, * ot 


(1 meane of the whole Paſſion) but 
ot 
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> ov - v1, 
l ; v'\ 


moſt to be embraced. 211 


hcif | of ſome particular part thereof , 
i hee | that ſo it may bide printed in the 
only | | heart and imagination , without 
ynes | which inmpreſlion it talls from the 
times 1 memory,and ſo mult that content- 
= | plation which d-p:nds thereon. 
ns of 1 But, if that Image be of his paynes 
wel | in us, then may itwell b2 univer- 
nent) 3 fall of all the dolours and athiti- 
ty of | ons, inaſmuch as the imprefion of 
God ? our feeling makes us alwaies rc- 
' member them ; yet chiefely , wee 
are to_ apply ourſelves to the hea- 
| vieſt of them, for there will Jeſus 
d how © ſhew himſelfe moſt, becauſe wee 
there finde our ſelves leaſt. 

Belides 2 it wee deale with the 
zhata ? Paſſion of our Lord in himfelte, it 
to bee | muſt be i imaginary, bur it wee be- 
(ſon. | hold it as it.is in our ſelves,it iz not 
[mage | then to b2 imagined , but beheld 
Lord | juſt ſuch as wee really teele in 
?rſall, * our ſelves. 

1) but But whether of the two ſocver 
jt 
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it be, wee mu{t neither adde nor 
detract one jot from the forme 
ther: of - but without the Jeait al- 
teration, to receive the ſame exat- 
ly asit offers it felte. Where many 
erre, longing to change them both 
into another more exquiute, ſub- 
lime and godlike, defpiling as it 
were that 1imple and naked forme 
of Chriit crucified that firſt pre- 
ſents it ſelfe to the eye, as too bale, 
earthly, corporeall, and having al- 
molt nothing divine or excellent 
therein : where, flat contrary, the 
more vile and to:rlorne the image 
or forme is whereunder we bchold 
the Almighty crucitied; the more 
ſtupendous will the myſtery ap- 
peare, and the ſoule bee the higher 
raiſed ; which is moit remarke- 
able. 

Theſamel lay alſo of that forme 
which is in our ſelves not by in- 
gination,but by taſting of ſorrow, 

heavinelle 
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Henk and bicternetle, bodily 
 orſpirituall : that it behoves us to 
relt therein content, neither alte- 


| ring it by our owne induſtry, nor 


+ — ame ce. 


| ny {weetneſſe or 


languiſhing to have it changed in- 
to another forme by infulton of a- 
conlolation . 


| Where many deceive thenſelves, 


: ay to our Lord ; 


v/ho toſſed with the waves of un- 
faichtulneſſe & {fen{uality, ſeem to 
It thou beeſt the 
Son of God, command that theſe 
ſtones of hard aftliftion bee made 
bread of comfort. In this h: unting 
tor comfort appeares lean; uality : 

in {aying,] It thou be the Sonne of 
God | untaichtnIn2tle thewes her 
ſelte; as indeed: it betalls too of- 
tet1 that the ſoule ſceing ſuch an 
image or bittcrnelie, growes in- 
tangled and doubts whether God 
be there or no; or whether ſhee 
ought to honour and b-hold him 
under ſuch aforme, and thereupon 
TO 
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| to free herſelte of all doubting,the 
linkes to take ſome proote thereof 

Santis h 
by taſting ſome ſweetnelle, and by _, 
lik changing thole ſtones of Aﬀiftion 
[if into Bread of Comfort. Or elle 

| {ceing him upon the Crofſe tho» © 
row meane eltcem and debaſement 


- 5 . . ml 
impos'd upon us, hurried with F 
Temptation of Intidelity ; we ay  ; 
| 1f thou beet he Sonne of God | tO 


whom (under what forme {oever he 


appearing ) adoration belongs. ir 
Come conne from the croſſe. Let mee ny 
ſee this Manizood advanc't upon  ; 
ſo high a Croile of Contempt, 

come down an !ai!nme ſome other |, 
ſhape more lighti ne, glorious, {j, 
Majeſticall, and becomming the _ 
Son of God ; and then will be= 
leeve thee. Thus for want of live= 
ly faith and defire to ſuffer , Un- {, 
faithfulneſſe and ſenſi::!iry hang * 
alwayes after the T'5*. -»* ſome |}, 


{weernefle, requiring a chau,ye in- 
to 


or gh (, (NTP 
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-0 ſome more ſpritely and radiant 
orme wherein to bchold Jeſus 
Chriſt. Which is the very cauſe 
why they cannot diſcern him, and 
hat they incur extream diſadvan- 
age in the Practiſe of the Pallion. 
To prevent which milchiefe, we 
mult behold ſuch contempt or an- 
xiety ablolutely as we feel it, and 
uit in the ſame meaſure ; looking 
herein on Chriit crucited ; or on 
he other manner juit as we ima- 
zine him ſuftering on Mount Cal- 
ary, and there contelle him wich 
ilimplitied and invincible faith, 
Moreover, fuch torm of Bicter- 
nefſe or Contempt is not onely 
imply and taithtully to bee wel- 
cond, but rhe very Cuttingnefle 
thereoi ro be graſped, by him that 
will tread the fieps of Chriſt cruci- 
bed. I call thac Ciutingnefle which 
pineth and bireth foreſt , ariing 
trom a T riple kind of Afﬀtiictions 3 
Tempo- 
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Temporal}, Bodily, Spiritual]. E- 
very of which atllicts the Spiric 
throu.'h bitternelſe and contradi- 
(ion of Nature. And this inward 
bitterneſſe I call the Cuttingnelle 
of afttiftion, which weare princi- 
pally to hold, embrace , and pur- 
{ue, as the Key which opens upthe 
Clolet-doore of the 1 reaſures of 
Divine Wiſedome , and diicloles 
the profound Miiteries of this Pal- 
lion. Which {harpnefle , if it bee 
blunted by Conſolation, is to be 
edg'd again by recording thale at- 
{1&tions 3 Which it wee neglect by 
ſinking to Conlolation, theſoule 
{hall never be through lighted by 
the Divine Wiſedome. And here 
many fonles falter , at hclt indeed 
beholding Chriit in th<ir or his 
ſorrowes :; but as ſoone as ever hee 
{hewes himſclte to then atter their 
own Delire and as themſelves with, 


they let thentfelves {lide into a 
Con- 
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Contemplation of Chriit atone 
rithout the Croſle , leaving his 
itter ſatferings behind then, and 
o they never come to dive and 
ound the depth of this Mylterie, 
10r to learn the admirable and un- 
mnown Wiſdome hid therein.For, 
his bicternefle of Aftiction 1s that 
jhereof 'tis ſaid , AﬀtiiQ&ion gives 
Inderitanding. Tis the Call re- 
oring the ſight philm'd with the 
urt of the wor Id, and the Eye- 
ve to {meare the eyes that they 
ay ſee cleerer. 
\nd now the Soule ſeated in this 
ate, is to behold God in that for- 
er verity as it {thee ſaw him in 
raven without any diiterence. 
'or ought the to luit to fee him 0- 
erwil le, but rather count her {cl 
py ( though too too unwor. 
ly) of admittance toſee her Go 
1fuch humility , and in that hu_ 
Uity to dilcern the heigts of thi, 
L Myiterie 


— <<< 401, M1 
218 Theglory of God the ſams 
Mylterie. Above al,let her be wary bh 
{be alpivrenot to a ſenlible Union, "ha 
but wholly betake her lelte to the ly} 
Impregnable rock of lively Faith. ©, 
Nor ler her raiſe her Minde higher Ja 
then to the height of this Forls * 
kenneile, wherein it thee valiantly he 
abide conhdent and (olid, the ſhall "(4 
not tail to finde the moit Highelt; þ 
Nor let her {eek or dehire' God, but 
lecurely beleevelhe has found hin, | in 
Nor let her behave her ſelfe other- \y; 
wile then as ſtanding before his ©; 
Throne ; Nor let ker doubtinly te, 
waver, but iticke to Trueth ; not 
ruſting Senſe, but Faith : Nor, let JG; 
herturne her ſeltc inward, butar Ire 
nihilate her ſelte before God. Not Jcat 
let her produce any IntelleCtuall Jjs 
AA, but only reit fatisficd with |he 
his limple ſight & lively Remenr ? Ith; 
brance of this great Al crucitied,at Jad 
we: have ihewed in the 1 oth-& 13th lre: 
Chap. And let her yeeld her feltaJþy 
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[mecre patient, all proſtrate to be 


handled after his Divine pleature, 
whether he =_ to draw her and 
hew himſelte by ſome gliiteringer 


| ay of his glory, orelfe let her con- 


tinueasſhe is. And chietly let her 
beware that ſhee behave not her 
elfe workingly cowards him, but 
tbove all that the attempt not one 
ot toalter that ſimple Gem wher- 
in he appeares to her ; it being his 
'morke to transforme her through 
'that forme, and to faſhion her at- 
ter his good pleaſure. And note 
'well that thoſe delires of ſeeing 
God in another manner, is the 
rery and only cauſe that the Soule 
an never ſee him Wonderful as he 


Jis, becauſe thoſe delires interrupt 
ther Conſtancy and (ſolid relt in 


that form, debarring theprotound 
[Adoration & Honour due to him 
ljea, making void that Faith wher? 
by God is beleeved to be there 

3 And* 
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Andla{ly in the prefence of Chi 


we have need of Paticnce. 

Theſe then bethe ImperteCtions 
which iteale upon us in this Pra- 
Qtiſe. All which niay ealily bee a- 
voided it we waver not in the very 
foundation of Faith ; beleeving 
Chrilt crucified to be what hee is. 
For , thus wee thall ſee ourſelves 
nothing, and him all , who will 
draw us to himlelte and nothing 
us ; Hee being that Rod of Aaron, 
which lifted up in the Wildernelle 
of this World, draws all to him. 
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The Paſſion not to be forſaken for Con- 
templation of the Godhead alone, 
bough the ſame ſhould be offered us: 
that (v we may be confirmed by Je- 
(us Chriſt. 


Nd now the ſoule having 


won thus high,and eltablilhc 
in 
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in the practiſe of the Paſſion : 
ariſes within her 
rouching the Contemplation of 
the ſam?2, 7. whether the is to for- 
fake it to rite to the Godhead a- 
lon? 

And indezd, many there be who 
cating one glance at the Pailion, 
long itrait to mount to the God- 
| head;Others diſreſp2&ing the Pa(- 
lion are, as they thinke , dire&ly 
| tranſported to the Deity by a Cel'= 
 taine Tranſcendence of the Minde, 
which for the mo't part I (uſpet 
rather Naturall then Supernatural; 
and Imaginary then real. | take it 
(under correftion of better judge- 
ment) that tiat Contemplation is 
mot advantagions, hizh and per- 
fet,vhich is had in the Palion of 
our Lord ſelus Chriit, and molt 
acc-ptable to him , and not to bee 
forſaken for any other how high 
ſoever, though ſuch were even ot- 
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222 The Godhead is known 
fered to the foule. Which to con- 
krme, I will bring ſome realons & 
authorities of Fathers to prove the 
{ame. 0 

i. That we are not to leave the 10 
Paſſion to behold the Godhead ; {i 
i511 to behold both together. ol 

2. Thatweare notrto forſike 
itthougha gate fcemed to beſet o- 0: 
pen , and theſoule to bee lur'd a» |! 
fott. ar 

3. That the Contemplation of 
the Paſlion is the moſt perte&t and P 
highelt ot all others. 

For the firlt point. We ſay,lince f 
our Lite in this World is alway 
both Aiveand Contemplative, it |!! 
necds alight for both. This Light | 
i3 Chrilt Jeſus. His Godhead illu- | £ 
11nates us tn Contemplation. It | 
!s Manhood ſhewes Aﬀtion. And 4 
even as he grows ſlendzrly in Con- |! 
templacion that ſecs not his God- | | 
head to draw Tight therefro ; ſo | * 
neither 


woe aagrh{yill 
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n:ither in Aﬀtion moves he rizhtly 
that propoſes not his Manko »4l 
or direction. And as in the whole 
courſe of our Life , there is alway 
Omewhat to be done, fo this Man- 
novd 13 alway to be borne b<ivre 
our yes: 

Secondly , in Contemp!atio: 
0; the Paſhon 3 F ervour a! 11 4 HYC- 
ly 3ames [tirre up to Contormity 
and operation ; but ab{tratt Con- 
templation of the Godhead alone, 
produceth no ſuch eftcct. 

Thirdly , in the one God is 
found in ltabiliry of {trength and 
praftife as well onter as inner; In 


the otherhe is only tound in the 
Inner ; but as for the outer, al! 


growes cold , when need requires 
we g22 forth to operation 3 c{peci- 
ally when the ſame requires any 
length of time. In the one the 
foule, when theeſhould at is left 


| nak«d. by hinkins trom her obtect 
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rhence {hee borrowed her Light ; 
ho 2 the other, ſhee's not fo Tek, 
becauſe {he retaines the ſame objett 

T 1 Contemplat 10n that ſhe does in 
ACON. 

5- Theone acquires us an Inte- 
ri1our, but no exteriour habite:The 
_ eniiches us with both. 

The Contzniplation of the 
Pati Gi CONtRINEGS tO] hoſe t\VO Wayes 
ating to God; Adnegation and 
Aﬀe&tion, But the Conte plati- 
on of the Godhead , kindles i in- 
deed the AlteXion , but thewes no 
ſuch prattile of Abnegation. 

How thall any man be thought 
to 1. e ſeſus Chriſt , that turnes 
his back upon him hanging on the 
Crolle, chat ſo loin r {1911t of him 
he may give himl elfe to Contem- 
plati: "MN of tae Godheall? 

For the fecond point, Wor are 
not only to cleav: fait ro the Palli- 
on willingly , and with. all our 

might, 
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might, and not to the Godhead 
alone: But alfo none ought to ler 
himſclte be drawne trom it ; No, 
though he had ſome Inclination, 
and a doore fecmed to ftand open : 
For,it upon cvcry call which (cems 


| to Jure alo{r, the Pallion ſhould 
| be Teft,, it would n-ver be poilible 
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to ſearch out & dilcover the depth 
of this Myiterie: which, as it is 
grounded not only in the heigch 
of the Godhead , bur alſo in the 
forſakenneiſe of the Manhood, fo, 
that it mav b- taro1ghly ſoundzd, 
both nw't be beheld, and not the 
Godh:ad alone. For , as one cli- 
ming a Tree , cannot con':d-r the 
height of it, it he ;tare at the T'2; 
only, never looKing at rat. 
So he that by Contempt: tie 


nd 


; cends the high Tree of {1 My 2 
| rie of the Incarnacior: "bi 
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overlooking the forſaken and de- 
fpiſed Manhood. Ant as thoſe 
two be conjoyned in the ſame per- 
ſon, ſo they are to be beheld with 
one ſimple fight , and not ap- 
part 

Where, in my judgement, ma- 
ny crre very much , who finding 
{ome Light by beholding the Palſi- 
on ; when by meanes thereof they 
thould dive into the ſame with a 
ſtcadier eye , and (earch deeper to 
the Intinatelt ſecrets of this ftu- 
pendons Myſterie , there to tinde 
that ſupreame God cloathed wich 
Mortall Fleſh, beaten with ſtripes, 
boar'd with nayles , and cruelly 
faltned to a Crofle, till the raviſht 
Soule roar'd out, and were forc't 
ro goe forth of her ſelfe ; they on 
the contrary itraight torlake the 
Manhood , and imboldned by 
that ſmall glymple they have got, 
preſſe to ariſe to his naked God- 
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head, whither nathleile they at- 
taine not, bur leave it as liuttering 
in theayre ; Or 1 it they {ceme CO 
approach ir, the lame is fo little 
that the Sonle toone faints , little 
bettered thereby, wandring Light- 
mindedly , untempered to endure 
the ——_— ot Divine Light, but 
thence held ot remains a Vagrets, 
growing in no knowledge either 
ofthe Godhead alone by abitra- 
(tion , or of the Godhead & Man- 
hood together by the Paſſion. 

In the Paſſion we tinde the glo- 
rious Godhead ſuited to our Ca- 
pacity, which of it ſ{elte is a Light 
[nacc-liible. For, as he that would 
ſee the Sunne , darts not his eyes 


' immediately upon his gliicring 


rayes, but taking a baſon or ſome 
other veſſell of water , tits the 
ſame to his tight : So may we ſay 


| of the Godhead, which hee that 


| defires to ſee , muſt hehold it in 
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the Manhood wherein 'tis adapted 
to the ſight of the Soule. And as 
he that wil! Iooxe tull at the Sun, 
rather dazles the quicknefle of his 
light (witneſle they that will look 
on him in his ecliple ) {ſo , thoſe 
ſouls which overtopping the Man- 
thood preſle to adhere inmediately 
o the Godhead , do no other but 
blind themſelves. Nor let them 
thinke that God inviteth them to 
his Naked Godhead when hee im- 
parts that Light ; But he gives that 
Light that. they may the better be- 
hold his Paiſion, and not that they 
ſhould prye up to his naked God- 
head: For, it the Manhood were 
ſ{oll:ightly to be left to proceed to 
the Godhead alone , then were it 
granted and concluded that the 
* Pailion is ſcarcear al ro be minded: 
for, it requires forme Light : It then 
having received that Lizht , wee 
muſt iraight flye to the naked 
God- 
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Godhead , diſmilling the Man- 
hood ; What then tnall become of 
the knowledg ofthis Mylterie, and 
the Imitation of the pattern of our 
Lite? 

But, God by imparting ſuch 
(Light tous, 1s fo farre from invi- 
ting ns to behold his naked God. 
head that contrariwile þ. hee gives 
the Soul endeavouring the fame,a 
touch of her miſtake, ſaying : Turn 
away thy eyes from me, for they have 
drove me away. As it he ſhould ſay, 
So long as thon looxedit on my 
Pallion, thou ſawit me and enjoy- 
edit mie atter thy hearts deiire;both 
Manhood and Godhead at once : 
But fince thou withdreweſt from 
thine eyes the glaile of my P albon ; 
which proportioned mz to thy ca 
pableneiſe, and hait betook thee to 
dehold my God-head alone, the 
luſtre of whoſe tight thy weak eves 
arenot able to endure,[ have with- 

drawn 
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drawne my felte from thy {ight hi. 
and fled far from thee. Turn then 4 
away thine eyes from me and from 7 ;, 
my ſole Godhead, and talten them (> 
on my Pallion ; there thou {halt {1 
find me abundantly. il 
Weare not therefore by help of + Gu 
ſuch Lightroſoare alot, though |, 
God impart that Light unto us, 
unlefle the Attrattion of the holy 
Ghoſt beſo Majeſticall that it ſul- 
pend all the powers of the Soule, ,- 
as by rapture or exta(ie. For, then wy 
the ſoule (her weake forces ſpent) 
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muſt Jet goe herhold, and yeeld to pe 
the Rapt. T 

The Angel having wreſtled long 
and ſtrong with Facob , at length = 


ſpying light, ſaid, Let me goe, Tis 

m— The Angell - reſents = 
our Lord 3 Jacob the Chriſtian. 
Their wreſtle,that lowly andlove- |, 
ficke duel ated betwixt God and he 
his Spouſe, who finding him in lg] 


his 
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his Pailion, cryes out; I found him 
whom my (oule loveth; Cod of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very 
God , begotten not made , con- 
ſub:tantiall with the Father , by 
whomall things were made. And 


' ſeeing that great God thus cloa- 


thed in our fieſh , and therein tor- 
rared with T orments , rapt in a- 
mazement , and drunke with his 
Love, faſtning her eye on him in 
this Agony , and now enflam'd 
with Zeale and Love, ſhee vowes 
never to goe thence, but embra- 
cing him cloſe, cryes out I caught 
ham , nor will T let bim go! 3 And a- 
gaine with Facob ; I will not let thee 
zoe. And now his Godhead and 
Manhood making but one and the 
ſame perſon , ſhe cannot ſee the 
one without the other. Now, here . 
begins the wreltle : The tight of 
his Godhead lures her aloft, the 
light of her Manhood holds _ 
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falt below. Both which ſthebchol- 
ding with one 1imple fight , is 
drawn at once both up and down. 
If ſhe twine from his Manhood,ſhe 
is taken up by his Godhead : But, 
becauſe ſhee had rather ſee both 
then the Godhead alone, and how 
he is both mortall and immortal, 


great and little , alſo cleerly diſ- 


cern his Love, Goodnefle, and o- 
ther perfeCtions and abſtruſe My- 
ſteries : Andlaltly becauſe {hee de- 
ſires and burnes to ſuffer on the 
Crofle with her Bridezgroome, ſhe 
clings perpetually to his Manhood 
ſaying , I caught bim , nor will T let 
him ooe till, &xc. On the other ide, 
God who never withdrawes from 
her the fight of his Godhead, con- 
ſequently by the fame mounts her 
alofr, and ſweet-ſpeaking her by 
the Lure, (ſhe faſt to the Cracihx) 
he ſaid, Let me goe, 'tis morning : 
Bzhold my Godhead , the Begin- 

ning 
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ning of eternall Lite : Buc the wel- 
knowing his delight in her harm- 
lefſe Nay-lay , and how much in- 
flaminger 'tis to bind then to looſe 
him, anſwers 3 I will not let thee goe 
til thou bat bleſſed mee 3 that I may 
b-hold t! h2eboth raigning in Hea- 
ven,and {uffering upon the Croſſe, 


and as aakedly and perietly love 


* and adore thee in the one as in the 


other. Then her Lord ſeeing her 
Invincible, and that hee cannot 
winde trom her by the Lure of his 
Godhead becauſe of her wondrous 
fidelity & conſtancy to the Crofle, 
he overflows her with his Blefling, 
(ubſcribing to all her requerty In 
the Paſſion. And there he ble{t her 
In th2 ſam? place , even of hisbir- 
tr Pailion. In the fame place, be- 
cauſe ther? frrcnzih is hillln 
under the weaknztTe of the Pariton. 
The Horns 1rhich tontite fry n 'th, 
are in his hand: ror there he br ike 
16 
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the powers , the Bow, the ſhield, 
the (word and the battle of the 
World, the Fle{h and the Devill. 
And theſe Hornes of the Altar 
are they from which Foab could 
not be torc't to depart;no, though 
King Solomon himſelf commanded, 
but chuſed rather to dye there : In- 
timating that the Pailion is never 
to be forſaken , bit periitted in to 
death , though ſome thinke that 
fince God hath vouchſated chem a 
glimmer of the Light of his God- 
head, he therefore calls thent up, 
and to forſake the Paſlion. For, 
this humilicy and lowly wreſtling 
with Chriſt our Lord , joyes him 
above Meaſure, even when with al 
our heart we love the Content 
and lowneſſe of the Patlion , al- 
though he ſeem? to inviteus high- 
er. For, then her double requites 
that Humility , in that Lowneſle 
revealing the height of his God- 
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head. And this he mcant when he 
counſelled us bzing bidden to the 
Wediaing, to cou'e the loweT place : 
for then hee calls us , and by the 
Light imparted doubles his Call 
unce{lantly,Come up. Not to draw 
o his Gdheadalone by forſaking 
his Pailion , bat that he may ſhew 
1s his Godhead there in the ſame 
place, whote tight rayſes the foul 
tothe higheſt without dittrattion 
rom the loweſt. 

Urias retuſed the Banquet and 
Pincely Junkets ſent him from 
King David, faying 3 The Arke of 
God, and Irael and Judah remaine in 
Tents, and my Lord Joab and the 
ervants of my Lord abide in th? open 
feld, anl Mill T 101 into my bowl? t9 
ate and {rin 2 Inlinuating my: tFH- 
ally,that it in our Contemplation 
of the Patlion of the lively Arxe of 
God, our King let fall ſome dain- 
ties to 15 from his heavenly Ta- 
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ble,we ought not ſo nnich to gree- 
dy on the {f\iweet meates ot Conſo- 
lation that wee forget him on the 
Crofle, and that divine Arke, both 
remaining in ſo mzane a Maniton, 
and ſo unworthily entreated ; But 
rather paſſing by the Comfort with 
him that faid , My ſoule refuſed 
Conſolation, we are to lods ther- 
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man 


with , bewailing the Mifſeries of 100« 


our {weeteit Redeemer , and ta- 
ſting in Spirit his paines and ſor- 
rows. 

This Praftiſe Pay! extols, who 
though hee aboundzd with ſuch 
plenty of Lights, yet profelt him- 
ſelte to know nothing elſe but Je- 
ſus Chriit and him cracited. And 
inrely all his writings ſp2ae no- 
thing but the Paſſion, and haw 
himlelte was transformzd into It : 
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By which may well bze gatheredout t 
that heneverabandon<d ir, bat all hinſ 
his lite nouriſht, beheld , and em- al,8 


brac't it. For 
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ee= For thethirdpoint judge it ea- 
ſo- 1e to contirme that the Contem- 
the lation of the Paſſion , wherein 
2th wpeares both the Divine and hu- 
»n, mane Nature of our Lord, is per- 
P:1t eter then that wherein we behold 
ith iis Godhead alone. 
ſed The ſole Godhead gives light 
er- n Contemplation : but the Man- 
of 100d by example in{tructs in Adti- 
ta- In. Wherefore, as to C ontemplate 
or- nd exprelſe , which is Contem- 
lative and Aﬀtive in 0: 12, is Herte- 
vho terthen Contemplation by it ſeit: 
uch 5o the Contemplation of both 
im- Godhead & Manhood in one (as 
e- 8 found in the Patſion,) containes 
\nd more perfe tion thcn that of the 
no- Godhead alone , praGiled in Ab- 
1a traction. 
it; Godis more wonder#1!] with- 
ered'out then within hinfelte : For in 
tall himifelfe, hee's only great, inunor- 
em- tal, 8 impaſlible,Bur wichout him- 
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ſelte hee's both great and little, 
immortall and mortal!, impallible 
and patlible. "Tis a itrange thing 
to ſee a Man through excefle of 
Love or ſome otherpallion carried { 
without hiniſelte. But to ſee the | 
ſame in God through his Love to | 
us, is much more to be admired at, | 
without Compariion. Yet, be- | 
twixt God and Man is this Dfie- | 
rence, that when Man is without 
himſelte, hee is not within him- 
ſelfe : But God is both ac once, Al 
within and All without himſelfe. 
Bis univerſall power , W! {dome & 
goodnelie being abloJutely with- | 
out himſelte in kis Manhood, and | 
within himfelfe in his Godhead 
Belides, as tis a {tranger thing that 
God ihou!dbe without then with- 
in himſc]t:So, "tis more excellent 
to b:hold him without then with- 
in himlſelte. 
But,as inthe practiſe of the Paſ- 
fion | 
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tion, ſuch a ſweetnelle is hidden,as 
never any Will naturally taited ; 
to the Eontemplation ut the ſame 
diſcovers ſuch a wiſdome, as never 
any humane underſtanding com- 
prehended.And as we can come no 
other way to the knowledg of this 
calt,but only by experience;io nei- 
ther is there any pollbility but by 
the ſame experience to imagine 
what a Wiſdome it is. And there- 
tore as the one hath ſuch {weetnes 
init as the world cannot beleeve ; 
{0 the other inrolls ſuch Mytkeries 
and Divine {<crets as Man can ne- 
ver imagine. The one comes by 
that infinite goodnefle infufed in- 
to the Will through he bz acile 
and Uni n of the Croſle : The 0- 
ther by that eternall w ſed; ome e- 
{pou! ed to the Linderitanding by 
Contemplation of this Myfterie. 
Daily are nev/ joyes of this good- 
nelſe ralted : and endlefſely new 
{ecrets 
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ſecrets of this Wiledome diſcloſed: 
And both exhauited from this 
fount of the Pailion. For, as the 
world can never conccive how 'tis 
poſſible that a Man crowned with 
thornes can expend ſo many de- 


lights, or how the fellowſhip of 


his ſufferings can inebriate the 
mind? with fuch pleafurcs: fo nei- 
ther can it ever imagine how in ſo 
vile and torlorn a Condition ſuch 
a height of Myſerie ſhould bee 
comprized. And as fuch wondrous 
Joyes and Mylte.ics are ground:d 
in a ſolid ftajdnefſe upon this 
point, that that Man is God : So 
on the other {ide our Not-tinding 
of thoſe delights and lecrets , art- 
les from our drowiic wavering in 
the ſame. And herein ſtands all 
the Keerying-downe of our Myiit- 
call buildings, and all the alavof 
On: ſpicituall gr owth , becauſein 


the Paſlion wee duely conlider not 
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God and Man in the ſame perlon- 


For, it there wee as verily tound 
God as Man , and knew both to 


make bur one onely perſon, wee 
ſhould not aſpire to any higher or 
loftier Contemplation , becauſe 
wee {hould then underitand that 
ſame to be highneſle it ſelte. And 
how can any deny the Manhood of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be the lof- 
rielt Contemplation of all others, 
when in the ſame hee can ſee no- 
thing which is not God? being a 
Sea valt and ſpacious , wherein ec- 
very one may ſet ſaile more or lefle 
according to his Veſſells burthen. 
So that all they that fall ſhort of 
the depths of the Godhead may 
juſtly blame themſelves tor want 
of capacity & Light, but never inr 
ute the Teaſt defect: to this ſea of 
the Paſſion boundlefle and infinite. 
And therefore wee are to ſticke to 
the ſame as to the ultimate end,not 
M as 
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43 to a thing low and vile, but as 
to God himlelt high and glorious ; 

For, as he that cleaves to this man, 
cleaves to God, ſo-he that embraces 
his Paſſion, enjoyes the higheſt 
700d. 

And ſurely, it in the Paſſion con- 
ſiſted not the moſt perfe&t and high 
Contemplation , then would not 
that great S** Bon. have placed it in 
the latter, asbeing higher then that 
ot the Being of God and his Perfe- 
Cctions, Attributes, Trinity and 0- 
ther Myſteries of his Godhead,ſay- 
ing, that Chriſt is the perte&t Image 
of God naturally invitble , and 
that in this Contemplation we ſee 
the Manhood ſo: miraculoutly ex- 
alted, ſo uneffably united by ſeeing 
both in one, the firſt and the Jaſt, 
the higheſt and the loweſt, the Cir- 
cumference and the Centre, A. and 
Q, the Cauſed and the Cauſe, the 


Creator and: the Creature, z. the 
Booke 
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Booke written within and with= 
Our. 

Since then this Contemplation 
of the Paſſion is higher and perfe- 
Qer then all others ; 1 cannot but 
doubt that many are ſome wayes 
deluded, who aſpire to the naked- 
neſſe and ſole Contemplation of 
the Godhead, as to the more high 
and perfect : And that many more 
deceived inthe ſame manner, pre- 
ſume thither though uncapable, 
ſuppoſing that true abſtraction , 
which yet is no more but a ſleepy 
demiſſion of Nature. And they relt 
in their Manly ſpirit , where they 
ſhould reſt in the Divine. 

That therefore this holy Paſſion: 
may be confidered in this exerciſe, 
and drawn into praCtiſe , we muſt 
alwayes beholdit joyntly with the 
Godhead , and the Godhead with 
it, by —_— alway before our 
eyes God cracitied. For , as in the: 
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f.rſt part-we do and ſnifer 7 hat Gods 
IVill may be done ; So, in this this 34 
we doeand ſuffer T hat God may be, 
3. that he may live and raigne in us. 
And as inour practiſe, the Will of 
God is almoit alway conjoyned 
with his Patſion, inaſmach as alway 
things adverſe to natureare to bee |, 
accepted and pleating rejected in 
the Active Lite; So in this, God is 
almoſt alway conjoyned wich his 
Croſſe, the fame Rule of accepting 
and refafing being itil] to be tollo- 
wed. And as in the Active Life this 
Divine Will, Palion or Crofle and 
Afﬀiftion are one and the ſame | 
thing ; So God and his Crofle are 
here alſo one. And as there we be- 
hold the Wil of God and Aftiction 
or Croſſe without Mnltiplicity, {0 
here we are alſo to ſee God and his 
Crofle with one ſimple & the ſame 
light. But, to determine preciſely 
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fit for this exerciſe , and when for 

each part thereof, that 18 indeed ve- 

ry ditticult , I fay not impollible, 

becauſe of the many interpollible 
events , which may take away, leſ- 
ſen, or alter ſuch titnefſe. For, tirlt, 
tis conliderable whether itbe long 
time or ſhort lince his Converiton. 
Secondly , whether the manner of 
his Converlion b2 common & lea- 
ning on meere Reaſon , or un- 
uſuall and extraordinary. Third- 
ly , whether naturally hee be of a 
conſtant minde, or light , ſudden 
and unſetled. Fourthly , whe- 
ther hot or Iuke-warme. Fitthly, 
whether fimple or ſubtle. Sixthly, 
whether alone or under a Maſter. 
And according to theſe Conditions 
and fitneſſ-s hee may enter upon 
theſe exerciſes , and paſſe along 
from one part to another. No o- 
ther ſpeciall rule can be ailigned. 
Qnly in generall : The firſt part 
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